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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Events Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Tuesday 28 August 2012 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors: Condon JJ, Gibbs-Barton A, Nisbet K, Parker JR, Walker S 
and Wilson F.

Also present: 
Councillor Potts JR (Chair of the Finance Committee),

Nicholson M (Northumberland Market Traders Federation)

Taylor P (Events Co-ordinator).

Officer: Rickitt SE (Acting Town Clerk)
1: Apologies for Absence

Councillor Rickerby LJ.
2: Declarations of Interest

None

3: Minutes

3.1 Subject to Minutes 3.2 and 3.3 below, the minutes of the meeting held on 24 July were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

3.2 Councillor JR Potts attended the meeting in his capacity as the Chair of the Finance Committee.
3.3 In Minute 5 (penultimate paragraph) the sentence beginning “Councillor Nisbet...” should be replaced by

“On Councillor Nisbet’s suggestion, the Committee agreed that the collection should be for a charity selected by the Mayor.” 

4: Matters Arising
4.1 Mayor’s Charity
The Committee recommends to the Town Council that the incoming Mayor should nominate a charity as “The Mayor’s Charity” for the forthcoming municipal year at the Council’s Annual Meeting.

4.2 The Photography Competition 
With regret, the Committee noted that there are technical issues that prevent the photograph “Blyth Boat” by Danny Winter being used in the 2013 calendar. The Committee agreed that the Mayor should select another entry for the January picture.
5 Report of the Event Co-ordinator
5.1 The Event Co-ordinator presented his report, a copy of which is attached to the minutes. 

5.2 Review of the Summer Fair

5.2.1 The Committee were pleased with the Summer Fair, Councillor Nisbet reporting that the Solingen visitors had written expressing their delight and appreciation. 

5.2.2 Members were concerned that the agreed waiter service had not been provided by the Hog Roast caterer and that portions had then been sold to the public. The Committee asked the Events Co-ordinator to provide a report to the next meeting for consideration of any action which the Council may take.

5.2.3 The Committee were alarmed by the actions of the County Council’s Markets Officer in unilaterally changing the agreed site plan at short notice and the potential health and safety issues it could have caused.
5.2.4 Councillor Potts sought clarification of the costs coded against the Summer Fair which currently showed a major over-spend. The Committee explained that some of the expense was forward booking equipment for future events.

5.3 Halloween Fright Night  
5.3.1 Members received a report on progress and in particular that there is a meeting on Monday 10 September at 1000 to agree the site plan for the event. This meeting will include County Council staff. In view of the problems at the Summer Fair (Minute 5.2.3 above) the Committee agreed that the Events Co-ordinator should be accompanied by the Mayor, the Chair of this Committee and the Acting Town Clerk.
5.3.2 The Committee noted that the Events Co-ordinator had requested the County Council to close Market Street and Church Street for the event and the Continental Market.

5.3.3 The Events Co-ordinator’s action, in pursuing the County Council for the sum contributed by Morrison’s, was endorsed.

5.4 Christmas Festival
5.4.1 The Committee noted progress and asked the Events Co-ordinator to continue his efforts to liaise with the Phoenix Theatre and to ensure that Marquees are properly secured. 

5.5 Christmas Lighting
5.5.1 The Events Co-ordinator informed members that he was due to meet Balfour Beatty on 29 August.

5.5.2 Confirmation was given that decoration would be placed on the lamp columns around the Black Diamond roundabout in Newsham.
.....

5.6 Continental Markets

5.6.1 Progress was noted and members expressed the hope that Blyth traders would take the opportunity to open later and incorporate details of the events within their own advertising.

6 – ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS
6.1 Events in Blyth
6.1.1 The Chair wondered if there was any way that the Committee and the Town Council could receive details of other organisations events in Blyth. The Acting Town Clerk said he would make enquiries of the County Council to see if they could provide copies of the Safety Advisory Group notifications. 
7: Next Meeting

7.1 The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 25 September 2012.
Meeting closed at 7.25pm.

Confirmed as a true record
 and signed by the Chair………………………

Date………………….

Action List

	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time

	28 Aug – 6.2
	Selection of replacement photograph
	KN & PT – 31 Aug.

	28 Aug – 5.2.2
	Report on the contract for the Hog Roast
	PT & SER – 12 Sept

	28 Aug – 5.2.4
	Recode expenditure
	JR, PT & AMcC – 14 Sept

	28 Aug – 5.3.3
	Morrison’s contribution
	PT & SER – 14 Sept

	28 Aug – 6.1.1
	Safety Advisor Group notifications
	SER – 14 Sept
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