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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Thursday 13 September 2012 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors: Ellis K, Potts JR (Chair), Potts O, Reid P and Walker S.

Officer: Rickitt SE. 

Also present: Councillor Parker R
1: Apologies for Absence

Councillors Gibbs-Barton AL and Tompkins 

2: Declarations of Interest
· Ellis (K) – Member of the Briardale Community Association Management Committee

· Potts (JR) and Potts (O) – Members of Isabella Community Association Management Committee
3: Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 July 2012

3.1 These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair. (NB: Part of the minutes remain confidential)

3.2 A number of items arose from the minutes
· The drafting of a Policy on Investing Funds is on-going,

· Upon reflection the committee agreed that it was not practical to establish a trust fund for the Swimming Club Trophy, given present interest rates, and it was agreed to recommend to Council that the award should be a standing item in the Council’s budget.
· The Committee also agreed to fund a similar trophy for disabled swimmers [Councillor Walker to investigate]

4: Accounts for 2011-2012

4.1 The Chair reported on the questions raised by the external auditor and the responses given. Most were requests for copies of documents which have been provided. The two most significant were

· A request for an detailed explanation for the increases in the budget over the previous year – a detailed breakdown has been provided, and

· A comment that the current level of Fidelity Insurance seemed to be low – the Committee agreed to recommend to Council that the Fidelity Insurance should be raised to £300,000 as soon as possible
4.2 The Committee noted the appointed of BDO LLP as the external auditors for a further five years.

4.3 The Committee endorsed the action of the Acting Town Clerk in circulating all Councillors with the Audit Commission’s advice Fraud risks in parish and town councils – advice for councillors.

5: Budget 2012-2013

5.1 The Chair took the committee through the budget report showing current expenditure against allocated budget (a copy is attached to the signed minutes).

5.2 Specific issues raised included:

· The existing printer/scanner in the office being no longer fit for purpose – the Committee authorised the expenditure of up to £500 on a new scanner/printer, the Chair of the Finance Committee to agree the actual model purchased.
· Under the Events Committee’s headings, the Chair stated that he needed to speak to the Events Coordinator as there appears to be a number of incorrect codings,

· Members of the Committee were concerned about the level of expenditure on the production of a DVD and would welcome more information from the Events Committee,
· The Committee enquired about the unspent monies allocated for allotment improvements and commented that unspent funds in this financial year might not be carried forward into the next. It would be for the Council to decide its priorities for 2013/2014.

· Councillors expressed concerns about the quality of service being provided by the County Council under the SLAs and would be commenting on this at the forthcoming Policy Working Group.

· The Committee asked the Acting Town Clerk to seek clarification on the costs of the temporary Town Centre Manager, as no claim for re-imbursement had come from the County Council.

5.3 The Committee looked forward to drawing up the budget for 2013/2014 and agreed to request all councillors to put forward their ideas for capital and revenue expenditure in 2013/2014 to the relevant committee with a view to all the committees giving the Finance Committee details of their proposed 2013/2014 spending prior to the Finance Committee’s next scheduled meeting [8 November 2012].

6. Management Reporting.

The Chair reported on the work being done to ensure all expenditure was properly coded.
7. Community Chest and Small Scheme Applications.

7.1 After discussion it was agreed to donate the following amounts such to the conditions in paragraph 7.3

· Blyth Town Football Club –Contribution towards Marquee hire for a charity event – Nil – but the Committee were minded to donate direct to the charities if they provided details of the prospective expenditure,

· Elswick All Arms Association – Contribution towards purchase of a mini-bus - £5000 – but subject to the additional conditions that proof of the other funding is provided and that the offer would lapse on 31 March 2013,

· Blyth Central Methodist Church – contribution towards a “Messy Church - £1354.86
· Cowpen Quay Community Association – donation towards equipment and plants for junior wardens - £500.
· Friends of the Dales School – contribution towards a Sensory Room - £2000.
7.2 The Committee agreed to pay £5000 each to the Briardale and Isabella Community Associations – subject to the further condition that no further funding would be approved in this financial year and that the Committee would set aside similar sums in financial years 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 subject to the Council agreeing such funding each year.
7.3 All grants are subject to the recipients providing copies of receipted invoices relating to the subject matter of the grant application and to agreeing to participate in appropriate publicity for the Town Council.

7.4 The Committee asked the Acting Town Clerk to look at revising the existing application form and notes, circulating revisions informally and having a revised draft available for discussion at the next scheduled meeting of the Committee with a view to it being available on the Council’s website. The Committee also agreed to ask Alan Fryer (Isabella Community Centre) to update the Council’s website to the Gold Service, from the current silver service.

8. Blyth Town Swimming Competition Trophy

[See also Minute 3.2 above] – Councillor Parker agreed to organise the purchase of the trophies.

9. Items for Information and Urgent Matters

None.

10. Exclusion of the press and public.

 The Committee resolved to exclude the press and public from the remaining part of the meeting, pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, because it related to contractual negotiations.

A Confidential Minute is attached for Councillors only.
Meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Confirmed as a true record
 and signed by the Chair………………………

Date………………….

Confidential Minutes of the Finance Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Thursday 13 September 2012 at 6.30pm.

Present:

Councillors: Ellis K, Potts JR (Chair), Potts O, and Reid P. (Cllr Walker has left the meeting).
Officer: Rickitt SE. 

Also present: Councillor Parker R

11. Office Accommodation
11. The Committee noted the receipt of the draft lease and agreed that the Chair and officers should meet the Council’s solicitors to discuss its terms.

11.2 The Committee felt uneasy about their expertise in agreeing to the rent suggested by Reay Securities and agreed that a local surveyor should be appointed to assist in the negotiations.
11.3 The Committee further agreed to find out the rateable value of the part of the premises we are to lease at Arms Evertyne House from the Valuation Office at Alnwick, and to see if the Council would be eligible for five years zero rates due to being in the Enterprise Zone or if a Town / Parish Council is eligible for any discretionary rate relief.
Confirmed as a true record

 and signed by the Chair………………………

Date………………….

Finance Committee - 13 September 2012                                             Chair’s initials……………………..

