BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held in the Council
Chamber at Arms Evertyne House on Thursday 3rd July 2014 at 6.30pm.
Present:
Councillors: J R Potts, O Potts, K Nisbet, B W Elliott, A Gibbs-Barton and J
Reid.
Members of the Public: 3
Also present:
Sue Noddings – Town Clerk (Corporate Services)
Sean Robinson – Assets Officer
Alison McCabe – Office Manager
Liam Forsyth – Committee Clerk
066/14/01: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.
067/14/02: DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND GRANT OF
DISPENSATIONS
None.
068/14/03: MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON
TUESDAY 6TH MAY 2014
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Councillor B W Elliott wished to clarify comments made on page 2 of the
Minutes. It was noted that he was seeking further information and clearer
presentation regarding the current account.
Councillor J R Potts provided an outline regarding the matter, also
outlining the difference between bank reconciliation and the current
statement.
The Minutes of the Finance Committee held on the 6th May 2014 were
AGREED by the Committee and signed by the Chair.
069/14/04: UPDATE OF THE FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Councillor J R Potts provided an outline as to this item including how the
items are to be dealt with and how the information has been presented.
4.1 Management Report (Actual Against Budget by Budget Head)
Councillor J R Potts provided an update and outline regarding this sub
heading. It was noted that it appears that we have not budgeted enough
for National Insurance contributions this year.
Councillor J R Potts also provided an outline as to the negative amount
shown within the Office Costs. It was noted that this is due to credit from
the division of the service charge in what is now a fully occupied building
which is based on square footage. It was commented that the refund is
based on estimated accounts.
Councillor J R Potts also commented that the business rates had also
come in at slightly over what had been budgeted.
Regarding cost code 2012, it was noted that some of the figures within
this cost code should in fact be displayed within cost code 2016.
Councillor J R Potts also provided an outline regarding the cost code titled
Professional fees. It was noted that a separate cost code be generated in
order to provide further clarity. This was AGREED by the Committee.
An outline was then provided that within cost code 403 last year that no
Councillors took up the provision for broadband, however at the
underspend meeting it was agreed that Office Telephones be purchased
from this heading. It was however noted that due to delay in the process
that not all invoices were received in time and thus although the purchase
was agreed in the previous financial year that the bill is to be paid this
year.
rd

BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL Minutes of the Finance Committee held on the 3 July 2014

