BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 24 April 2012 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:



J Condon

K Nisbet
(Chair)
R Parker

S Walker 
(Vice Chair)
Councillors in Attendance:


J R Potts

In Attendance:

Sue Noddings, Town Clerk





Paul Taylor, Events Co-ordinator


Steve Bucknall, Northumberland County Council
E094/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor A L Gibbs-Barton and Michael Nicholson of the Federation of Market Traders.
E094/11
2.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

     
There were no disclosures of interest.
E095/11
3.
MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2012
The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed a true and proper record.
E096/11
4.
PART TWO AGENDA ITEM – EVENT CO-ORDINATOR’S 

SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT


Councillor R Parker, Mayor, insisted that the Part Two Agenda Item be 

dealt with at this stage of the meeting rather than at the end of the meeting as proposed by Councillor K Nesbit, Deputy Mayor and Chair of Meeting.
Initials:


Steve Bucknall and Paul Taylor retired from the meeting whilst this item 

was discussed.
The draft Service Level Agreement prepared by the Town Clerk in consultation with the Events Co-ordinator was discussed and agreed.

Steve Bucknall and Paul Taylor re-joined the meeting.
E097/11
5.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE
4.1
Summer Fair – the Events Co-ordinator advised the meeting that the arrangements for the Summer Fair were progressing and that arrangements had been made for the Northumbrian Pipers, Clog Dancers and the Hog Roast to coincide with the visit from the Civic and Citizens from Solingen. The Events Co-ordinator undertook to contact the Organiser of the Continental Market again to establish whether they would be available for the Summer Fair dates.  Agreed Action:  PT   The Events Co-ordinator apologised for not circulating an update on any of the events prior to the meeting and undertook to do this within the next two days.  Agreed Action:  PT  
4.2
Photographic Competition – the Events Co-ordinator explained that the press release approved by Councillors had been issued but that it had not been used by the Chronicle and Journal and that the News Post Leader had used it two weeks later in an edited format.  Applications had however been quite encouraging and an application form is to be placed on the Blyth Town Council website.

The meeting discussed the possibility of advertising and a lengthy discussion took place.  It was agreed that the Events Co-ordinator would look at utilising the local Link Publication.  Agreed Action:  PT

4.3
Christmas Lighting 2012 – the proposed expansion of the lighting scheme in the Market Place was discussed and agreed.  The Events Co-ordinator agreed to contact Balfour Beattie in order that they can schedule an early start to the necessary work.  Agreed Action:  PT


The Events Co-ordinator confirmed that the Continental Market would be in Blyth for both the Christmas Festival and the weekend immediately prior to Christmas.
Initials:
E098/11
5.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS


5.1
Olympic Torch Relay/Legacy – the Town Clerk requested that 

the Members approve the involvement of the Events Co-ordinator in the arrangements/promotion of both Item 5.1 and 5.2. She explained that she was concerned that the events were not receiving her full attention and that she did not have the same skills and knowledge as the Events Organiser.  It was agreed that the Events Organiser be involved as his Service Level Agreement was not restricted to specific events.  Councillor K Nisbet also requested that she be kept informed of all future meetings. 
5.2
50 Year Celebration of Town Twinning between Blyth and Solingen – see Item 5.1
5.3
Morrisons – Councillor K Nisbet advised the meeting that she had established an excellent contact at an Area level and that she would contact him regarding possible meetings with the Council and Blyth Town Team.

The Town Clerk advised the meeting that she had received an email from Ray Browning regarding some funding Morrisons were making available to promote Blyth Events.  It was agreed that more information was required and that a meeting should be arranged. Agreed Action:  SN

5.4
Northumbria in Bloom – Councillor K Nisbet and the Town Clerk 

advised the meeting that the Judges had carried out their preliminary visit on Monday 23 April 2012 and that they strongly recommended that Blyth Town Council encourage a Community Committee to be established.  After much discussion it was agreed that consideration should be given to re-instating the Blyth in Bloom Competition.  
5.5
Events Co-ordinators Service Level Agreement – dealt with as Item 4 above.
E099/11
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 29 May 2012 at 6.30pm.
The Town Clerk advised the meeting that she would be on holiday at the time of the meeting and would endeavour to make alternative arrangements for minute taking.

Initials:
Signed: __________________________________________ (Chair)
Date: _________________________________
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