



BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12 October 2010, 7.00pm at the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton (Chair)
K Ellis




J R Potts

Town Clerk:
S Noddings

F037/10
1.
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors P Reid, 

O Potts and P J Lovatt.

FO38/10
2.
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 8 

JUNE 2010



The minutes were discussed and agreed.

F039/10
3.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



There were no disclosures of interest.

FO40/10
4.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2009-10



4.1
The External Auditors Report and Recommendations 

were discussed and it was agreed that the issues identified 

would be addressed by the new accounting model and 

familiarity with the process.



4.2
The Recommended Evaluation of the Internal Audit 

Process was discussed and it was agreed that a more rigorous

approach was needed for future years.
F041/10
5.
FINANCIAL REPORTS



5.1
Income and Expenditure – Actual against Budget 2010-

11 were discussed.

Initials:


5.2
Income from Allotment Rents – Actual against Budget 

2010-11 was discussed and it was agreed that letters should 

be sent regarding the outstanding invoices.  Action: Town 

Clerk (SN) to write to allotment holders on behalf of Blyth 

Town Council requesting payment of outstanding invoices.

5.3
The Town Clerk reported that the introduction of the new accounting model was progressing well and that it required some work to be carried out on the Bank Reconciliation Document. 

FO42/10
6.
REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION REGARDING THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

WEBSITE



The Town Clerk had previously presented her report and 
recommendations and this was discussed in detail.  It was agreed that Councillors would look at the websites of Belington East and others developed by Parishcouncil.net.  It was also agreed that Councillors would contact the Town Clerk by Monday 18 October with any additional comments and recommendations.  It was agreed, subject to final confirmation, that the Silver Package was more appropriate to Blyth Town Council. The Town Clerk was asked to provide headings and notes for discussion group(s) regarding the development of Vision and Mission Statements and a Town Plan.  Actions:  Councillors to provide feedback by 18 October 2010 on the recommendations having viewed other websites.  Town Clerk (SN) to develop headings and notes for discussion re Vision and Mission Statements and Town Plan.
FO43/10
7.
DISCUSSION REGARDING DELIVERY OF 

SERVICES IN 2011-12



It was agreed that this subject would be discussed more fully 

at the next meeting following the Joint Meeting of 

Northumberland County Councillors and Town and Parish 

Councillors and Clerks in Ashington the following night, 

Wednesday 13 October 2010.

FO44/10
8.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS



8.1
Invoices for payment were presented and approved.
Initials:


8.2
It was agreed that Direct Debit Mandates would be set 

up for standard office expenses such as rent, rates and 

cleaning.



8.3
A question was raised by Councillor Ellis regarding “why 

public toilets are closed at weekends”? No one had the answer 

to this but it was agreed Northumberland County Council

 would be approached for information.

FO45/10
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

An additional meeting of the Finance Committee was scheduled for Tuesday 9 November 2010, 7.00pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House.

Signed by the Chair: ___________________________________

Date: ________________________________
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