BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes from Events Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 17 November 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


A L Gibbs-Barton

K Nisbet (Chair)

B Parker

L J Rickerby

S Walker (Vice Chair)
Councillors in Attendance:


J R Potts


S Davey
In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator


Michael Nicholson, National Federation of Market 

Traders





Steve Bucknall, Northumberland County Council 

E071/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Wilson.
E072/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     
There were no disclosures of interest.
E073/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
E074/11
4.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE
4.1
Photographic Competition – the Events Co-ordinator had previously issued a written update which he discussed.
Initials:

 4.2
Christmas Festival – the Events Co-ordinator had previously issued a written update which he elaborated on. He also reported that he had walked the Market Place with Trevor Violet and Pat Walsh following the Market Traders Meeting that afternoon and discussed the plan in detail, in particular the integration of the Continental Market traders into the market.

It was agreed that there would be no changes to the outlined programme and Councillors requested that they be informed if there was anything that they could contribute to the event.


Councillor Nisbet explained that Councillor Davey was present because of a complaint from the Phoenix Theatre regarding the pantomime being offered for free clashing with their pantomime.  Councillor Davey explained that there was concern that this could impact on the sales of tickets and the financial viability.  It was agreed that a letter be written to David Garrett offering support in promoting their pantomime and advertising it during the Christmas Festival.  Also to suggest closer working in future and possible role for Phoenix Theatre in future events.  Agreed Action:  SN
E075/11
5.
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2012


The Chair of the meeting stated that she had requested that this 

item be included as there were still a large number of requests for Blyth Town Council to facilitate such an event.  Previous firework displays had been memorable and the Events Co-ordinator was asked to look into the logistics and costs of such an event and feasibility of attracting corporate sponsorship or partnership from organisations such as NaREC and the Port of Tyne.  Other funding opportunities also to be reviewed.  Agreed Action:  PT

E076/11
6.
OLYMPIC TORCH REPLAY 2012
Councillor Parker reported that most of the information was still embargoed and that the precise route would not be announced until approximately two weeks before the event.  He was in the process of arranging a meeting with Bruce Ledger and the Heads of the Schools in Blyth and would report back.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton requested that it be recorded that the Events Committee had offered their support.
Initials:

E077/11
7.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

7.1
Permanent Tree Lights in the Market Place – Steve Bucknall requested that an email be forwarded to him regarding this issue but did not anticipate any issues.  Agreed Action: SN 
Councillors suggested that the lights should only be illuminated during the autumn/winter months.
7.2
The Town Clerk requested that, in light of the numerous events proposed for 2012/13, the Events Committee should discuss the budget implications and the renewal of the Events Co-ordinators contract.  It was agreed that this would form part of the agenda for the next meeting.

E078/11
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the Events Co-ordinator would complete and circulate his evaluation of the Christmas Festival in time for the next meeting of the Events Committee to take place on Tuesday 6 December 2011, 6.00pm at Ebor House.
Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
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