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Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 

Arms Evertyne House, Quay Road, Blyth NE24 2AS on Thursday 1 June 

2017 at 6.30 pm. 

Present: 

Members of the Public: 5 

Town Councillors:  

 

J R Potts (Mayor), K Nisbet, D Carr, R Parker, O Potts, M Richardson, W 

Taylor, D Walls, G Webb 

 

Apologies:   Councillors: A Cartie, K Ellis 

 

Officers in Attendance:  

 

Town Clerk – Joe Hughes 

Committee Clerk – Maureen Hawthorne 

 

Invited Guests: 

 

Nigel Walsh 

Zoe Botterill  

 

 
Meeting 

 

The Mayor, Councillor J R Potts, welcomed everyone to the Annual Town 

Meeting, and explained that this meeting is for the residents.   He added 

that there will be presentation on the Tour of Britain with an opportunity 

to ask questions at the end of the meeting. The Mayor explained that 

Blyth Town Council is a Parish Council and has been in existence for 8 

years and gave an outline of the Council’s responsibilities;  
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The Environmental Services Committee looks after children’s play areas, 

bus shelters, war memorials and there is a Partnership agreement with 

Northumberland County Council which covers grass cutting, flower beds, 

weed control etc. 

The Planning Committee is consulted in respect of all local planning 

applications and is able to make comment and submit views to NCC. 

The Council is responsible for 10 allotment sites, some of which are run 

by allotment associations. 

The Events Committee runs the fireworks display, the Christmas lights 

and Christmas tree as well as Northumberland Live Music Festival which 

takes place on 24 June 2017 this year.   

There is a Community Grants Committee, with a budget of £84,000 and 

local organisations are able to apply to this Committee for a grant.  The 

Finance Committee is where the annual budget is set and the precept is 

raised.    This year the expenditure is approximately £1.3 million which is 

raised through council tax, income and using reserves.   

The Mayor invited approval of last year’s Minutes from those in 

attendance. 

The Minutes of last year’s Annual Town Meeting held on Thursday 26 Ma 

2016 were AGREED by those in attendance. 

The Mayor then introduced Nigel Walsh from Northumberland County 

Council and Zoe Botterill, Culture Creative, to deliver a presentation on 

the Tour of Britain, Stage 2, which will come to Blyth on Monday 4 

September 2017. 

Mr Walsh gave some background information on the success of the Tour 

of Britain when it came through Blyth in 2015, including the economic 

impact of advertising (£2.7 million), 37% rise to the number of visitors to 

the Northumberland website  and 300,000 watched it live. 

This year spectators will see the riders cross the finishing line twice and 

the expected finishing time is approximately 3.30 pm. 

Mr Walsh and Ms Botterill are working closing with the Council’s Events 

Co-ordinator and information will be shared once it has been confirmed.  

There will be activity in the Market Place from 10.00 am, including the 

return of the velodrome.  Blyth Town Council is to have its own page on 

the website where road closures etc will be shown. 
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The Council will also be able to share information, advertise activities etc. 

on this page.   

Once the timings have been confirmed some smaller events may be 

planned to allow members of the public to ride some of the route whilst 

the road is closed to traffic.   

In response to a question from a member of the public, it was confirmed 

that music will be played in the Market Place but there are no plans to 

extend this toward the Quay area.  Ms Botterill is working closely with 

Town Councils and would welcome involvement from the community. A 

promotional video is available and will be shared with the Council.  6 

photographers have been employed to cover the event.  The Events Co-

ordinator is actively working to involve local businesses in both this event 

and others planned throughout the year.  

Northumberland Live 

Last year 15,000 people attended the event and the feedback was 

excellent. The Undertones are headlining this year’s event and a German 

stadium band, Crisis, will also play.  It is hoped that in 2018 a Blyth band 

will visit Germany.  A number of local bands are participating and Beach 

Hut Radio have been engaged as the local radio provider.  The Events Co-

ordinator said there is still room for other people to get involved.   

It was noted that security has been increased for this event due to recent 

attacks in other parts of the country and armed police will be present on 

the day.   

The Mayor invited questions from those present and asked if there is 

anything else the Council could be doing to promote what they do. A 

member of the public said she felt people should attend the meetings to 

air their views rather than use social media as there are a lot of rumours 

instigated on Facebook etc.  It was noted that there is the opportunity for 

resident to put questions to Council as there is a 20 minute question time 

before the sitting of each Full Council. Details of these meetings can be 

found on the website.   

Discussion took place around the anti-social behaviour in Blyth and litter 

continues to be an issue despite the Council installing a large number of 

litter bins throughout the area.  A residents group has been set up in the 

Avenues and Councillor Nisbet suggested that it would be useful to include 
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the local Councillor in the group.  

 

Councillor Nisbet added that anti-social behaviour should be reported to 

the police.  CCTV is installed in all new play areas due to vandalism and a 

lot of money has been spent on repairs to bus shelters.  A public meeting 

was held in Ridley Park recently which the police attended.  The advised 

that the public should report issues and extra patrols will be put in place.   

 

The meeting closed at 7.25 pm 

 

Date: 

 

Signed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


