BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Assets Committee Meeting held at the Council Offices, Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, on Tuesday 8 March 2011.

PRESENT: -

Councillors:


J J Condon
(Vice Chair)




A L Gibbs-Barton





J Newman





R Parker





P Reid

IN ATTENDANCE: -
Town Clerk:

S Noddings

AO51/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted on behalf of Councillor Ellis.
A052/10
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest.

A053/10
3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WITH ALLOTMENT 

HOLDERS ON 7 DECEMBER 2010


The minutes were discussed and agreed to be a true and 

proper record.  They were then signed by the Councillor Condon.
Actions not included in the Agenda for the meeting were then reviewed.

A054/10
4.
DRAFTING OF TENANCY AGREEMENTS AND GUIDELINES 

FOR ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL TENANTS


It was confirmed that 99.7% of the returned Surveys had supported 

that Allotment Associations and individual Allotment Holders should be governed by the model policy set out by the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG), as a minimum standard.

Initials:
It was also agreed that the final clause of both tenancy agreements should be as follows: -

“Abusive language or threatening behaviour will not be tolerated by Blyth Town Council and will result in immediate termination of this agreement.  This policy applies to all Members of Blyth Town Council and their Officers, Members and Officials of Allotments Associations, Individual Tenants and any Visitors to the Allotment Gardens”.


Action Agreed:  Town Clerk (SN) to draft Blyth Town Council 

Tenancy Agreements and circulate to all Councillors with these minutes.
A055/10
5.
UPDATE REGARDING RECRUITMENT AND SELECTION OF 

ASSETS OFFICER


The Town Clerk reported that there had been 21 enquiries which 

had resulted in seven completed application forms, five of which were extremely promising.

Action Agreed:  Councillor Reid (PR) to contact Members of the Staff Working Group to establish when it would be convenient to hold a meeting, ideally within the next seven days.  Councillor Reid (PR) also to establish when Members of the Staff Working Group are available to conduct interviews.  Once information is available Members of the Group will receive confirmation.
A055/10
6.
UPDATE ON OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACTIONS 

REGARDING ALLOTMENTS


The Town Clerk explained that she had hoped to have a proposal 

regarding Planned Maintenance for the Allotment Sites and apologised that she had not had time to complete this.
A056/10
7.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:
7.1
The Town Clerk advised the Members that she had recently attended a First Aid at Work Course and was attending a Health & Safety at Work Course next week.  Both events had been advertised by Blyth Valley CVA and had been facilitated by Priory Training.  She recommended that these courses would be excellent training for representative from the Allotments and Allotment Associations.

Initials:

Action Agreed: Town Clerk (SN) to contact BVCVA to check if they would be running these courses in the near future and to contact Priory Training to establish what it would cost to run these courses for Blyth Town Council Allotment Holders, Allotment Associations and Town Councillors.  Ideally to have this information available for the Council Meeting on Thursday 10 March 2011.
7.2
The Town Clerk confirmed that she now had a revised 

proposal from Straughans regarding a phased approach to dealing with the drainage at Bolam Avenue.  However Straughans had explained that the total cost of £42,000 could be affected by increased costs depending on the proposed timescale for the work.
7.3
The Town Clerk confirmed that she now received an additional quotation from Hadley Amos of Amos Agricultural & Plant.  This proposal was for four lanes of drainage, connection to the main drain and the re-grading of roads with tar planning’s.  The derelict allotments at Bolam Avenue would be levelled and the materials excavated on site would be moved to this area while work was undertaken – the resulting area would then only require topsoil to provide up to approximately 20 half size gardens.

Action Agreed: Town Clerk (SN) to approach Hadley Amos for examples of similar work undertaken locally and references.
7.4
The Town Clerk confirmed that she had received the quotation for work to replace part of the perimeter fence at Wensleydale Allotments, alongside the first house on Wensleydale Terrace.  A visit had been made by ALG-B and SN in December 2010 and the fence had been deteriorating over a period of years and land erosion had displaced block-paving at the side of the house.  The quotation for the removal of the rotten timber fence and replacement with a steel palisade fence (40 meters) is £4,600 plus VAT.  It was agreed that Council would be asked to approve this expenditure. 
A057/10
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING WITH ALLOTMENT 

HOLDERS AND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATIONS

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 5 April 2011, 7.00pm at the Isabella Community Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth.

Initials:
A058/10
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING OF ASSETS COMMITTEE 

(COUNCILLORS ONLY)


The next meeting of Councillors will take place on Tuesday 7 June 

2011, 7.00pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House.

Signed by the Chair: ....................................................................

Date: ...........................................................
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