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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the Events Committee held in the Council 
Chamber at Arms Evertyne House on Tuesday 26 January 2016 

 

Present: 
 

Councillors:  
K Nisbet (Chair), A Cartie (Vice Chair), C Bruce, A Gibbs-Barton, M A 

Parker, R Parker, J R Potts, L Rickerby 
 

Also Present:  

Councillors: B W Elliott, O Potts  

Officers: 

S  E Rickitt   Town Clerk  

S Robinson   Environmental Services Officer  
A McCabe   Office Manager 

M Hawthorne  Committee Clerk 
A Spratt   Administrative/Customer Services Assistant  

 

Invited Guests: 

J Houghton   Carnival Rides 

Sharon Bailey  Isis Arts 
Chris Byrne   Active Northumberland 

Dominic Smith  Short Circuit Arts Project  
P Taylor   Events Co-ordinator (Community Works) 

Gareth Davies  Northumberland County Council  
 

Members of the Public: 0 
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1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Councillor A Turnbull  

2 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & THE GRANT OF ANY   

DISPENSATIONS 

None. 

3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 

24 NOVEMBER 2015 

The Town Clerk advised that the minutes were ADOPTED by Full 

Council on 21 January 2016. 

The Committee agreed to ADOPT the minutes. 

    

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

None. 

5 TALL SHIPS 

Chris Byrne introduced himself as a member of the Tall Ships 

Work stream.  He said he and/or his colleague James Fell would 
like to attend the Events Committee on a regular basis to provide 

updates.   

The general communication will be managed by the Comms 

Team at NCC and The Town Clerk will be the point of contact for 
the Council.   

The Committee Clerk will add this as a standing agenda item. 

 

6 PRESENTATION ON THE ISIS ARTS PROJECT  

The Committee welcomed Sharon Bailey from ISIS Arts Project. 
Sharon gave a brief outline of the history of ISIS and her 

proposal to involve the residents of Blyth in a project; ISIS is a 
media arts organisation which was founded over 20 years ago.  

They have received funding for a two year project working with 
young people in South East Northumberland.   This project will 

link artists and communities across the region and will look at 

common threads between people.  There will be 20 artists in 
South East Northumberland from 9-22 May 2016.  Workshops 

with local people have already started. The organisation is also 
working with Northumberland Domestic Abuse Services and Silx 

in the Market Place.    

Sharon has met with Karen Walker and Trevor Gyllenspetz, 

Manager of the Keel Row Centre, and both are very interested in 
the proposal. 
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Councillor J R Potts asked about the language barrier that may 

exist between visitors from different countries.  Sharon confirmed 
that most of the artists’ work in English and translators are used 

where necessary.   

It was agreed that Sharon will attend a further meeting of the 

Events Committee when she has more information available.  The 
Town Clerk said he will make this information available on the 

Council’s website and Facebook pages.   
 

6 POST EVENT DISCUSSION (CHRISTMAS LIGHTS) 

Committee agreed that the switch on went well. The Town Clerk 
stated that Council on 21 January 2016, agreed to some 

administrative changes which means the Environmental Services 
Officer will now take the lead on Christmas lights.    Event 

responsibility will remain with Paul Taylor. 

It was noted that Councillors were disappointed with the 

Christmas lights in 2015 and have also expressed their concerns 
regarding the issues around missing lights.  Councillors gave 

authority to the Town Clerk to negotiate a reduction in the bill 
from NCC. 

7 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (please see attached report from the 

Environmental Services Officer) 
 

Councillor Nisbet stated that there has been a lot of negative 
feedback about the Christmas lights.  The Environmental Services 

Officer addressed his report which addresses all of the issues 
raised and outlines proposals for the Christmas lights 2016, 

including the possibility of relocating the site of the Christmas 
tree.  Consideration will also be given to Councillor Gibbs-

Barton’s proposal that a flower planter is used to house the tree.   
 

8 BUDGET AND EVENTS FOR 2016/2017 (please see attached 

reports) 

Paul Taylor circulated a document outlining proposed events for 

2016 and asked Committee for comments and feedback 
regarding whether the Council would like to proceed with some or 

all of the proposals.   

Councillor Nisbet said that the Council cannot support every 

event financially.  The Town Clerk noted that the Classic Car 
Show, for example, would be cost neutral as would the Comedy 

Festival. 

