BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2011, 6.00PM AT EBOR HOUSE, CHURCH STREET, BLYTH.

Present:

Councillors
-
J Condon




A L Gibbs-Barton





R Parker

In Attendance:

Town Clerk
-
S Noddings

PC011/8
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors S Davey, K Nisbet, J R Potts, O Potts, P Reid, I M R Tompkins and S Walker
PC013/9
2.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 26 JULY 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 July 2011 were moved by Councillor Gibbs-Barton and agreed as an accurate record of the meeting.

PC011/10
3.
DISCLOURES OF INTEREST



There were no personal or prejudicial interests declared.

PC011/11
4.
POLICY PRIORITIES (Agenda continued from 
previous meeting)

4.1
Mileage, Travel Allowance and Place of Work - ?
4.2
Policy Document for Allotments – it was agreed that a draft statement and policy would be provided for the next Assets Committee Meeting.  Agreed Action: SN to draft documents.
4.3
Tendering Process – The Town Clerk presented a draft Policy and Procedure for Tendering and Contracts. Agreed Action: document to be presented to the Finance Committee and then to full Council.

4.4
Signatories for Contracts – once contracts approved by full Council the Town Clerk will continue to sign them.  This procedure will be subject to ongoing review.

Initials:

4.5
Market Place/Town Centre – It was agreed that there was a need for a meeting to progress this policy and that it should include retailers, businesses and representatives of other groups.  Agreed Action: SN to progress this.

4.6
Town Twinning – It was agreed that contact would be made with Margaret Watson and with the contingency from Solingen during their trip at the end of September.  Agreed Action:  RP
4.7
Poster Advertisement at Blyth Spartans – it was agreed that a poster advertisement would be taken with Blyth Spartans requesting a pitch side position and entry into the programme.  Notional cost £200 plus £100 per year thereafter. It was also agreed that there should be a Blyth Town advertisement.  Agreed Action: RP
4.8
Update Members Particulars – it was agreed that there should be a six monthly check carried out.  Agreed Action: SN

4.9
Outside Bodies – see Items 5.2 and 5.3.

4.10
Memorial Benches – It was agreed that costings and a draft Policy would be developed and locations would be agreed with Northumberland County Council. Options of Benches or Plaques to be considered.

4.11
Office Accommodation – it was agreed that the office accommodation would be reviewed once Councillor J R Potts had submitted the agreed report.  Agreed Action:  JRP/all Councillors.
4.12
Part II of Council Meetings – Councillor Parker provided the wording used by County and requested that a copy be brought to each Council Meeting and quoted when asking members of the public and the press to retire from the meeting.  Agreed Action: SN
4.13
Notice Boards – it was agreed that notice boards for Blyth Town Council be purchased and situated within the Town and at each allotment site.  Agreed Action:  DW to include in forecast budget for Assets Committee.

4.14 
Council Seal – it was agreed that a Council Seal be purchased for use with all official documents.  Agreed Action:  SN

4.15
Volunteers - ?

Initials:

4.16
Key Rings – it was agreed that a number of Blyth Town Key Rings would be purchased.  Agreed Action: BP

4.17
Survey – Councillor Gibbs-Barton confirmed that there was software that could be used to conduct surveys or our website.  It was agreed that details of Community Organisation would be added the website with links where they exist.  Agreed Action: SN
4.18
Legal Services – the Town Clerk confirmed that NALC were the provider of all legal information relating to Local Councils and that it was recommended that local legal advice be sought by area of expertise such as property purchase/leases, contractual issues, etc.  The Law Society website provides local contacts in these areas and has been checked.

4.19 
Council Meetings – it was agreed that Councillor’s requests for hard copies of paperwork should be received by 12 noon on the Monday prior to the meeting.

4.20
Planters – it was agreed that information was required regarding local joiners who could work with hardwood and that costings be secured to supplement  the two planters being provided by County.  The Town Clerk confirmed that she had contacted Azure and that they had been unable to provide a local contact.  It was suggested that contact be made with the Prisons at Acklington and Castington.  Agreed Action: ?
4.21
Signage for Road Entries into Blyth – it was agreed that Steve Bucknall be asked if he could provide quotes for four or six road signs.  Signs to state “Blyth twinned with Solingen” and the crests for Blyth, Solingen and Germany.
PC011/12

5.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT 

MATTERS
5.1
Escape Fund Raising Event – Information regarding this event was circulated for information.

5.2
Blyth Resource and Initiative Centre Invitation – it was confirmed that Councillor Nisbet would continue in this role.


5.3
IMAPs Invitation – it was confirmed that Councillor Parker

 would represent Blyth Town Council.

Signed by Chair of Policy Committee: _________________________
Date: ____________________________ 
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