BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes from Events Committee Meeting held on Thursday 30 August 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


J Condon
A L Gibbs- Barton




K Nisbet (Chair)
B Parker
S Walker (Vice Chair)
F Wilson







In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator




Michael Nicholson, NMTF

Plus:

1 Member of the Public 
E042/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Rickerby and Steve Bucknall, Northumberland County Council.
E043/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     There were no disclosures of interest.
E044/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON TUESDAY 14 JULY 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
Actions Agreed: SN to forward correspondence to most senior person at Blachere.  PT to issue letter to Market Traders this week as a matter of urgency.
Initials:

E045/11
4.
UPDATE ON EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGET TO 

DATE BY TOWN CLERK


£35,000 had been allocated for the Summer Fayre/Other Events 

and the expenditure to date for the event held on 23 July 2011 totalled £10,248.
E046/11
5.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR – EVALUATION REPORT

5.1
5-a-Side Football Tournament – the Events Co-ordinator 

reported that the tournament had not been managed in the previously agreed manner throughout the eight wards and that he had requested the provision of Logs for each day detailing venue by venue the children who had been involved.  He had also requested that he be provided with an outline of how the tournament would be managed.

There was lengthy discussion regarding: -

· the late or lack of contact with Councillors

· the lack of publicity

· the confusion over LMAPs funding

· the lack of briefing for the coach and staff managing the tournament

Action Agreed:  PT to write to Neil Wilson of Sports Zone expressing concerns and confirming request for urgent information.

5.2
Halloween Event – the Events Co-ordinator circulated 

outline proposal for the event including notional budget.  Following a discussion regarding the potential for sponsorship it was agreed that the event would proceed.

Action Agreed:  PT to talk with Eileen Cartie of the Buffalo Community Centre regarding the potential for involving the Youth Wardens in the event.

5.3
Photographic Competition Update – the Events Co-
ordinator circulated an update on the Photographic Competition which was discussed in detail.
Actions Agreed: PT to draft press release to be sent to the News Post Leader.  PT to take further advice on the legal aspect of excluding people from entering competitions.
Initials:
E047/11
6.
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
It was agreed that the Christmas Festival would take place over two days – Friday 25 and Saturday 26 November 2011.  It was confirmed that the Continental Market had been booked for both of these days.
The Events Co-ordinator reported that he had a meeting scheduled for the 9 September 2011 with the potential participants.

He also reported that he had secured the services of Matt Lee Aliston to compere the event and that he was sourcing/costing appropriate staging.

Agreed Action:  PT to produce a full report and costings for the next meeting of the Events Committee.

E048/11
7.
UPDATE REGARDING MEETING FOR BLYTH 

RETAILERS, BUSSINESSES AND MARKET TRADERS
The Events Co-ordinator reported that he had not progressed this 

meeting other than through discussions regarding events.  It was agreed that it would be included in the next Council Meeting Agenda under Blyth Chamber of Trade.

Michael Nicholson reported that he had recently been invited to Falkirk to a meeting of Town Centre Managers and that the ‘Bids’ Project had been discussed, explaining how money had been raised for specific projects.

Councillor Parker stated that it was not likely that funding would be available for a Town Centre Manager in Blyth unless they were employed to cover a number of towns.

Councillor Gibbs-Barton questioned the issue of loyalty if responsibilities were divided between several towns.

The Town Clerk sought confirmation that the Events Co-ordinator was to proceed with arrangements for this event as there had been considerable confusion since the last meeting.  It was confirmed that the recommendation would be put to Council for ratification of the meeting on the 15 September 2011.

Initials:


The Town Clerk reported that she had been contacted by the 
Manager of Barclays Bank regarding their involvement in any future meetings.  Actions Agreed:  PT to invite representation from all banks in the town. PT to provide costs for the meeting to be put to the Council on Thursday 8 September 2011.
E050/11
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Events Committee would take place on Thursday 29 September 2011 at 6.00pm.

Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
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