
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 3 November 2011, 6.00pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.
PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton



K Nisbet 

(Chair)




B Parker




J R Potts

(Vice Chair)




O Potts




P Reid

IN ATTENDANCE:

Town Clerk:
S Noddings 
P045/11
1.
JENNIE ADAMSON, SOUTH EAST AREA 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL


Jennie advised the meeting that all applications were now being dealt 

with by the Central Team.  A recent problem with consultation documents being issued up to two week’s late was reportedly down to an IT problem which has now been rectified and the consultation dates have been adjusted to accommodate this problem.

Comments on consultation should now be submitted by email to Planning@northumberland.gov.uk and not through the Northumberland County Council website login route.  It was agreed that it may be useful to flag all emails for a receipt on being opened.

The documentation system is being changed and the scanning of documents will now take place at the beginning of the process.  Any amendments of a major nature should result in re-consultation.

Jennie confirmed that a lean process had been adopted by the Central Registry.
Initials:
Discussion took place regarding: -

· The issue of consultation regarding major development in neighboring areas (e.g. North Blyth Biomass Power Station) was raised and Jennie agreed to look into this.

· The issue of having named Officers for each application was discussed and Jennie explained that due to differing workloads it had been suggested that applications were dealt with by Officers with capacity.  Most major applications are still allocated a named Officer.

· It was confirmed that the 21 days consultation period commences on the day that the consultation documents are issued and that this forms part of a process that is allocated 8 weeks.  Larger applications have a process lasting 13 weeks.

· It was confirmed that comments would still be accepted even though the 21 days had expired providing that the application had not been determined.

· Jennie advised that ‘Holding Comments’ should be submitted if timescales are causing an issue and that concerns are likely to be raised by an application.

· It was confirmed that Francis Wilkinson currently manages the Central Scheme at County Hall.

· An Urban and Strategic Team is to be set-up centrally and there will be a newly appointed manager for this team.
· It was confirmed that Parish and Town Councils have the same rights as District Councils and Jennie agreed to provide information.

· It was confirmed that the Central Team would be emailing decisions out in the near future.

· Jennie agreed to check whether Karen Ledgers audit forms would be available electronically.

P046/11
2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
P047/11
3.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 OCTOBER 2011

The minutes of the meeting were discussed, moved as a true and proper record by Councillor Potts and agreed. 
P048/11
4.
DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of interest.
Initials:
P049/11
5.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

5.1
Weekly List Dated 17 October 2011 (2 Applications)
Application 11/01861/NONMAT – No Comment

Application 11/02504/NONMAT – No Comment


5.2
Weekly List Dated 24 October 2011 (3 Applications)

Application 11/01914/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/02334/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/02626/CCD – Councillor Nisbet declared an interest as a School Governor and did not participate in the discussion.  No Comment


5.3
Weekly List Dated 31 October 2011 (2 Applications)
Application 11/02460/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/02622/FUL – No Comment

P050/11
6.
ITERMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

It was agreed that the consultation documents provided by RES 

regarding North Blyth Biomass Plant would be circulated to all Councillors for their comment.  Agreed Action: SN
P051/11
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Planning & Development Committee Meeting will take
place on Thursday 24 November 2011, 6.00pm at Ebor House. 
Signed by the Chair: ………………………………...........................................
Date: ……………………………….....................
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