 

 



Subject to Ratification  
Final 

BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL – Minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2016        Chair’s initials        4 

 
 

Councillor J R Potts said the meeting on 15 January discussed 

where there is a central point to advertise all of the events and 
the Town Clerk stated that he would like to get a “Claim the 

Date” for the Council and use this to encourage people to let the 
Council know what is happening.    He added that if Councillors 

are prepared to accept the list where costs are indicated it will 
give the Council the ability to plan a programme.   

Councillor Nisbet commented as not everyone has access to IT it 
is important to use other methods for advertising such as digital 

displays/notice boards etc.   

Councillor Potts pointed out that other regional events may clash 

with the ones planned for Blyth and the Town Clerk asked 

Mr Taylor to explore this further.   
The Committee accepted the list in principle and this will placed 

on the agenda for the next Events Committee meeting.  
 

9 OLYMPIC LEGACY 

The Town Clerk asked the Committee to agree £2,500 to support 

this event which includes a six week training programme in 
schools before the event.  The Council previously agreed to pay 

this amount annually for 4 years. 

The Committee agreed to this request. 
 

10 NORTHUMBRIA IN BLOOM 

The Office Manager confirmed that Blyth has been entered into 

the 2016 event and judges will be visiting in April 2016.  The 
Office Manager will be contacting all of the groups who are 

participating and the Council are hoping to encourage more 
community involvement.  Work has also started on the 

improvements to the Sensory Garden.  The new soil has now 
been put in, however the partnership agreement does not cover 

planting for the garden.   The Committee was asked to consider a 

request for £3,000 to purchase 600 plants at a cost of £4-£5 per 
plant.  The Committee further agreed that the Council can look 

into costs for the new signage for the garden.  Jimmy Reith will 
provide costings for this.     

The Committee agreed to this request. 
 

11 ART INSTALLATION PROJECT – SHORT CIRCUITS (please 
see attached report from Dominic Smith)  

 

Dominic Smith circulated a report which explained the purpose of 
the project.  This project was commissioned by Bait in 

partnership with the Briardale Centre and funding from the Arts 
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Council. Mr Smith also talking to the Silx Project about this.  

Councillor Bruce asked how he planned to engage people who are 
not IT literate.  Mr Smith stated that he is working with the 

Briardale to develop some workshops. Mr Smith met with Steve 
Bradley last week to look at how they can support additional 

boxes and link this work to Blyth Youth Project.  Mr Bradley has 
offered to house some of the boxes on his building. 

The Committee agreed to support this project and Mr Smith 
agreed to provide updated information to the Council.   

 

12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS OR ITEMS FOR URGENT 
DISCUSSION 

None 

13 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next scheduled meeting of the Events Committee is to take 
place on Tuesday 23 February 2016 at 6.30 pm in the Council 

Chamber. 

 

 

 
MEMBERS OF THE EVENTS COMMITTEE 

Councillors C Bruce 
 A Cartie (Vice-Chair) 

 A Gibbs-Barton 
K Nisbet (Chair) 

M Parker 

R Parker  
 J R Potts 

L Rickerby 
A Turnbull 

 
 

Officers SE Rickitt, Town Clerk 
S Robinson, Environmental Services Officer 

A  McCabe, Office Manager 
M Hawthorne, Committee Clerk   
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PART II 

 
CONFIDENTIAL  

 

 
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
To consider resolving to exclude the public and media from the remainder 

of the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 
as it involves the discussion of contractual issues 

Present: 

Councillors:  

K Nisbet (Chair), A Cartie (Vice Chair), C Bruce, A Gibbs-Barton, M A 
Parker, R Parker, J R Potts, L Rickerby 

Also Present:  

Councillors: B W Elliott, O Potts  

Officers: 

S E Rickitt  Town Clerk 
M Hawthorne Committee Clerk 

 
 

An Event in Blyth 

Gareth Davies was present for this discussion. 

Mr Davies attended to discuss the Northumberland Live Music Festival 
funded by Northumberland County Council (NCC) on Blyth Beach.  The cost 

of this is £27,500.  NCC will also spend £500,000 on the Tall Ships Event.  
Mr Davies said his original plan was to ask the council for a financial 

contribution towards this event in light of NCC’s financial situation.  
However he has been made aware of a potential issue as the site may not 

be available for the 2016 event.  In order to ensure that there is sufficient 
parking for the Tall Ships event, modifications may have to be made to the 

Mermaid Car Park.  NCC are in a position where they will have to reach a 

settlement with the Contractor if this event does not go ahead as some acts 
have already been confirmed.  A decision will be made on this by 

15 February 2016.   

If there is to be a music festival in future years then this will not be funded 

by NCC due to budget constraints.  Mr Davies said he is aware the Council 
are doing a base budget review and asked that they make provision from 

the budget of £27,500.   

