
 

BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL – Minutes of the Events Committee         27th January 2015          Chairs Initials..... 1 

 

 

 

BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL’S EVENTS COMMITTEE held in the 

Council Chamber, Arms Evertyne House, Quay Road, Blyth NE24 2AS on 

Tuesday 27th January 2015 at 6.30pm. 

Present:  

Councillors 

Councillor K Nisbet (Chair), Councillor A Cartie (Vice Chair),  

Councillor C Bruce, Councillor Alisdair Gibbs-Barton and Councillor J R Potts. 

Officers 

S Noddings (Town Clerk (Corporate Services)), S Robinson (Assets Officer), 

A McCabe (Office Manager). 

Invited Guests 

Paul Taylor (Events Coordinator), Michael Nicholson (National Market 

Traders Federation), Karen Walker (Blyth Town Team), Representative from 
Active Northumberland. 

Members of Public 

Steve Bradley 

 

128/15/01: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Liam Forsyth (Committee Clerk). 

No Councillor apologies were reported at the meeting, however, Councillor 
L Rickerby had emailed her apologies to the Committee Clerk who was off 

sick and had forwarded her email that evening. 
 

129/15/02: DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND ANY GRANTS OF 

DISPENSATION 

None. 

 



 

BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL – Minutes of the Events Committee         27th January 2015          Chairs Initials..... 2 

 

 

130/15/03: MINUTES FROM EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

TUESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2014 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

The Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 9 December 
2014 were AGREED by the Committee and signed by the Chair. 

 
131/15/04: REVIEW OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 

4.1 Update on Blachere Presentation 

 The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) reported that she had received 

confirmation that James Halewood, Project Manager, and possibly some 
of his team would be attending the meeting of the Committee on 

31 March 2015 to give a presentation on lighting and to talk about the 
opportunities for competitions in schools and the options for a tree 

topper. 

 The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) confirmed that she has ordered 
the approved additional motifs and that they could be stored by NCC.  

She had also checked with NCC regarding the lighting fixings - the new 
lighting system will replace like-for-like so if a lampost has supported a 

motif then the replacement will do so. 

 Councillor Cartie asked who was responsible for lighting during the day.  

It was confirmed that NCC are responsible as the contract was 
transferred to them from Balfour Beatty as agreed by the Committee.  

The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) reported that there had been 
some problems, some of which have been beyond their control.  There 

has been a problem with the lights on the live trees in the Market Place. 
The contract with Balfour Beatty included slackening of the lights twice 

a year to allow for growth.  This has not been done and now NCC have 
had to cut the lights out of the trees.  Discussion took place regarding 

this situation that now leaves BTC with no lights for the trees. 

It was AGREED that the Town Clerk (Corporate Services) write to 
Balfour Beatty to investigate the situation.  Action: SN. 

 Discussion also took place regarding the other problems reported and 
comments received, eg lights on during day and off in the evening.  It 

was noted that operatives had been out to address the problems but 
that they had a limited number of staff.  The Town Clerk (Corporate 

Services) had suggested that Mark Kane, Street Lighting, be invited to 
attend the meeting on 31 March 2015 to discuss the lighting with the 

Committee. 

 It was AGREED that Mark Kane and/or another representative from 

Street Lighting be invited to attend the meeting on 31 March 2015. 
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4.2  Development of Strategic Plan for Christmas Lighting in Blyth 

 Following on from discussions in 4.1 of the agenda, it was agreed that 
the Committee wait until after the presentations on 31 March 2015 to 

consider a strategic plan for lighting, however, some suggestions were 
discussed. 

 Councillor J R Potts commented on the lack of lighting on Waterloo Road 
and possible reasons for this.  Councillor K Nisbet suggested this 

question be put to the Street Lighting representatives at the meeting on 
31 March.  Councillor Potts requested that this be brought up before 

then.  Paul Taylor, Events Coordinator, is trying to arrange a meeting 
with Mark Kane and Steve Marshall this week or next.  Councillor Nisbet 

asked if she could be kept informed.  Action:  PT 

 Councillor A Gibbs-Barton suggested the new owners of Northumbria 

House be approached regarding the possibility of putting lights on the 
top floor of the building.  Historically there was also a motif on the end 

wall which should be reinstated.   

 Discussion also took place regarding approaching shops to put up 
decorations. 

 Councillor J R Potts enquired about the situation with the power 
company.  The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) reported that 

information had been provided and that NCC had been contacted.  The 
situation had come to light when BTC were sent a form to complete by 

the National Grid.  Councillor Nisbet suggested that this matter be 
discussed outside of the Events Committee meeting as it would not be 

resolved through this Committee. 
 

132/15/05: 2015/2016 PROGRAMME 

The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) stated that at the last meeting it was 

agreed there would be three events and reminded Councillors that they have 

agreed that every event would have a clear aim/objective and that there 

would be a method of measuring the success of an event.  This was 

discussed, particularly the need for community involvement and awareness. 

