BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6 December 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


A L Gibbs-Barton

B Parker

S Walker (Vice Chair)
F Wilson

Councillors in Attendance:


J R Potts

In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator


Michael Nicholson, National Federation of Market 

Traders





Steve Bucknall, Northumberland County Council 

AGENDA – PART ONE:

E079/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Nisbet and Condon.
In the absence of the Chair, Councillor Nisbet, Councillor Walker chaired the meeting.

E080/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     
There were no disclosures of interest.
E081/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed a true and proper record.
Initials:

E082/11
4.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE
4.1
Photographic Competition – the Events Co-ordinator provided an update and copies of the artwork for the calendar which is to go on sale on Saturday 10 December 2011.
4.2
Christmas Festival Evaluation – the Events Co-ordinator had previously circulated his evaluation report.  This was discussed in detail and the following actions were agreed: -
· Greater involvement on behalf of Northumberland County Council to prevent recurrence of situation with Market Officer.

· Letters of thanks to go to the Keelrow Management for the loan of the shop at short notice on Saturday 26 December – this enabled the pantomime to be staged.

· Future publicity to include a Programme of Events on the website; utilisation of the Link Brochure; and advertising in Bus Shelters.

The Town Clerk reported that although there had been no formal response she had been informed that the communication with David Garrett of the Phoenix Theatre had been well received and that he looked forward to working with Blyth Town Council in the future.

Councillor Walker congratulated the Events Co-ordinator on a job well done.

E083/11
5.
2012 -13 EVENTS PROGRAMME

The Town Clerk confirmed that the following events had been included 

in the draft budget for 2012-13: -

· Christmas Festival 
· Summer Fair

· Halloween

· Spring Fair

· Autumn Flower and Vegetable Show

· Photographic Competition

In addition other activities that may become part of the Events Committee responsibility or be supported include: -

Initials:

· Northumbria in Bloom

· Olympic Torch Event

· Queens Diamond Jubilee – Beacon

· 50th Anniversary Town Twinning with Solingen

· Fireworks/Laser Show
Councillor Potts stated that the Events Committee needed to confirm that the budget proposed is adequate for the proposed events.  This confirmation is required early in January to ensure incorporation into the final budget proposals.

E084/11
6.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

There were no items for information or urgent matters to be discussed.
E085/11
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the date of the next meeting would be decided following Thursday’s Council Meeting and confirmed.
The Events Co-ordinator, Steve Bucknall and Michael Nicholson having retired the meeting progressed to Part Two of the Agenda.
AGENDA – PART TWO

E086/11
8.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR SERVICE LEVEL 

AGREEMENT

In light of the increased programme of activities for the coming year the Town Clerk explained that there was an urgent need to confirm whether the SLA with the Events Co-ordinator would be extended for a further year.  The Town Clerk also suggested that the hourly rate in the SLA be increased and suggested £20.00 per hour which still represents a considerable discount to Blyth Town Council.  These suggestions were discussed and it was agreed unanimously that the services of the Events Co-ordinator would be retained at the proposed £20.00 per hour for the 12 months starting 1 April 2012 until 31 March 2013 at which time the arrangement would be reviewed. NOTE: The increased hourly rate is subject to agreement and adoption of the Budget.
Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL – Minutes of Events Committee 6 December 2011
Page 3

