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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Events Committee held in the Council Chamber, Arms 
Evertyne House, Quay Road, Blyth NE24 2AS on Tuesday 28th May 2013 
at 6.30pm. 

Present: 

Councillors:    
 
C Bruce, A Cartie, A Gibbs-Barton, K Nisbet, L Rickerby, M Parker, J R Potts. 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Administration Clerk:                       A McCabe 
Events Co-ordinator:          P Taylor 
Committee Clerk:                            L Forsyth 
 
Also Present : 
 
Cllr J Reid 
B Ledger- BVAL 
Paul Denton – Headway Arts 
 
Members of the Public : 1 

 
001/1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Councillors Gordon Thompson and Angie Turnbull. 
 
002/2 DISCLOSURE(S) OF INTEREST(S) 
 
None. 
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003/3 MINUTES FROM EVENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
27TH NOVEMBER 2012. 

 
The Chair noted that the previous minutes had been passed at the 
previous sitting of the Full Council. This was seconded by Councillor 
Gibbs-Barton. 
 
Councillor J R Potts enquired to the progress made on the Summer Fair 
DVD being edited and produced. Councillor K Nisbet stated that this was 
to be pursued. Action: Paul Taylor 
 
Councillor J R Potts also sought clarification concerning the Easter Events 
and missing ‘Headline Acts’. The Events Co-ordinator outlined logistical 
issues that had been experienced in the running of the event. 
 
Councillor Potts also sought clarification regarding the nature and criteria 
of Blyth in Bloom. The Chair noted that Blyth in Bloom was a different 
scheme to Nothumbria in Bloom and was in the early stages of being set 
up. The event is to be organised and promoted by Blyth Town Council. 
 
The condition of the banners in the Marketplace was also raised by 
Councillor J R Potts. The Events Co-ordinator was authorized to look at 
the provision of options for more suitable banners and associated costs. 
Action: Paul Taylor 
 

004/4 SUMMER FAIR 
 

The Events Co-ordinator provided an outline in order to discuss the 
options for the upcoming Summer Fair to be held over the weekend of the 
20th/21st July 2013. 

Councillor J R Potts posed the question as to whether the event would be 
better suited as a one day event or a two day event. Cllr Kath Nisbet 
replied that providing the Summer Fair over a two day period has allowed 
for greater accessibility and that the previous Summer Fair attracted 
around 15 thousand people over the two day period. Councillor Leslie 
Rickerby provided support to this by stating that spreading the events 
over two days accommodates for more participants. 

Councillor A Gibbs-Barton noted that in order to make sure the proposed 
events can be arranged that the booking process begins with immediate 
effect. Action: Paul Taylor 
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Councillor J R Potts outlined the need to get Marker Traders on board in 
order to promote and enhance the Fair. 

The Chair asked the Events Co-ordinator about what was being done to 
publicize the event with possible extension to media sources such as the 
News Post Leader and The Journal. Paul Taylor responded that a full page 
was to be booked in the Local Links tomorrow. He also stated that he 
would contact the local media sources . Action: Paul Taylor 

Councillor C Bruce asked whether seeking publicity from local Radio 
stations has been considered. The Events Co-ordinator resolved to 
investigate this potential avenue. Action: Paul Taylor 

Councillor J R Potts enquired whether the Summer Fair will be extending 
into Church and Regent Street this year. Councillor Potts also asked 
whether there was a plan to tie the Fair in with the Morrisons 
Development. Paul replied that he is to talk to the Highways Department 
at Northumberland County Council regarding the possibility concerning 
Church and Regent Street, as well as consulting with Morrisons with view 
to a potential tie in. Action: Paul Taylor 

Councillor A Gibbs-Barton queried whether Phoenix Taxis are involved this 
year in providing transport. The Events Co-ordinator stated that Phoenix 
was to run free buses, as in previous years. 

Councillor A Gibbs-Barton also asked whether a poster and flyer were in 
the planning to be produced and distributed. Paul Taylor replied that this, 
with the Committee’s permission, could begin development as soon as 
possible. Action: Paul Taylor 

The Events Co-ordinator concluded that progress on the organisation of 
these events would be circulated via post and email when developments 
have been made. Action: Paul Taylor/Liam Forsyth 

Paul Taylor suggested exploring whether it would be possible in light of 
previous suggestions to place fliers within the School buses. It was 
decided that this possibility was to be investigated. Action: Paul Taylor 

Bruce Ledger (BVAL) noted that at advertising could be used at BVAL’s 
upcoming Renewables Event. Action: Paul Taylor  
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005/5 HALLOWEEN/FIREWORKS EVENT 

Events Co-ordinator provided an outline of the proposed 
Halloween/Fireworks event which is provisionally scheduled to be taking 
place on 3rd November 2013, noting the demand for Firework from the 
public. Paul outlined that the costings for the event had been conducted 
and that provisional engagement regarding the fireworks had taken place 
with the Harbour Master to which no objections were stated. 
 
