BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF POLICY WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2011, 6.00PM AT EBOR HOUSE, CHURCH STREET, BLYTH.

Present:

Councillors
-
A L Gibbs-Barton





K Nisbet





R Parker





J R Potts





O Potts





P Reid





S Walker

In Attendance:

Town Clerk
-
S Noddings

PC016/8
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were tendered on behalf of Councillor Ellis.
PC017/9
2.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2011
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2011 were discussed and moved an accurate record of the meeting. Agreed
PC018/10
3.
DISCLOURES OF INTEREST



There were no personal or prejudicial interests declared.

PC019/11
4.
POLICY PRIORITIES 
4.1
Memorial Seats – Councillor Gibbs-Barton questioned whether Blyth Town Council was going to introduce Memorial Seats.  Councillor Reid enquired what would the ownership arrangements be for existing Memorial Benches – would they stay with Northumberland County Council or transfer to Blyth Town Council, or are they privately owned.  It was agreed that further information was required from Northumberland County Council regarding existing arrangements before Blyth Town Council could decide upon a policy and specify styles, materials, dimensions, locations, etc.
Initials:

Councillor Gibbs-Barton suggested that once these issues were resolved a simple brochure with a limited number of designs and costs be prepared.

Councillor J R Potts suggested that plaques on existing seats may be another alternative.

It was agreed that a policy would be required and that it should be displayed on the website.

Councillor Parker suggested that a sub-group should look at the development of a policy – Councillor Gibbs-Barton, Parker and J R Potts all agreed to participate.
4.2
Policy on Gold Fish as Prizes – it was agreed that the draft policy would be adopted.  The Events Co-ordinator to be briefed on this so that he can implement at all future events.  Agreed Action: SN
4.3
Discipline and Grievance Procedure – it was agreed that Councillors Walker and Reid would look at this with the Chair of the Staff Committee, Councillor O Potts.
4.4
Community Chest Policy and Procedure – it was agreed that the Town Clerk would check –

4.4.1
the funding arrangements for the Morpeth Grants    

Scheme with Morpeth Town Council;

4.4.2 the funding of non-capital expenditure with NALC;
4.4.3 also to check accounting requirements with the Internal Auditor.  Agreed Action: SN

It was also agreed that May and November would be the months when applications would be considered. This information to be included in all advertising, website, documents, etc.
PC020/12
5.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT 

MATTERS


5.1
Councillor Parker proposed that the Mayoral Chain should not have any further engraving added but that an honour board be created for all Blyth Town Council Mayors.  Councillor Reid enquired about the Honour Boards from the Civic Centre and asked whether these could be utilised in some way.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton stated that he felt that the chain should be maintained and that the first name should be replaced by the outgoing Mayor – their name would then be on the chain for 36 years.  Councillor Reid stated that the Honour Boards would provide continuing history.
Initials:

PCO21/12 6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING TO BE AGREED

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Policy Working Group would be agreed following the next Council Meeting.

Signed by Chair of Policy Committee: _________________________
Date: ____________________________ 
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