BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance Committee held on Thursday 12 July 2012, 6.30pm at Ebor House, Church Street, Blyth, NE24 1BG.

	PRESENT:

Councillors:

A L Gibbs-Barton



J R Potts   (Chair)
                          O Potts



S Walker





Councillors in Attendance:
Councillor B Parker

In Attendance:
Sue Noddings, Town Clerk



	ITEM:
	MINUTES:
	ACTION:

	F052/12   1.
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors K Ellis (Vice Chair) and P Reid.
	

	F053/12   2.
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 22 MAY 2012

The Minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2012 were discussed page by page and proposed a true record of the meeting by Councillor Gibbs-Barton subject of Item 7. Community Chest which had been discussed.  Agreed
	SN

	F054/12   3.
	DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

There were no disclosures of personal or prejudicial interests.
	

	F055/12   4.
	ACCOUNTS 2011-12
Councillor J R Potts invited questions or comments regarding the Accounts for 2011-12 which had been presented to the May Council Meeting by the Internal Auditor and approved.  There were no further questions.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would draft a Policy on Investing Funds for the Policy Working Group.
	SN



	F056/12   5.
	BUDGET 2012-13 AND ADDITIONAL COST CODES
Councillor J R Potts invited questions or comments regarding the Budget for 2012-13 and the additional Cost Codes that had been created.  There was some debate regarding the allocation of cost codes and it was agreed that this would be regularly reviewed by the Finance Committee and the Chairs of the various committees.

The Town Clerk advised the meeting that the first invoice had been received regarding the Service Level Agreements with Northumberland County Council.  It had included costs for planting which had not been carried out and this had been followed up and the work arranged.  All SLAs will be monitored on a regular basis and regular meetings will be held with NCC.
	SN/DW

	F057/12   6.
	MANAGEMENT REPORTING

It was agreed that the report would be in the format of the table produced for finances against cost codes.  In addition a written report would be provided where appropriate to explain any anomalies.
	SN

	F058/12   7.
	COMMUNITY CHEST AND SMALL SCHEME APPLICATIONS

It was agreed that they would consider applications on a bi-annual every six months basis except for Councillors Schemes which would be considered monthly.
	

	F059/12   8.
	PROPERTY WORKING GROUP UPDATE
See Part 2 of Minutes.
	

	F060/12   9.
	BLYTH SWIMMING COMPETITION
Councillor Parker confirmed that the proposed award was to be presented to a member of the Blyth Swimming Club whose manners/behaviour was deemed exemplary.  This would be an annual award of a trophy with a small cup or shield for the recipient to keep.  The presentation would take place in November each year.
Councillor Gibbs-Barton proposed that a maximum budget of £100 for the trophy and £25 for the cup/shield be provided.  This was agreed.

Councillor Gibbs-Barton suggested that a sum of money be put into a trust account and that the interest be used to provide the initial trophy and subsequent cups/shields and engraving.  This was agreed.

It was reported that a title of “Blyth Ship Yard Heritage Cup” be used.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton questioned the use of Heritage and it was agreed that the Town Clerk would review the use of this title.  It was also agreed that there would be reference to Blyth Town Council.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to Brian Dawson to confirm this.
	SN

SN



	F060/12 10.
	CREDIT UNION GRANT

Councillor J R Potts advised the meeting that the Northumberland Credit Union had made an enquiry regarding any conditions placed on the grant made to them.  

After discussion it was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to the Northumberland Credit Union stating that this was a gift and that Blyth Town Council would prefer if the money was used for loans in Blyth.  No interest is required.
	SN

	F061/12 11.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS

There were no items of information or urgent matters
	

	F051/12 12.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next scheduled meeting of the Finance Committee is Thursday 13 September 2012 at 6.30pm.
	


Signed by the Chair: ___________________________________

Date: ________________________________
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