BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee held on Tuesday 14 June 2011, 7.00pm at Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton




J R Potts



O Potts






P Reid 




I M R Tompkins







S Walker
In Attendance:
Councillor B Parker

Town Clerk:
S Noddings

F008/11
1.
APOLOGIES

No apologies had been received.
F009/11
2.
ELECTION OF CHAIR


Councillor Parker nominated Councillor J R Potts as Chair of the Finance Committee.  This was seconded by Councillor O Potts and agreed.

F010/11
3.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR


Councillor J R Potts nominated Councillor Ellis as Vice Chair of the Finance Committee.  This was seconded by Councillor Walker and agreed.
F011/11
4.
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 12 APRIL 2011 AND EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2011
The minutes for the 12 April 2011 were discussed, agreed and signed as a correct record.
The minutes for the 12 May 2011 were discussed, agreed and signed as a correct record.  A question was raised as to whether Blyth Town Council needed to increase Public Liability cover plus the need to add Play Areas, Seats and Bus Shelters.

Initials:
F012/11
5.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



There were no disclosures of interest.

FO13/11
6.
CHANGE OF BANK SIGNATORIES


It was agreed that Councillors J R Potts and A L Gibbs-Barton would continue to be signatories and that the Mayor, Councillor Parker, would replace Councillor Tompkins.
F014/11
7.
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT AND BANKING ARRANGEMENTS

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would ring and visit Plessey Road Post Office with a view to transferring banking arrangements.  If satisfied a letter is to be drafted for signature.

Action Agreed:  Chair and SN to discuss and take action.
F015/11
8.
PROPERTY RATE RELIEF – SMALL BUSINESS

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would complete the application form and return it to Northumberland County Council.  Action Agreed:  SN

F016/11
9.
AUDITORS REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS


The Committee agreed that as the Auditors Report and Recommendation had been accepted by Council there was nothing to add.


It was agreed that the Policy Working Group would review the Procedure and Frequency for reviewing the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Process.  This is to ensure that the Procedure is in line with all Blyth Town Council Policies and Procedures. Guidelines provided by the External Auditors to remain integral with any revised review process.

The Internal Auditors approach was considered to be both professional and supportive, providing excellent development points for the Council and Town Clerk to adopt. It was confirmed that Richard Slater would be Internal Auditor for 2011-12.

F017/11
10.
YEAR END ACCOUNTS FOR 2010-2011


The comparison of actual against budget for 2010 to 2011 was discussed.
Initials:
F018/11
11.
COMMUNITY CHEST AND SMALL CAPITAL SCHEME APPLICATIONS AND REVIEW OF PROCEDURES


It was agreed that information was needed for the website and that it needed to be stressed that consideration would be given to applications on a twice yearly basis in May and October.  Ward Councillor involvement was stressed along with the Blyth-wide Small Capital Scheme.


Three applications were then considered as follows: -

· ‘Growing Minds’ Project - £150 agreed
· Blyth Detachment Northumbria Army Cadet Force - £150 contribution agreed

· Royal Artillery Association (Blyth Branch) - £250 contribution agreed

Councillors then went on to discuss the possibility of: -

· Having stickers printed to demonstrate that items were funded or part funded by Blyth Town Council.

· Increased publicity of these grants and the possibility of a large cheque being provided by the Bank.

· Ward Councillors becoming involved in evaluating the impact achieved by the donation.

F019/11
12.
BY-ELECTION COSTS

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would contact Paddy Gascoigne regarding the actual cost of the by-election.  Action Agreed:  SN

F020/11
13.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

13.1
Councillor Gibbs-Barton had produced an outline proposal regarding the purchase of clutch/lapel badges in enamel.  It was agreed that a firm quote for 100 be secured for the next meeting.  Action Agreed:  SN

13.2
The Town Clerk proposed that some printed pens be purchase as corporate gifts.  It was agreed that a firm quote for 100 pens be secured for the next meeting.  Action Agreed:  SN
Initials:

13.3
Councillor J R Potts reported that he had received a quotation from Trevor Violet for buying and planting bulbs.  It was agreed that Councillor Potts should meet with TV at an early date to establish the cost of bulbs, planting and planters. Action: JRP
13.4
The Town Clerk proposed the introduction of Budgetary Cost Centres for 2011-12 based on the previously circulated document.  This was agreed.

FO21/11
14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 11 October 2011, 6.00pm at Ebor House.

Signed by the Chair: ___________________________________

Date: ________________________________
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