BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes from Events Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 18 October 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


A L Gibbs-Barton

K Nisbet (Chair)
S Walker (Vice Chair)
F Wilson







In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator




Trevor Violet, Northumberland County Council
E059/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Parker.
E060/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     
There were no disclosures of interest.
E061/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
E062/11
4.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE
4.1
Revised Budget for Halloween Event – The Events Co-ordinator presented the revised budget and following lengthy discussions it was agreed.

4.2
Halloween Event Programme/Running Order – The Events Co-ordinator presented the detailed programme and running order for the Halloween Event scheduled for Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 October 2011. Each item was reviewed and agreed by the Committee.  
Initials:



Questions were raised regarding the following issues: -

· The need to have the public toilets open for such a long period on the Sunday.  Trevor Violet offered to review the costing with Jimmy Reith.

· The possibility of reducing the costs regarding security and first aid cover.  It was agreed that as these costs had already been reduced they would be left as they were.

· The provision of signs in the Market Place to inform the public of what was happening, when and where.  The Events Co-ordinator to check whether these signs were to cost £10 in total or £10 each.

· The need for a generator was discussed and a contingency of £500 added to the budget.  Trevor Violet and Events Co-ordinator to get the power supply in the Market Place checked out.
4.3
Photographic Competition – the Events Co-ordinator advised the Committee that the closing date had been extended to 28 October 2011.  The standard of photographs was extremely high and copies had been circulated to Councillors.

It was agreed that the format of the calendar would be A4 with a page to one month, half page devoted to the picture.  Events Co-ordinator to confirm the cost single sheet print and double sided print. 

It was agreed that the calendars would be sold at £4 each and that 25 would be reserved for Civic gifts.


Councillor Nisbet confirmed that the Judges would be Tom Pugh and John Hunter.

4.4
Christmas Festival – the Events Co-ordinator had provided the Committee with the requested menu of ideas for their consideration.

The following were agreed: -

· The Continental Market booked for 25 and 26 November would consist of all 19 stalls offered.
Initials:

· That the Events Co-ordinator would firm up the price for the 4’ trees and check with retailers whether they would be willing to contribute.
· That the proposed expenditure for additional lighting in the Market Place would be discussed more fully at the next Events Committee Meeting.
· The Job Specification was written up and agreed, Councillor Nisbet at Chair of the Events Committee signing this.  (Please see Appendix I).
E063/11
5.
UPDATE REGARDING BLACHERE
Councillor Nisbet confirmed that this issue was on hold for the time being.

E064/11
6.
UPDATE REGARDING SPORTS ZONE

The Town Clerk advised the meeting that she had sent the requested letter to the Doug Thoburn and Neil Wilson of Sports Zone.  She had also spoken with Neil Wilson of Sports Zone and confirmed that information had been required to aid clarity and transparency.  If he can provide the information requested Blyth Town Council will pay the original fee.
7.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS


There were no other items to be discussed.
E058/11
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Events Committee would be confirmed once the Town Clerk had confirmed whether the Finance Committee scheduled for Tuesday 8 November 2011 was to take place.
Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
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