Paul Taylor, Events Coordinator, submitted a paper giving ideas for the 

Summer Event as a starting point for Councillors.  Discussion took place 

regarding the Summer Event particularly if there was to be a link to a 

maritime event.  The Royal Northumberland Yacht Club (RNYC) are planning 

an event over two days in July and it was suggested that Paul Taylor, Events 

Coordinator, arrange to discuss this with Paul Common, Commodore, RNYC.  

Action:  PT 
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Councillor J R Potts enquired as to whether there was any news on the Tall 

Ships coming in to Blyth.  Councillor K Nisbet understood that they would be 

in Hartlepool next year but had heard nothing more. 

Councillor A Gibbs-Barton reported that there were a lot of comments last 

year about having the event on two sites and that people were not aware 

that this was the case.  Discussion took place and it was agreed that it was 

disconnected.  Paul Taylor commented that he had included in his proposal 

for this year using various venues around the Town Centre, including empty 

shops. 

It was AGREED that this year’s Summer Event be held on the Market Place 

and ‘around’. 

Discussion took place regarding the dates of the Event and it was agreed 

that this should be confirmed as soon as possible so that it can be advertised 
on the website.  Action:  PT 

Cllr J R Potts re-opened discussion on the subject of generating some 

income from events particularly in the light of the reduced budget.  It was 
agreed that BTC should look for sponsorship for events.  Paul Taylor, Events 

Coordinator, advised the Committee that he had prepared a letter to be sent 
to businesses requesting sponsorship. 

It was AGREED that Paul Taylor circulate the draft letter to the Committee 

for approval prior to it being sent out to businesses.  Action:  PT 

133/15/06: 2015/2016 BUDGET 

Councillor K Nisbet (Chair), invited Councillor J R Potts as Chair of Finance, 

to speak on this item.  Councillor Potts explained the situation with regard to 
budget planning and reiterated the fact that there is less in the budget for 

events this year. 

The Events Coordinator, Paul Taylor, commented that in his planning for the 
Summer Event he has incorporated more community groups and 

organisations to make it a more communal event and incur less expenditure. 

Councillor Potts reported that there is a small increase in the budget for 

Northumbria/Blyth in Bloom but not as much as the Committee had hoped 
for.  Councillor Nisbet commented that she would like Blyth in Bloom to get 

off the ground. 
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134/15/07: ANY OTHER BUSINESS OR ITEMS FOR URGENT 

ATTENTION 

Proposal from Headway Arts 

The Chair invited Paul Taylor, Events Coordinator, to speak on the proposal 

from Headway Arts to re-introduce banners on the Market Place (attached).  

The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) pointed out that this did not include the 

cost of installation or maintenance. The proposal was discussed at length 

and it was felt further clarification on the costs was required.  Whilst 

Councillors liked the idea it was felt there was not the budget Councillor 

Nisbet suggested that they might apply to NCC grants committee in April.  

Councillor Gibbs-Barton agreed that this might be a better idea as the 

Market Place belongs to NCC and they should have a say in it.  Councillor C 

Bruce commented that Wetherspoons have a community pot and she will 

provide Paul Taylor with the Manager’s contact details. 

The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) reported on the damage that occurred  

to the front revolving door at Arms Evertyne House following the Fireworks 

Event and subsequent meetings with Reay Security.  Reay Security propose 

that they provide their own security for the building during events on the 

Quayside and that BTC would be financially liable for that provision. 

After discussion it was AGREED that this should be negotiated with Reay 

Security for each event. 

Sean Robinson, Assets Officer, then gave an update on the Cycling Hub.  

Sean reported that quotes had been sought for cycles and the cheapest was 

START Cycles in Newcastle.  The purchase order had been sent and the 

cycles should arrive in the next ten days. 

Councillor C Bruce asked for clarification on the decision re the Headway Arts 

proposal. 

It was AGREED that Paul Taylor will speak to Headway Arts and suggest 

that they apply to NCC for grant funding. 

135/15/08: DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Meeting of the Events Committee is scheduled to take place on the 

24th February 2015 at 6.30pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.15 pm 
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MEMBERS OF THE EVENTS COMMITTEE: 

Councillors:  C Bruce 

 A Cartie (Vice-Chair) 

 A Gibbs-Barton 

 K Nisbet (Chair) 

 M Parker 

 J R Potts 

 L Rickerby 

 G Thompson 

 A Turnbull 

 

Officers: S Noddings Town Clerk (Corporate Services) 

 L Forsyth Committee Clerk 

 S Robinson Assets Officer 

 A McCabe Office Manager 

 

 

 

PLUS INVITED PARTICIPANTS: 

 

Paul Taylor – Events Co-ordinator (Contractor) 

Michael Nicholson – National Market Traders Federation 

Louise Hayward – Northumberland County Council 

Karen Walker and/or another representative of Blyth Town Team 

Representative from Friends of Ridley Park 

Representative from the Port of Blyth 

Representative from Northumbria Police 

Representative from Active Northumberland 

Representative from Aspire2Achieve 

Representative from Headway Arts 

Representative from BAIT 

Representative from Royal Northumberland Yacht Club 

 


