BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 10 March 2011 at the Isabella Community Centre, Blyth, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:
Councillors: -
J Condon



J R Potts




A L Gibbs-Barton (Mayor)
O Potts




D Lovatt



P Reid (Deputy Mayor)




P J Lovatt



L Rickerby




K Nisbet



I M R Tompkins

B Parker



F Wilson

IN ATTENDANCE:
S Noddings, Town Clerk, plus four (4) member of the public.

OPEN SESSION:


A member of the public enquired about an outline planning application made by UK Coal in 2008, which is due to run out on 8 July this year.  It was claimed that the applicant did not provide full information about the development of Morpeth Road School and the planning documentation (electronic and paper) has now vanished.  He asked, on behalf of the residents in that area, that when Blyth Town Council Planning and Development Committee receive an application to extend this that they hold a public meeting.  The residents want the full facts.
Councillor Gibbs-Barton responded by informing the members of the public that Blyth Town Council were one of a number of consultees in the planning process.  Perhaps Blyth Town Council could ask Northumberland County Council to hold a public meeting.

The member of the public who raised the question stated that the full planning facts were required, whoever held the meeting.

AGENDA – PART ONE

C159/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies and reasons for absence were received and accepted for Councillors K Ellis and S Davey.
Initials:

C160/10
2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on the 10 February 2011 were discussed, agreed and signed as a correct record with the following amendment. Amendment:  SN to amend Minute C155/10 4. expanding to explain the resolution and to record the vote result.
It was confirmed that all other issues arising from these minutes would be addressed by the agenda.

C161/10
3.
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:



There were no disclosures of interest.

C162/10
4.
NOTES FROM THE EVENTS WORKING GROUP 

MEETING HELD ON 22 FEBRUARY 2011 
The notes from 22 February 2011 were discussed and agreed with the following amendment. Amendment:  SN to amend to read Councillors Present: K Nisbet, B Parker; Also Attended: J R Potts, A L Gibbs-Barton.
C163/10
5.
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 24 FEBRUARY 2011
The minutes of 24 February 2011 were discussed and adopted.

It was agreed that a letter should be written by the Chair of the Planning and Development Committee to Steve Stewart, Chief Executive, Northumberland County Council, and Jennie Adamson, Head of Planning in SE Northumberland, regarding the IT issues that had impacted on the last meeting.  Action:  PR

C164/10
6.
NOTES FROM THE POLICY WORKING GROUP 

MEETING HELD ON 3 MARCH 2011


The notes from 3 March 2011 were discussed and agreed. 

Three Policies were move en bloc by Councillor Gibbs-Barton and seconded by Councillor Reid and adopted. These policies related to: -
· Members Allowances Policy

· Complaints Procedure

· Freedom of Information Policy
Initials:

C165/10
7.
MINUTES OF THE ASSETS COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON TUESDAY 8 MARCH 2011

The minutes of the Assets Committee Meeting held on 8 March 2011 were discussed and adopted on the proposal of Councillor Condon and seconded by Councillor Reid.

It was agreed that there would be an amendment to the Tenancy Agreements and that this would be forwarded to Councillor Gibbs-Barton for approval.  Action: SN
It was agreed that items relating to Item 7 in the minutes would be moved to Part 2 of the Agenda.

C166/10
8.
REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENT

The revised Blyth Town Council Risk Assessment was discussed and approved.

It was agreed that the Policy Working Group would also review the need for a Disaster Recovery Plan.  Action:   Policy Working Group
C167/10
9.
DECLARATION OF A CASUAL VACANCY

The formal Declaration of a Vacancy in the Newsham Ward was announced.  It was confirmed that the Notice of Vacancy would be displayed from Friday 11 March 2011 on the office notice board and Councillors requested that notices be placed in the New Delaval Welfare Hall, New Delaval First School, The Co-operative Store and St Bede’s Church Hall.  A copy of this notice also to be delivered to County Hall following telephone confirmation to the Electoral Team.  Action:  SN
C168/10
10.
PARISH MEETING (OR TOWN’S MEETING)
The Parish Meeting was discussed and it was agreed that for this year the meeting would take place on the same date as the Annual Meeting.  It was also agreed that information would be promoted within the Blyth Community to raise awareness and encourage involvement.  The Parish Meeting agenda would be driven by the public encouraging a more friendly and open environment.  Date Agreed as Thursday 12 May at 6.00pm followed by the Annual Meeting at 7.00pm.  Action:  SN to enquire whether it would be possible to have this meeting in the Council Chamber at the former Civic Centre.
Initials:

C169/10
11.
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND WORKING 

GROUPS



It was agreed that the following Working Groups would take on 

full Committee Status with effect from 2011-2012: -

· Staff Working Group
· Events Working Group

It was also agreed that the Premises Working Group would be wound down and any ongoing actions/responsibilities would devolve to the Finance Committee.