The proposal included the full use of the Quayside including a funfair and 
an enclosed viewing area on Plessey Road. It was also outlined that 
Community Stalls would line the back fence. 
 
The Events Co-ordinator also outlined that he would seek to consult with 
East Bedlingtonshire Parish Council regarding the launch site for the 
fireworks taking place on the North Pier. 
 
Cllr K Nisbet enquired that if it could be investigated whether East 
Bedlingtonshire Parish Council could provide support funding for the 
Event. Action: Paul Taylor 
 
Cllr J R Potts noted the need to limit expectation compared to previous 
fireworks displays conducted by Blyth Valley District Council. Councillor A 
Gibbs-Barton suggested that the event be advertised as a ‘Halloween 
Event with Fireworks’. It was also noted that it could possibly be 
marketed as similar to or a replacement for the previously held Croft Park 
fireworks display. Councillor L Rickerby also stated that it was her belief 
that the Town Council should only sell what it can manage. 
 
The Events Co-ordinator outlined that the display would be provided by 
21st Century Fireworks and would consist of a 20 minute display with 
music. 
 
Councillor J R Potts enquired about the possibility of laser lighting with 
Councillor A Gibbs-Barton suggesting that the side of Arms Evertyne 
House could provide a suitable surface. Paul Taylor indicated that this 
would be investigated with a view to having quotes available at the next 
meeting of the Events Committee. Action: Paul Taylor  

RESOLVED: The Committee resolved to approve this proposal from the 
Events Committee based on the presented costings. 

006/6 OLYMPIC LEGACY EVENT 
 
Bruce Ledger from Blyth Valley Arts provided an update for the event to 
take place on the 14th June 2013. 
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Mr Ledger indicated that it was the wish of BVAL to continue the legacy 
and provide follow on events. 
 
The Event, a Sports Hall Athletics Competition will consist of 80 
participants with from 5 Primary Schools with a 50/50 split between boys 
and girls. 
 
Mr Ledger outlined that BVAL would be seeking financial support in order 
to meet costs for transport, facility hire, staffing costs and a 5 week 
coaching block. 
 
Mr Ledger also outlined the plans for beyond 2013, where it is hoped the 
outlined events would be repeated until the next Olympics in 2016. It was 
also outlined that it had previously been discussed regarding the funding 
of coaching qualifications for young people and it was acknowledged that 
further discussions and investigations were required for this aspect of the 
proposal. 
 
Councillor J R Potts commended the idea that the events were to continue 
up to 2016 and also stated that the attendance of all schools should be 
promoted. Councillor Potts also enquired as to whether any ‘Star 
Attractions’ had been approached concerning the Event. Mr Ledger replied 
that at present nothing had been arranged however stated that he would 
look into this possibility. 
 
Cllr K Nisbet enquired to the role BVAL see the Events Co-ordinator 
playing in supporting and facilitating of the events, in particular the 
attendance of meetings concerning proposed events. It was agreed by Mr 
Ledger that Paul Taylor would be invited to attend organisation and 
debrief meetings concerning the proposed events. 
 
Cllr A Gibbs-Barton stated that he wishes to see the events continued up 
to the next Olympics in 2016. It was also suggested that events could 
become wider than the day itself including build up, selection events and 
bringing supporters with banners etc. Councillor Rickerby supported the 
idea of bringing banners and supports as a method to include all the 
children. Mr Ledger replied that inclusion was a strong consideration of 
BVAL’s work and would investigate the promotion of the cultural and arts 
side of the Olympic Legacy. 
 
 
RESOLVED: It was resolved that the Council would meet the costs as 
outlined for the Olympic Legacy Event for 2013. 
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007/7 FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY EVENT  
 
Councillor A Gibbs-Barton outlined that Government money was to be 
made available to Councils and community groups to commemorate the 
Centenary of the beginning of the First World War. Councillor Gibbs-
Barton outlined the funding could be achieved for various projects 
including the replacing/repair of War Memorials and associated events. 
Potential events outlined by Councillor Gibbs-Barton included investigating 
the back stories to names on the War Memorials in partnership with local 
History and Genealogy groups. It was outlined that key to any success 
was involvement from the people of Blyth and welcomed any suggestions 
from Councillors. 
 
Following on from permission from the Chair, a member of the public 
asked whether Freedom of the Town could be granted for the Army/RAF 
cadets. Councillor Gibbs-Barton stated that he did not think the Town 
Council had the power to grant the Freedom of the Town. Councillor K 
Nisbet noted that this could be investigated. Action Paul Taylor/ All 
Officers 
 
Councillor Gibbs Barton suggested projects such as those at the Lowlights 
Pub at the Fish Quay in North Shields could provide inspiration and ideas 
for consideration. 
 
