BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee held on Thursday 12 April 2011, 6.00pm at Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

O Potts




J R Potts






P Reid (Vice Chair)




I M R Tompkins




In Attendance:
Councillor B Parker

Town Clerk:
S Noddings

F078/10
1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Gibbs-Barton and Ellis.
FO79/10
2.
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 13 JANUARY 2010



The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.

It was agreed that advice should be sought on what accounting package was required.

F080/10
3.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



There were no disclosures of interest.

FO81/10
4.
FINANCIAL REPORTS

Future reporting requirements were discussed and it was agreed that the following headings were priorities: -

· Variances against Budget

· Summary of Expenditure

· Budget Heads Quarterly

Action Agreed:  SN to email the spreadsheet to both Councillors Reid and J R Potts.
Initials:
FO82/10
5.
UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF SERVICES IN 2011-2012 
5.1
An update was provided regarding the meeting held with Northumberland County Council on Tuesday 5 April 2011 at County Hall – attended by JRP and SN.
5.2
Service Level Agreements were discussed and particular issues relating to fencing around the Isabella Skate Park and North Farm Play Area were raised along with community grass cutting.  It was agreed that SLAs would be signed pending clarification on fencing perimeter.

FO83/10
6.
BUDGET 2011-12

The Budget for 2011-12 was prepared by consensus and approved by Council on 20 January 2011.
It was agreed that all budgetary responsibilities would be devolved to the appropriate Committees.
F084/10
7.
2011-12 PRECEPT

It was agreed that as the Precept was so much higher this year reserves would be transferred to a higher interest account and that all reserves being made for future Elections would be retained in this account.
F085/10
8.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS



The following items were discussed: -


8.1
Payment of Invoices – Agreed

8.2
Pensions Payment – It was agreed that a cheque be raised for 2009-10 and 2010-11 provision.  Staff Working Group to consider future Pension Provision for staff.



8.3
Events Working Group – progress update regarding the 

appointment of an Events Co-ordinator was discussed and the proposed event to compliment the NFMT event on the 23 July 2011 was approved.  Proposal also received from Allotment Holder for a Flower Show in 2012 – to be considered by the Events Working Group.



8.4
Community Chest – 5 applications had been received 

and the following was agreed: -
Initials:
8.4.1
Blyth Solingen Citizens Exchange – it was agreed that a donation of £700 would be made from the general budget for meal and gifts.

8.4.2
Cowpen Quay Community Association - £500 agreed.

8.4.3
Blyth Riverside Centre - £369.94 agreed.

8.4.4
Elswick All Arms Branch of the Royal Artillery Association – did not meet the criteria.

8.4.5
Elswick All Arms Branch of the Royal Artillery Association – did not meet the criteria.

8.5
Hadley Amos Drainage and Land Clearance – it was agreed that the original £35,000 quotation for drainage would stand and that the additional maximum of £8,856 would be met for the land clearance. 

8.6
Mobile Phones – proposal agreed on basis on improved communications and lone worker policy.

8.7
IT Proposal agreed for the purchase of a large interactive monitor to reduce the need for high printing requirements for Planning and Development Committee.

FO86/10
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday 14 June 2011.

Signed by the Chair: ___________________________________

Date: ________________________________
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