Discussion took place around potential alternative venues within Blyth.  

However, consideration has to be given to the proximity of residential areas 
and there are some placed where there is a “no-alcohol” rule.   
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The general feeling from Councillors is that the Council should support this 

event but require further information before a final decision is made. 
Further discussion will take place at a meeting of the Full Council on 

18 February 2016.   
 

FINANCE ISSUES 

The Town Clerk said there is an issue with unaccounted wristbands. 

Councillors expressed their concern about the number of complimentary 
tickets that had been provided and agreed that this is something Committee 

should be approving in future.  

The Town Clerk agreed he will ask Mr Taylor to provide a report for the next 

meeting of the Events Committee which will set out a criteria and also to 
consider what provision may need to be made for the new hotel. 

Councillors also commented that the cash handling raised concerns as large 

amounts of money were left in the Council office overnight.  It was 

suggested that the cash should be banked at the end of each day and if 

there are problems during a weekend period, then local businesses could 

be approached and asked if they would hold the cash in their safe overnight.   

 

GENERAL SERVICE AGREEMENT/CONTRACT 

The Town Clerk referred to the revised draft contract circulated and 

proposed that he and Joe Hughes work through this with the Chair and Vice 

Chair in order to agree proposed terms as there are a number of areas that 

require clarification.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton suggested including the Chair 

of the Finance Committee in this discussion. 

The Committee agreed to this. 
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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 
Events Committee 

 

26 January 2016 
 

Christmas Lighting 
REPORT 

 

With regards to the Christmas Lighting, concerns were raised on 

completion of the switch-on event that the old lights had been installed 
instead of the new motifs that were purchased at the beginning of the 

year. Subsequent investigations by myself and the Office Manager, 
revealed that the 32 new lighting motifs were delivered to the Cowley 

Road depot in February but then they were sent to the Stakeford depot 
for storage unbeknown to the street lighting team.  

 
As requested by the Events Committee, I met with Mark Kane (Street 

Lighting Operations Manager, NCC) on site (25 November 2015) to see 
what could be achieved in the short term to improve the Christmas 

lighting.  
The agreed plan of action was to replace all the Christmas lighting with 

our new motifs using the original quote/purchase order of installing 36 

motifs (32 new/4 of the best older lights) throughout the town and in 
Newsham). It was also agreed this would be at no extra cost to the 

Council and work would commence on Sunday 29 November 2015. This 
was the earliest the street lighting team could begin work as they were 

already committed for that week to other switch on events.  
 

Subsequent severe weather throughout the County over that weekend 
resulted in a delay to installing the new motifs with a revised date of 10 

December 2015 being agreed. With the continued severe weather and 
with higher priority tasking the remedial work was not able to be 

completed. When installing the Christmas tree, the condition of the cage 
surrounding the tree was deemed to be unsafe to be left unattended and 

heras fencing was installed around it. Due to potential high winds and the 
position on the Market Place it was not possible to cover the heras 

fencing. Concerns were also raised over the tree lights in the market 

place with only approximately 50% in working order. This was due to the 
lights not being slackened off in previous years. The cables have snapped 

or come loose causing them to short out.  
 

A post installation meeting was held with Mark Kane (NCC) on 18 January 
2016 to address the problems that occurred over the festive period. With 

the severe weather over this period the street lighting team were unable 
to carry out the agreed work. This was due to higher priority tasking and 

unfortunately the Christmas lighting does not fall into this category.  
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RECOMMENDATION  
 

The new lighting motifs are now safely stored and the old lights will now 
be disposed of (with the exception of the four best lights which will 

replace the lights at Newsham) to avoid the same confusion of 2015.  
 

To completely remove all the lights from the trees in the market place 
and test each of the links to see what is salvageable. From the post 

installation meeting the outcome is that all the tree lights will probably 
need to be replaced.  

 
The cage around the tree needs to be replaced as it has gone past its end 

of life. Mark Kane is sourcing the costs to replace it. Also, as suggested in 

previous years, there is now a possibility that the Christmas tree can be 
re-sited on a different part of the market.  

 
The Office Manager and I met with the Festive Lighting Company on 21 

January 2016 with regards to supplying new lights/tree/3D decorations 
etc. We are also sourcing information/prices from Blachere. A verbal 

update will be given at the Events Committee meeting on 26 January 
2016 and hopefully  

we will have some images on display.  
 

 
 

Sean Robinson  
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES OFFICER  
26 January 2016 
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