The possibility of a tie in with Blyth Spartans FC was also raised by 
Councillor Gibbs-Barton. It was outlined that as the club lost its first 
Captain and founding members that it may be interested in helping to 
organize or support an event. 
 
Councillor Lesley Rickerby suggested potential for a sculpture to 
commemorate Blyth’s role in the First World War. 
 
RESOLVED: It was resolved that the Town Clerk (Democratic Services) 
would research what funding opportunity are available and also 
investigate County Council led events planned to mark the centenary. 
 
008/8 HEADWAY ARTS 
 
Headway Arts presented 4 proposals to the Events Committee for events 
from the upcoming Summer Fair to the Spring Fair in 2014. 
 
This first proposal concerned the Summer Fair 2013. It was outlined there 
would be pre fair work with 3 Primary Schools from Blyth to create 
processional imagery around the tale of the Laidley Worm, with the result 
being 3 large carnival puppets as well as summer themed site 
decorations. During the Summer Fair it has been planned to facilitate 
Family based workshops to create summer themed decorations with a 
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view to the creations being added to a Blyth Market Garden Installation or 
taken home. It was also outlined that the plan would include a 
performance of processional theatre by Seven Stars, Northumberland’s 
Learning Disabled Theatre Company to be accompanied by the children 
from the aforementioned schools workshops. 
 
The second proposal was around the Blyth Autumn Fair. This proposal 
would involve pre-fair work with community groups from Blyth with a 
view to installing 3-6 site installations on the theme of Guy Fawkes and 
Thomas Percy to be displayed in different locations across the Fair. A 
Family based workshop on the day was also proposed where people would 
be encouraged to create a ‘Blythscape’ highlighting important areas and 
people of Blyth on a series of symbolic painted doors, with the possibility 
to continue the display after the Fair. 
 
A proposal was made for the Blyth Christmas Lights Switch. This proposal 
included a latern making workshop with 3 school groups which could be 
part of an organised procession or displayed around the site during the 
event. A drop in lantern workshop on the day of the Event and a “Hug a 
....” light installation were also proposed. 
 
The final proposal was for Blyth Spring Fair 2014. This proposal was 
based on the theme of ‘April Showers’. It was proposed that Headway 
Arts would work with 3 local Primary School and 3 community groups to 
decorate umbrellas to be hung and displayed during the Spring Fair. A 
family work shop titled “Mad Hatters” was also proposed with a follow 
stage presentation of the hats made. 
 
Headway Arts also outlined that the costs outlined include a dedicated 
project manager to liaise; all travel costs and materials as well as certified 
artists with CRB enhanced disclosure. Workshops are also covered by 
Headways insurance policy and are subject to risk assessment. 
 
Councillor Gibbs-Barton enquired whether the proposed events for the 
upcoming Summer Fair had been budgeted for. Paul Taylor confirmed that 
the Summer Fair proposal had been budgeted for following on from 
receiving the proposal from Headway Arts in March. Paul also commented 
that the work of Headway was to be commended. 
 
Cllr A Gibbs-Barton asked what other sources Headway Arts had other out 
with Blyth Town Council. Paul from Headway replied that he was unaware 
of other sources due to his position. 
 
Cllr L Rickerby suggested that the proposals could be tied into ‘Creative 
Places, Creative People’. The Events Co-ordinator stated that this could be 
investigated. Action: Paul Taylor 
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Cllr J R Potts asked stated his belief that Children’s attendance at the 
aforementioned events following on from the in-school projects, help to 
engage a wider scope of people.   
 
Cllr J R Potts also enquired as to what notice Headway Arts would require 
for funding. Headway Arts replied that decisions would be required as 
soon as possible in order to engage with relevant groups and schools and 
source materials. Paul Taylor stated that the costs of the Headway Arts 
events had been provisionally placed within Events Budget. 
 
Cllr A Gibbs-Barton stated that whilst all methods of funding were being 
investigated that the Committee would be unable to say yes to all the 
proposals at present. 
 
RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Summer Fair proposal be accepted 
and that the other proposal would be considered on a case by case 
following investigation in funding avenues. 
 
 
009/9 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS 
 
Cllr C Bruce brought to the Committees attention a Family Fun day to be 
organised by Sustrans to be held on the 15th June 2013 in Ridley Park. It 
was agreed that the posters for this event were to be circulated and 
placed on the website. 
 
010/10 DATE OF NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 
The next scheduled meeting of the Events Committee is to take place on 
the 2nd July 2013 at 6.30 in the Council Chamber of Arms Evertyne 
House. 
  
MEETING CLOSED AT 7.55pm 


