BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
EVENTS COMMITEE
Minutes from Meeting held on Wednesday 31 May 2011 at 6.00pm in the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.

Councillors Present:


J J Condon



B Parker
A L Gibbs-Barton


S Walker (Deputy Chair)
K Nisbet (Chair)


F Wilson
Also in Attendance:

J R Potts

In Attendance:


Sue Noddings, Town Clerk






Paul Taylor, Community Works





Helen Louise Hanson, Student
E009/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Rickerby.
E010/11
2.
NOTES FROM EVENTS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 17 APRIL AND MINUTES FROM 17 MAY 2011

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
E011/11
3.
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR UPDATE

Paul Taylor provided a verbal update regarding the proposed Blyth Town Council Summer Fair to compliment the National Market Traders Federation event scheduled for Saturday 23 July 2011.  Written update to be written and circulated by Friday 3 June 2011.  PT talked the meeting through the draft layout for the Market Place. Issues addressed included: -

Initials:
· All attractions have confirmed their involvement in the event and commitment to the day.
· Still waiting for maps from NCC.
· Looking for co-operation of market traders.

· Safety Plan had been drafted and submitted to NCC.

· No SAG required.

· Issues with Market Manager and market traders requires meeting with KN, BP, SN, PT and MN.

· Pat Welsh back on Friday so PT to discuss meeting.

· NMTF only bringing four features and no news of any additional market stalls.

· Both vets being approached regarding involvement.

· SUSTRANs being contacted by Trevor Violet on our behalf.

· Blyth Battery and the Roving Theatre – links being made regarding World War 2 activities.

· No response from Thom Bradley regarding BEM Groups – KN to contact.

· Councillor Rickerby had volunteered to speak with someone at NCC regarding BEM Groups.

· Cadets and Territorial Army to be approached by JJC. 

· 5-a-Side Court to be on the Market Place on the 23 July and some coaches will be available to work with young people.  Will secure entries for the Ward/Town 5-a-Side Tournament which will follow the event.  Consideration to be given to provision of medals and a trophy.
· Phoenix Taxis have offered free mini bus and taxis on the day plus volunteered to sponsor some sports strips.  Email going out to schools to ask if there would be any interest in designing badges for the teams.

· PT to speak with Stephen Ellis at the Golf Club about borrowing their marquee.

· Draft press release circulated and discussed.  Amendments agreed and PT to issue to local press.

Action Agreed:  PT to circulate all communications electronically to ensure Councillors are up to date on all aspects of this event.

Other issues raised related to: -

· Providing details of known costs associated with event.  SN and PT to work on budgetary information on Friday 3 June 2011.
· John Houghton providing details of costs for fun fair and expressed willingness to produce flyers at his own expense.

Initials:
E012/11
4.
BANNERS FOR MARKET PLACE
The proposal from Kind Design Associates was discussed again and it was confirmed that the Council wished to proceed with 12 banners for the central lamp posts in the Market Place.  Logos to reflect the Market Place and Blyth Town Council only.  Cost of £6,860 approved.

Action Agreed:  SN to contact King Design Associates to confirm requirements and to request urgent action.
E013/11
5.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

5.1 Ward focused 5-a-Side Football in hand.    
5.2 Councillor Gibbs-Barton to develop his proposal for a Photographic Competition.  It was agreed that we should start small and hopefully build on this in future years.  ALG-B
5.3 Draft Press Release – already covered in Item 3.

5.4 Proposal from Allotment Holder regarding Annual Flower Show from 2012.  SN to circulate proposal to all Councillors.

5.5 Freedom Parade 25 June 2011 – SN to clarify with Paddy Gascoigne whether the Freemen of Blyth Valley have become Freemen of Northumberland County Council and whether Freemen of Blyth Town can be created.  

5.6
Town Twinning – 50 year Celebration in 2012 – SN to secure more information regarding the events being planned in Solingen in June 2012 and when the return visit is likely to be. Possibility of funding for partnership event(s) to be established.
E014/11
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING TO BE AGREED

It was agreed that the next Events Committee would be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 16 June 2011 at Ebor House, Blyth.
SUE NODDINGS

TOWN CLERK
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