



BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 9 November 2010, 7.00pm at the Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton (Chair)





J R Potts




O Potts

Town Clerk:
S Noddings

F046/10
1.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors K Ellis, P Reid and P J Lovatt.

FO47/10
2.
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 12

OCTOBER 2010



The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.

F048/10
3.
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



There were no disclosures of interest.

FO49/10
4.
FINANCIAL REPORTS



4.1
Income and Expenditure – Actual against Budget 2010-

11 were discussed. All budgeted expenditure was within 

forecast with the exception of the Clerk’s Salary and that 

this was due to increased hours of work.
4.2
Income from Allotment Rents - Actual against Invoiced 2010-11.  The Town Clerk reported that letters had been issued and that all arrears had now been paid. The second payment from Blyth Smallholdings and Allotments Association will be paid this month. 

4.3
Update on progress with the new accounting model – the Town Clerk reported that the new reporting process will be in place for the next meeting of the Finance Committee.  Work is currently being done on the Bank Reconciliation side of the model.  The up-to-date Cash Book was circulated.
Initials:
FO50/10
5.
UPDATE ON REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 
REGARDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BLYTH 
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE



It was confirmed that the Finance Committee would 

recommend the following to Council on Thursday 11 

November 2010: -

· That we work with Parishcouncil.net on the development of the website.
· That we opt for the Silver Package.
FO51/10
6.
DISCUSSION REGARDING DELIVERY OF 

SERVICES IN 2011-12



In light of further anticipated financial cuts for  

Northumberland County Council during 2011-12 and the 

information shared at the SE Area Joint Meeting held on 13

October 2010 the following discussion took place: -
· Because of the shortage of resources both at County and in the new Local Council’s the planned transition of services will be deferred until 2012 unless Local Councils put forward proposals to take over services.

· Appendix 3 Services in the Charter all were intended to attract funding to Local Councils.

· After discussing the services that would best sit with Blyth Town Council, the Town Clerk (SN) was Actioned to contact Northumberland County Council regarding the following services:

· Blyth Market Place and Blyth Market - NCC to gift to Blyth Town Council? Overall Budget?
· Ridley Park – Overall Budget?
· Street Naming – Overall Budget?
· Tourist Information and Centres - Overall Budget?
· Public Toilets – financial consequences and number run by NCC? Overall Budget?
· The Town Clerk was also asked to formalise the provision of the Town Twinning arrangements.  Action:  SN
Initials:

FO52/10
7.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS



7.1
Invoices for payment were presented and approved.


7.2
Blyth Town Council Community Chest -Thank you letters 

had been received from Cowpen Quay Community Association 

and Blyth Spartans Juniors.
7.3
Following the last meeting of the Finance Committee the Town Clerk had developed notes for Councillors regarding the development of Vision and Mission Statements and a Town Plan.  Action:  (SN) to circulate notes to all Councillors.
FO53/10
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

An additional meeting of the Finance Committee was scheduled for Tuesday 14 December 2010, 7.00pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House.

Signed by the Chair: ___________________________________

Date: ________________________________
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