BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Assets Committee held at Ebor House, 1 Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG on Tuesday 13th December 2011 @ 18:00
PRESENT: -

Councillors:


K Ellis





R Parker


Chair






I M R Tompkins

IN ATTENDANCE: -
Town Clerk:

S Noddings

Assets Officer:

D Westwell

A043/11
1.
Apologies for Absence:
None
A044/11
2.
Declarations of Interest:
None
A045/11
3.
Minutes of Meeting Held on 13th September 2011 



Councillor Ellis asked if the email sent out by the Asset 



Officer requesting councillors to undertake minor asset 



familiarisation indicated that this work had not already been 


undertaken. The Asset Officer commented that 




Northumberland County Councils asset register had only been 


received in the week prior to this meeting and that councillors 


had agreed in principal to undertake this task. It was agreed 


that the Asset Officer undertake this task at the earliest 



opportunity.



The Assets Officer commented that Homes for 





Northumberland have been contacted and that a plelimanary 


meeting was to be arranged in the New Year regarding 



boundary fencing after arranging the appropriate access 
`


requirements at this site.



The Assets Officer commented that the tenant of plot 56 at 


Side Club Allotments had been issued with 30 day notice and 


that if cultivation had not been undertaken a notice of eviction 


would be issued. As this plot is adjacent to the Gas Governor 


House perimeter, Northern Gas Networks had been contacted 


with an update and negotiations will continue once the plot 


has been cleared.



Resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record.
A046/11   4.

Report on North East Allotment Officers’ Forum in Long 



Newton Thursday 17 November 2011



The Chairman requested that the term ‘Minutes Attached’ be 


titled Notes or Report when referring to an Agenda. This 



was duly noted by the Asset Officer. The report from this 



forum was emailed to all councillors prior to this meeting, 



however a copy was also made available at this meeting.
A047/11   5.

Report on current allotment fence issues and proposals for a 


policy for internal and external fencing on Blyth allotments.



The Asset Officer displayed some photos of current issues 



with fencing at Allotment sites. Whilst it was agreed that not 


all sites encountered the same problems a plan of gradual 



replacement with a suitable fencing material would seem the 


most appropriate course of action. The Asset's Committee 



requested that costs for three types of fencing be submitted 


for the next meeting for consideration. The committee also 


requested that the Assets Officer submit a draft policy for 



internal and external fencing for all Blyth allotments.

A048/11   6.
Increase in Allotment Rent Charges 2013/2014.



The committee agreed to set the future rents for all 




allotments within Blyth as follows.



Plots less than 300 square metres

- £50




Plots greater than 300 square metres
- £60




The above rents are based upon a calculation of yearly 



inflation from 2006 -2011 and an allowance for inflation 



in 2012 -2013 




In addition to these increases a levy of £7 will be added to all 


bills to cover water charges from 2013/14
A049/11
7.
Wensleydale new plot holders.



The Assets Officer commented that one plot at Wenlseydale 


Terrace had now been vacated and subsequently three new 


tenants from the waiting list have now been allocated 175 



square metres each from this plot.
A050/11
8.
Bolam Avenue Allotments update.



Blyth Smallholdings and Allotment Association had undertaken 


to secure the rear entrance to this site with a new lock 



mechanism. Unfortunately this lock has been initanally 



damaged by person or persons unknown and this main gate is 


now out of use until a suitable security camera can be 



installed. The committee has respectfully requested that the 


association approach there local council member to discuss 


this further.  An initial quote for internal roads at Bolam Park 


had been received from Amos Construction Ltd. 



Haulage & Manpower only


- £2940.00 + VAT



Haulage & Manpower, Planning’s & Brick
- £8135.00 + VAT




The Asset Officer commented the 350 tons of road planning’s 


were 
unlikely to be sourced solely from Northumberland 



County Council and that further tendering may be necessary. 
A051/11
7.
Any Other Business:



The Committee requested that a draft policy for recycling be 


created by the Asset Officer to reduce the use of skips.
A052/11
8.
Date of Next Meeting of the Assets Committee



The next meeting of Assets Committee will be held on 



Tuesday 10th Jan 2012 @ 18:30 at Isabella Community 



Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth



The next meeting of Assets Committee with Allotment holders 


will be held on Tues 10th Jan 2012 @ 19:00 at Isabella 



Community Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth
Signed by the Chair: ....................................................................

Date: ...........................................................
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