Chairs initial.... 2

Councillor A Gibbs-Barton enquired as to whether it would be beneficial to
have a specific code for accruals. Councillor J R Potts outline that there is
a separate accruals figures within the full accounts.
It was outlined regarding cost code 700 that we are yet to receive any
bills from Northumberland County Council, and thus until they have been
received we are unaware as how these are to be displayed within the
accounts.
An outline was then also provided regarding cost code 770. It was noted
that the £43,000 agreed for Cottingwood Green is to come this year due
to late receipt of invoice, however it was noted that £15,000 had been
agreed by the auditor due to manufacture and storage within the previous
financial year. Councillor B W Elliott sought clarification regarding this,
Councillor J R Potts provided a further outline.
Regarding cost code 900, Councillor A Gibbs-Barton enquired as to
whether the Graham Garnham report had been paid for in the previous
year. This was confirmed by the Chair.
Councillor A Gibbs-Barton also enquired as to whether there was any
progress regarding the Heritage Officer. An outline for this position was
provided by Councillor J R Potts and it was noted that this is to come to
the next Meeting of the Planning and Development Committee.
Councillor J R Potts also provided an update regarding assisting Newsham
and New Delaval purchasing a bench for within the park by receiving the
funding from Northumberland County Council due to the organisations
lack of a bank account.
Discussion was also held regarding the advertising of Events within the
Local Links publication.
Regarding cost code 1131, it was outlined as to previous donations to the
credit union. It was noted that little feedback had been provided and it
was proposed that we invite a representative from the Credit Union to
make a presentation to a future Meeting of Blyth Town Council. This was
AGREED by the Committee.
Councillor B W Elliott also requested a definition for what is a Community
Centre regarding cost code 1203. Councillor J R Potts provided a definition
but agreed that a clear definition is to be provided for clarity. Councillor J
R Potts also provided an outline of the split within the Community Grants
Committee monies.
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4.2 Update on all Bank Accounts (Current and Investment)
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) provided an outline for this
subheading and discussed the attached document.
4.3 Future Investments
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that this was to be dealt
with in a later Agenda item.
4.4 Budgetary Update
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that no further update
was available at present.
4.6 Update on External Audit
For this subheading the Chair, Councillor J R Potts provided an outline as
to how the external audit process works with our external auditor, BDO.
4.7 Excel Training for Councillors
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that 5 Councillors had
expressed an interest in the training, all Councillors were from the
Finance Committee and potential to extend the offer was also discussed.
It was noted that a fate is to be arranged.
Councillor J R Potts wished to comment that such training would be very
useful for those seeking to gain a greater understanding of not only the
accounts but as to how they are presented.
4.8 Cheque Signatories
Councillor J R Potts provided an outline regarding the current positions of
Parish Councils regarding cheque signatories and the need to update the
legislation.
It was AGREED that the cheque signatories are to be the Mayor, Chair
and Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee, Councillor A Gibbs-Barton and
Councillor B W Elliott.
070/14/05: PARTNERSHIP WORKING
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) provided an update as to this item.
An outline of the rising costs without agreement was provided to the
Committee. It was noted that the Town Clerk (Corporate Services) is to
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meet with Steve Bucknall is order to ensure that the figure is that of the
agreed figure.
Following on from a Meeting of the 12th June, it was commented that we
are still awaiting confirmation of the figure from Northumberland County
Council, however it is expected to be higher than forecasted.
It was noted that the hire of grass cutters is higher than expected,
however a transit van is no longer required and the Heko road sweeper
has come in cheaper than expected.
It was further noted that the proposed apprentices are to be put on hold.
The lack of information regarding pay roll, hire charges and fuel costs was
also discussed. It was noted that we now have a draft schedule of
services which is to be sent out for the next Meeting of the Assets
Committee.
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) wished to note that she had not
agreed to the proposals made by Steve Bucknall from Northumberland
County Council.
Councillor J R Potts commented that he was not fully happy with the
proposal from the beginning. It was noted that a lot of the developments
had been against the spirit of a partnership and that as no bills had been
received that he was unsure as to how the estimation process has been
agreed.
Councillor A Gibbs-Barton commented on the need to ensure that the
relationship within the partnership remains at that, a partnership. It was
also noted that if SLA’s are being quoted then a copy of the agreement
must be requested, if one cannot be produced then it should not be paid.
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) outlined that the play areas
inspections and toilets are being viewed by Northumberland County
Council as concessions which are to be reviewed in December.
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) outlined that this has created a lot
of work for both herself and the Assets Officer. Councillor J R Potts wished
to remind those in attendance, as to certain services which parish councils
are legally allowed to provide.
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that the current position
is that no acceptance of extra costs is to be made without a full costing
schedule to be provided.
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Councillor J Reid wished to express his concern at the lack of invoices and
commented that this is unacceptable.
Councillor B W Elliott wished to comment as to how often the
Management Board is scheduled to meet. The Town Clerk (Corporate
Services) commented that it is to meet monthly for the first 6 months.
Councillor B W Elliott wished to also express concern at the lack of
standards and provided a reminder that the standards were set at the
level of Choppington within the powerpoint provided by Steve Bucknall.
Councillor O Potts commented that she has been involved as chair of
staffing and has been totally disappointed with the attitude of
Northumberland County Council. The need to set standards in order to
hold and be held accountable was also reiterated.
071/14/06: REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION – INVESTMENT
POLICY
Councillor J R Potts provided an outline as to what was being sought, in
order to plan an investment strategy appropriately. It was commented
that this is in relation to the receipt of the precept and how best to
manage this process.
Councillor J R Potts provided an outline for this process outlining that if a
figure was placed within the 1 year account it would not need to go before
the external auditors.
Discussion was then held as to the risks of placing a figure over £80,000
within a sole bank account. Other avenues such as potential to place the
figures within bonds or split the accounts were also discussed.
Councillor B W Elliott commented that he would like to see other avenues
explored in order to avoid risk and related to low interest payments
received. It was AGREED that this is to be investigated.
Councillor A Gibbs-Barton suggested potential to split the amounts
amongst high street lenders. Councillor J Reid commented that he was
concerned as to potential to waste Officers time looking for the best deal
and that it may be best just to put the money away and not focus
attention onto areas such as this.
It was AGREED that the figure for reserves is to be £300,000 in order to
account for the end of year spending and other avenues be explored with
potential for professional advice should any serious developments arise.
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072/14/07: REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION – BANKING AND
INVESTMENT PROTECTION (THE CURRENT SITUATION AND
ALTERNATIVES)
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that this item had been
covered within the previous Agenda item.
073/14/08: ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) commented that the recruitment
process had been conducted for the position of Assistant Assets Officer
and that Dave Clough had been appointed and subject to clearance would
start in position on the 14th July 2014.
074/14/09: DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was AGREED that the next Meeting of the Finance Committee is to take
place on Thursday 6th November 2014 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber.
MEETING CLOSED AT 19:36PM.
DATE:
Signed:
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MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

J R Potts (Chair)
G T Knox (Vice-Chair)
C Bruce
B W Elliott
K Ellis
A Gibbs-Barton
K Nisbet
O Potts
J Reid
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