
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 17 March 2011, 6.30pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.
PRESENT:

Councillors:

K Nisbet


J R Potts



B Parker


P Reid
IN ATTENDANCE:

Town Clerk:
S Noddings 
Plus the following were present for the first part of the meeting: -




Representatives from Nathanial Lichfield and Partners




Representative from Blagdon Estates




County Councillor Deirdre Campbell

PRESENTATION - REGARDING PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT A SITE IN SOUTH WEST NEWSHAM

Outline proposals for 250 units of housing, 3 to 4 bedroom houses and some 5 bedroom.  Access points were described as Laverock Hall Road and access from the North off South Newsham Road.  A care home could form part of the overall development and land has been identified for this.  There would be a central landscaped area where flooding has been identified and this would form wetlands and a community park.  Opportunities for the provision of equipment for play areas both on and off site were also discussed. It was estimated that 102 new jobs would be created with 75 in construction plus 27 through building supply chain.  It was also anticipated that the development would create an additional £3m spend per year.  The New Homes Bonus being introduced in April 2011 would also match Council Tax funding for six years following completion giving £316,794 per annum to NCC – over £1.9m in six year period.
Discussion followed regarding: -

· Lack of economic housing/BVDC had 10% rule where more than 30 houses were being developed – has NCC adopted this?

· Increased usage/pressure on road structure/alternative road options

· Public consultation process

· Need for community resources for young people

· Involvement of the local schools in mapping out what is lacking in the area/plans to involve schools in the conservation area

· Re-opening of former bus route

· Extension of SusTrans Cycle Route

· Newsham Burn and flooding issues/storage tanks to be designed into the plans – working with Ecologists

· Possibility of new shops – consultants to establish interest

· Notionally May 2011 for outline planning application – 13 weeks to determination

· 2013 notionally for development

Action:
That Nathaniel Lichfield consultants agreed to share the information their traffic research with the Planning and Development Committee and estimated that it would be available in the next two weeks.  Once Town Councillors have had the opportunity to review this information there was the possibility of a further meeting.
In summing up it was agreed that Blyth Town Council would welcome the development but that there were some concerns.  Councillor Reid, Chair, proposed the following: -

· Meeting with County regarding the traffic study pre-consultation.  Wait for traffic research then request meeting with Planning and Highways.

· Study on shopping needs and trends.

· Should not forget about the affordable housing issue.

· Clarify NCC’s policy on % of affordable housing.

P113/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received and accepted from Councillors Gibbs-Barton. 
P114/10
2.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17 March 2011

The minutes were agreed a true and proper record of the 



meetings and were signed by the Chair.

Initials:

P115/10
3.
DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillor Nisbet declared an interest in the proposed development at the Comrades Club and explained that she had been canvassed by both sides.
P116/10
4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

4.1
Weekly List Dated 1 March 2011: -

No Weekly List Received.
4.2
Weekly List Dated 8 March 2011

Application 11/00068/VARYCO – No Comment
Application 11/00075/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/00086/NONMAT – No Comment
4.3
Weekly List Dated 15 March 2011
Application 11/00088/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/00087/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00093/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/00109/FUL – No Comment
P117/10
5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

5.1
10/S/00672/FUL – Update on Site Visit regarding Planning Application for development of houses in front of the Comrades Club, Wright Street.  Councillor Parker advised the meeting that following the visit he had no reservations regarding this application.
5.2  
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 – Hathery Lane
5.3
Town Twinning Signs – it was agreed that signage was needed and it was suggested that this be addressed as part of the Blyth Town Council gateway planting.  Action:  SN to secure costings from Highways for three signs.
Initials:

5.4
Bebside Recycling Centre - it was suggested that the Residents Association for that area be approached to establish what their experience had been.  It was also suggested that Sergeant Gary Neil may be able to provide some information on this subject.  Action: SN
P118/10
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Planning and Development Committee Meeting will take
place on Thursday 7 April 2011, 7.00pm at Ebor House. 
Signed by the Chair: ………………………………...........................................
Date: ……………………………….....................
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