BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

	Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 5 July 2012, 6.30pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.



	PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton




B Parker




J R Potts

(Chair)




O Potts               (Vice Chair)
                          P Reid
IN ATTENDANCE:

Town Clerk:
S Noddings



	ITEM:
	MINUTES:
	ACTION:

	P108/12 1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors J Condon and D Lovatt.
	

	P109/12 2.
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 JUNE 2012
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 June 2012 were discussed, moved a true and proper record, agreed and signed by the Chair of the Committee.
The following was noted: -

Item P103/12 2. The Town Clerk reported that she had not managed to speak with Karen Ledger, Head of Planning, Northumberland County Council or Liam Hall in Planning.  She had however managed to speak with a member of the team who had advised her that NCC had made a decision not to publish consultee’s comments online.  Having checked that the comments were recorded within the Planning Department the Clerk then asked why this decision had not been communicated to Blyth Town Council despite numerous meetings and queries.  

It was agreed that NCC be asked to insert the following “Consultee information not available online; please apply to _____________ for details of comments”. Alternatively they could remove the reference to Blyth Town Council not having provided comments. SN to write to NCC.
Item P106/12 5. The Town Clerk enquired whether Members had received the documents listed explaining that there had been some IT issues due to the size of the documents.  It was agreed that they would be re-circulated.
	SN
SN

	P110/12 3.
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures of interest.
	

	P111/12 4.
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4.1  Weekly List Dated 18 June 2012
Application 12/01270/VARCO – No objections were raised providing that the applicant was not trading.

Application 12/01554/FUL – No documents were available online for Members to consult and the only proviso they raised was to that Planning ensure that nearby properties are not overlooked.
Application 12/01592/FUL – No documents were available online for Members to consult but no comments were made.
4.2  Weekly List Dated 25 June 2012

Application 12/01634/ADE – No Comments were made.
Application 12/01639/FUL – Members commented on the change of use and parking and questioned whether this would change the character of the area.  It was also noted that there were similar facilities nearby.
Application 12/01695/FUL – No objections were raised based on the information provided.

Application 12/01700/VARYCO – Objections were raised to the requested variation of conditions as the applicant had been given the standard period for appeal.

Application 12/01747/REM – Members raised issues regarding proposed access for the different phases of development.  Members felt that this development should be considered in parallel with the development of the former Wensleydale School site and a strategy developed over the two sites.  Members felt that no decision should be made until this issue was resolved.  Other questions related to: -

· What measures were being taken to mitigate safety issues?

· The possibility of access via Links Road instead of the proposed route.

It was noted that this was of major interest to Blyth Town Council and a request was made to be kept fully informed.

It was also noted that Blyth Town Council would have to make a request that Persimmon move the water meter for Wensleydale Allotments which is situated on their land.

Application 12/01850/NONMAT – no documents were available online but Members raised no comments.
4.3  Weekly List Dated 2 July 2012
Application 12/01237/FUL – Members raised concerns regarding the Northumberland County Council Policy, particularly relating to Blyth, regarding the number of premises used for hot food takeaways as it was thought Blyth was at saturation point.  Members also questioned whether a flood survey had been conducted for the property and what the car parking policy was in a restricted area?

Application 12/01507/FUL – No comments were made.
Application 12/01569/FUL – no documents were available online but Members made no comments.

Application 12/01682/COU – A2 classification (Professional Financial Services) caused some concern to Members as this could be another betting shop, credit broker, etc.  Members stated that they would prefer to see the retention of A1 status and a shop front in the town.
	

	P112/12 5.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:
5.1  Northumberland County Council Local 

       Transport Plant (LTP) Programme 

       2013-14 – correspondence had been 

       received regarding a request for the top 

       three priorities for inclusion in the draft to 

       be submitted by Friday 28 September 2012.
       Documents to be circulated to all Members.

5.2  County Plan – the meeting was advised 

       that submissions had to be made by 15 

       August 2012.  If Blyth Town Council are to 

       make a local submission it was agreed that 

       it should be discussed at Council on 19 July 

       2012 and at the next Planning & 

       Development Committee Meeting on 26 July 

       2012.
	SN


	P113/12 6.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next scheduled meeting is Thursday 26 July 2012 at 6.30pm.  
	


Signed by the Chair: ..............................................................

Dated: ............................................
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