BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes from Events Committee Meeting held on Thursday 29 September 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


J Condon
K Nisbet (Chair)
B Parker
S Walker (Vice Chair)
F Wilson







In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator




Steve Bucknall, Northumberland County Council
E051/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Gibbs-
Barton and Rickerby plus Michael Nicholson, NMTF.
E052/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     
There were no disclosures of interest.
E053/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 30 August 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
E054/11
4.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE
4.1
5-A-Side Football Tournament – the Events Co-ordinator had circulated correspondence previously regarding the feedback that the Events Committee required regarding venues, participants, etc.  It was noted that all the requested feedback had not been provided and that one of the partners had written to state that they would accept £350 payment for the 23 July 2011.
Initials:

After much discussion it was agreed that the Events Committee had not requested a discount and that they would recommend payment of the full costs if the requested feedback was provided.  Action Agreed:  SN to write to Sports Zone on behalf of Blyth Town Councillors confirming this.

4.2
Forecast Budget for Halloween Event – The Events Co-ordinator took the Committee through the forecast budget for the Halloween Event and concerns were raised regarding the increased costs.  The Events Co-ordinator assured the committee that this could be revised in any way they wished.

After a full review of the forecast costs revisions were made to the budget and the Events Co-ordinator was asked to provide a revised document for the Committee Members.  Councillors wanted to make it clear that the Student was not employed by Blyth Town Council and that and payments for her time would be made by Community Works, who would re-charge Blyth Town Council.  It was also thought inappropriate that Blyth Town Council should pay for any supporting entertainment in the Keelrow even if there was to be a contribution.  Action Agreed: PT to revise the forecast budget and circulate.
4.3
Photographic Competition – the Events Co-ordinator advised the Committee that forms had been introduced that organisations would be asked to sign to confirm discussions, involvement, advertising, etc.  


It was recommended that independent Judges be used.  Action Agreed:  KN to discuss with he Photographic Club contacts.
4.4
Christmas Festival – the Events Co-ordinator had provided the Committee with suggestions for the 2011 Christmas Festival and stated that he was in the process of getting costs for a skating rink.  Councillor Nisbet stated that it was essential that the Committee discuss possible activities before progressing anything. Action Agreed: PT to provide a menu of ideas for the Councillors consideration.  PT to secure scheme designs from Balfour Beattie for enhanced lighting.
Initials:

E055/11
5.
UPDATE REGARDING MEETING FOR BLYTH              
                  RETAILERS, BUSINESSES AND MARKET TRADERS
Notes produced as a result of the meeting held on the 15 September 2011 were discussed along with feedback from the meeting held on 20 September 2011. 

It was agreed that the information could be used as a framework for the development of another event and that Councillors would discuss this further.
E056/11
6.
UPDATE REGARDING BLACHERE
The Town Clerk reported that the promised response from Blachere had been delayed due to the Managing Director’s schedule being changed.  He was now expected to visit the Blachere offices on the following Monday and Tuesday and a reply had been promised following this.

It was agreed that a possible next step would be inviting the Managing Director to meet with Blyth Town Councillors to discuss this issue.

E057/11
7.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS


There were no other items to be discussed.
E058/11
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Events Committee would take place on Tuesday 18 October 2011 at 6.00pm.

Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
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