No additional Committees or Working Groups were requested.

C170/10
12.
COUNCIL DIARY OF MEETINGS



The previously issued schedule is to be reviewed by all 
Councillors and SN to be advised of any changes.  SN to then revise the schedule and circulate the document.

It was also confirmed that agreement had been reached that all Committees and Working Groups were to have scheduled meetings for Budget Setting prior to the November Finance Meeting.

It was also agreed that, due to current workload and pressure to issue minutes in time, there would be no other meetings the week of a Council Meeting, other than Planning and Development Committee Meetings.
C171/10
13.
THE BIG LUNCH



A report and recommendation had been previously distributed 

and this was discussed.  Councillor Rickerby questioned what funding was available from the Lottery and what deadlines applied.  Councillor J R Potts expressed his concerns about the logistics and the scale of the event.  He felt that the Big Lunch lends itself more to a local approach.  Councillor Parker would like to support the event but agreed with Councillor Potts. 
It was therefore agreed that Blyth Town Council would promote the Big Lunch and raise awareness in the community, supporting more local parties.  Members of the community would be directed to the appropriate funding opportunities.
Initials:

C172/10
14.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:

14.1
Potential Transfer of Services - Councillor Gibbs-Barton advised the Council that discussions were progressing and that Blyth Town Council Service Level Agreements had been drafted for each of the three areas.  These had been circulated to Councillors for comment.
14.2
Credit Union in Northumberland – a letter had been received from Northumberland Credit Union requesting financial support for salaries, etc.  It was agreed that due to the nature of the support required the application would be formally rejected.  Action:  SN to write.
It was agreed that Items 14.3 and 14.4 would be moved to Part 2 of the Agenda.

C173/10
15.
DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:

The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 12 May 2011 at a venue to be confirmed.
Councillor Parker then moved a resolution that the meeting move to Part 2 of the Agenda and this was seconded by Councillor Rickerby.
AGENDA – PART TWO
C174/10
16.
FIRST AID AND HEALTH & SAFETY TRAINING



SN reported that she had established the cost of the two training 

courses with Priory Training – First Aid £295 and Health & Safety £225, both with a maximum of 15 participants. The expenditure was accepted and SN was asked to make arrangements for both courses.  Action:  SN
C175/10
17.
DRAINAGE ISSUES AT BOLAM AVENUE ALLOTMENTS



SN reported that she had received a breakdown of costs for a 
phased approach by Straughans and that there were concerns regarding the overall cost increasing if this work was carried out over too long a period. SN also reported that she had received an additional quotation from an organisation called Hadley Amos. The Assets Committee met on Tuesday 8 March and SN had been asked to contact Hadley Amos regarding references and examples of similar work.  SN had left messages with Hadley Amos on Wednesday 9 March and spoken with them on 10 March and references were to be provided.
Initials:



After much discussion regarding how this project could be 

progressed it was agreed that subject to satisfactory references Hadley Amos would be offered the work.  There were two abstentions.

C176/10
18.
PERIMETER FENCE WENSLEYDALE ALLOTMENTS



SN reported that she had received the quotation for the 

replacement fence at Wensleydale Allotments next to the first house on Wensleydale Terrace.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton and SN had visited the householder in December to view the problems and there was definite erosion to the land and some slippage to block paving.  The quotation from J Smith & Son was for 40 meters of steel palisade fence at a total cost of £4,600.  After discussion this expenditure was approved. 

C177/10
19.
TOWN CLERK’S HOURS OF WORK



The Council confirmed that the Town Clerk’s hours of work would 
be increased to full time with effect from 1 April 2011.  See previously agreed Notes from Staff Working Group dated 8 February 2011, Item 4(1).
C178/11
20.
TOWN CLERK’S MEMBERSHIP OF SLCC


SN reported that the cost would include a Joining Fee of £15 and 

a Full Year’s Subscription of £190, totalling £205.  This expenditure was agreed.
Signed by the Chair: .......................................................

Date:  ......................................................
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