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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Thursday 6 September 2012 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors: Condon JJ, Gibbs-Barton A, Parker R, Potts JR (Chair), Potts O and Reid P.

Officer: Rickitt SE. 

Also present: Councillor K Nisbet and Schofield R (ARCH)
P126/1: Apologies for Absence

None.
P127/2: Declarations of Interest

None

P128/3: Bus Station Improvement.

3.1: As an introduction, Richard Schofield from ARCH gave a short overview of ARCH, the arms-length group of companies wholly owned by the County Council with a regeneration remit for specific areas or projects within Northumberland.

3.2: His principal purpose was to brief the Committee on the proposals for improving the Bus Station, currently the subject of consultation by ARRIVA and ARCH.
3.3: The Committee welcomed the proposals. In the course of the discussion with Mr Schofield, a number of matters were raised including

· Concerns about the sandstone pavements and whether they would be slippery in wet weather,

· The desire to have a co-ordinated theme with the planters and other street furniture in The Market Place,

· Concerns that the vehicular carriageway way should be coloured or otherwise differentiated from pedestrian areas and bus pull-ins,

· The need to cater for those with sight difficulties, especially on any areas of shared surfaces,

· The need for kerbing to reduce water flowing onto pedestrian areas,

· The Committee’s wish for confirmation that either ARRIVA or the County Council would remain responsible for the maintenance of the trees/shrubs within the planters,

· The need for clarity from the County Council as to which Bus Shelters remained, and would remain, the responsibility of the County Council or ARRIVA,

·  The welcomed improvement of lighting, and
· The need to reduce the gradient of the library ramp.

3.4: The Committee thanked Mr Schofield for attending the meeting and emphasised that they were always happy to act as a sounding board for proposals within Blyth, ahead of any formal consultations.

P129/4: Minutes

4.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 16 August were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

P130/5 Matters Arising
	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time
	Report to the Committee

	26 July - P118/12.5
	Check LTP Response sent to NCC
	SER - 24 Aug.
	As a precaution, the minutes were sent to NCC on 28 Aug.

	16 Aug - P123/12.4.4
	Contact NCC Planners about Weekly List
	SER - 24 Aug.
	It appears the problems were caused by holidays. Members agree to monitor the position as the same occurred at this meeting

	16 Aug - P124/12.5
	Special meeting to consider LDO in late October
	SER - 30 Sept (once consultation dates are known)
	On-going but the Chair drew attention to the recently erected North Blyth Wind Turbine, given consent in 2008 by Wansbeck DC as a clear example of the importance of detailed examination of the LDO.

	16 Aug - P125/12.6.3
	Research for Biomass Power Station summaries
	SER - 14 Sept
	The Committee were advised that the Council is registered as an Interested Party.


P131/6: Planning Applications

6.1 - Weekly Lists Dated 20 August, 28 August and 3 September
The only item concerned works at the former Wensleydale School which had previously been considered by the Committee - See Comments at minute P117/14.4.4 - Meeting of 26 July 2012.
6.24.4 Additional Applications not on the weekly lists but where a response is required before the next meeting of this Committee.
12/02042/FUL – Demolition and replacement of 56 Dwellings – Land to North of Hodgsons Road – The Committee welcomed and supported these proposals, and hoped there would be rapid implementation once planning consent was obtained.

12/02302/FUL – Single Storey extensions – 11 Inglewood Close - No Comments
12/02416/ADE – Advertising Consent for illuminated Signs – The Committee asked the Local Planning Authority to ensure that neighbouring residential properties were not affected by intrusive illumination.
P132/7 Matters to be considered by Northumberland County Council on 18 September 2012.

7.1: The committee decided not to send a speaker to comment on the following applications:

· Land North of 1-5 Windsor Drive,

· Former Wensleydale School,

· McDonalds, Cowpen Road.

7.2: In respect of the Land North of 1-5 Windsor Drive, the committee remained concerned about flooding and who would be responsible for the long-term maintenance of any flood defence works. 
P133/8: Morpeth Northern Bypass
8.1 The Committee noted the County Council’s current consultation and supported the proposals as assisting in the economic regeneration of Blyth (and South-East Northumberland in general) by improving the road links to the A1. 
Meeting closed at 7.45pm.

Confirmed as a true record
 and signed by the Chair………………………

Date………………….

Action List

	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time

	16 Aug - P123/12.4.4 and 6 Sept – P130/5
	Contact NCC Planners about Weekly List
	All to monitor for applications appearing late on the weekly list.

	16 Aug - P124/12.5
	Special meeting to consider LDO in late October
	SER - 30 Sept (once consultation dates are known)

	16 Aug - P125/12.6.3
	Research for Biomass Power Station summaries
	SER - 14 Sept

	16 Aug – P125/12.6.1
	Arrange a meeting with ARCH and NCC Heritage & Conservation officers
	SER - 21 Sept (once the appropriate NCC has returned from leave)
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