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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL held in Briardale 

Community Centre Blyth, on Thursday 21 September 2017 at 6.30 pm 

Present: 

Councillors: J R Potts (Mayor), K Nisbet (Deputy Mayor), E Anderson-

Smith, D Carr, A Cartie, R Parker, O Potts, M Richardson, W Taylor, G 

Thompson, D Walls, G Webb 

Also Present:  

J Hughes  Town Clerk 

M Wilkinson  Deputy Town Clerk 

A McCabe  Office Manager 

M Hawthorne Committee Clerk  

S Robinson  Environmental Services Manager 

D Clough  Allotments Officer 

 

Members of the Public: 4 

1   

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Councillors: K Ellis, L Rickerby. A Spratt, Admin & Customer 

Services Assistant 

 

2  DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & THE GRANT OF ANY 

DISPENSATIONS 

None.  

3   MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 
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HELD ON THURSDAY 13 JULY 2017  

 The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes. 

3.1   MATTERS ARISING  

 

None. 

4 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Mayor advised there would be a Part II to the meeting at 

which point members of the public will be asked to leave. 

 

There is a Mayor’s Page on the website where a monthly report of 

events is posted. The Mayor has completed May, June, July and 

August and highlighted some of the many events that have taken 

place recently (for full details please follow this 

linkhttp://www.blythtowncouncil.org.uk/mayors-update.php). 

 

 

The Mayor extended his thanks on behalf of members to the staff 

of Blyth Town Council, for their support with Blyth in Bloom, 

Northumbria in Bloom and the Tour of Britain.  Councillor Nisbet 

presented the Office Manager with a bouquet of flowers and 

thanked her for all of her hard work in organising the Blyth in 

Bloom Awards Ceremony. 

 

 A letter was received from two children from Newsham 

asking for a new play park.  The Council has responded to 

the letter. 

 Blyth Town Council Website is being updated and the new 

version will be live soon. 

 

 The Mayor, together with the Town clerk and Councillor Parker, 

met with the Leader of NCC and Councillor Richard 

Wearmouth, Leader of Economic Development. The leader 

spoke about the problems of having to make £46m cut next 

year which was much higher than expected.   

 

 He confirmed that Partnerships would continue for those 

http://www.blythtowncouncil.org.uk/mayors-update.php
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Parishes that wanted them but detailed discussions would 

have to take place with relevant officers.   The Leader 

indicated that he was not aware of the consultation that 

Arch had conducted nor had he seen the written report and 

he apologised for the delays with the street lighting project. 

The old Civic Centre is not going to be sold and the lease on 

the Eric Tolhurst building will be terminated.  The draft Core 

Strategy has been withdrawn and is up for review.  The 

projected number of houses needed is going to be revised 

and a completion date for this has not been given.  BTC was 

asked to forward details of enforcement action that was 

outstanding. There are no plans to alter the current council 

Tax benefit scheme whereby Blyth loses £125,000 per year.  

Discussions regarding the Ashington-Blyth Rail link are 

going well with trains possibly running in 2021. Discussions 

about a possible new link road from the Spine Road at the 

Three Horse shoes to Plessey Road are at an early stage.  

NCC confirmed they are open to discussion about any 

services that could be delivered better locally and welcomed 

BTC employing a part time enforcement officer.  The current 

Parish Charter/NALC is being refreshed and will be reviewed 

next year. 

5 MINUTES OF THE EVENTS COMMITTEE 

 

Boat Seats 

 

Councillor Nisbet said that the boat seats identified for the Boat 

House have gone elsewhere and the ones on the Quay have been 

damaged. 

 

Northumbria in Bloom 

 

Blyth won the outstanding award for best park – Ridley Park was 

awarded gold and won the Best Park category outright as this was 

shared with another park last year.  Overall Blyth received a silver 

award. 

Blyth In Bloom 

 

This proved very successful culminating in a presentation evening.  

There were five categories plus a judges discretionary award.  
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This was the first year and it is hoped that this will be built upon 

year on year.   

 

The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes of the Events 

Committee held on Tuesday, 25 July 2017. 

6 MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

The Mayor said that the Environmental Services Officer has 

handed in his notice and will be leaving BTC in mid-October.  He 

thanked the ES Officer for all of is hard work during his time with 

the Council and wished him well for the future. 

 

It was noted that NCC attended an annual conference at which 

they were doing a presentation on Blyth Market Place and the 

Chair will ask for feedback.  There are now regular events taking 

place every Saturday in the market place and it is hoped that 

more traders will be encouraged to come along. 

 

The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes of the Environmental 

Services committee held on Thursday 27 July 2017. 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARTNERSHIP BOARD 

 

The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes of the Partnership 

Management Board held on Thursday 3 August 2017. 

7 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 

The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes of the Finance 

Committee held on Tuesday 12 September 2017. 

8 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 

It was noted that the Planning and Development Committee 

scheduled to take place on Thursday, 29 September has been 

cancelled and any urgent matter will be emailed to Councillors for 

comment. 
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Minutes of 20 July 2017 

 

Blue Plaques – the Committee Clerk gave an update on the 

progress so far; three plaques have been ordered over the past 

week and a further eight will be ordered by mid-October. 

 

Catapult have agreed to put a plaque on the Marble Arch site to 

commemorate the Shipyard/Dry Docks and are keen to become 

involved in  a community project.   

 

Minutes of 14 September 2017 

 

Local Transport Plan – the Chair explained that all requests made 

by individuals are include in the LTP.  BTC are then asked for their 

priorities. The Council agreed with the three priorities identified by 

Planning and Development Committee which are: 

 

 Improvements to Waterloo Road, Plessey Road and Quay 

Road. 

 

Street Naming Scheme – P&D Committee queried the use of 

“Hutton” Park as a name and NCC clarified that was significant as 

the last coal seam mined at Bates was called Hutton seam.  The 

Council agreed this is a suitable name. 

 

Community Governance Review – the Chair commented that this 

relates to a boundary between Blyth and Seaton Valley where 

there is a piece of land that causes problems and NCC has agreed 

this can be changed to demonstrate a clearer boundary. 

 

The Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes of the Planning and 

Development Committee held on Thursday 20 July and 14 

September 2017. 

9 NE24 MAGAZINE 

 

The Town Clerk asked the Council to consider his report and 

decide whether they wish to continue advertising with NE24 

magazine.  The report outlined changes to the magazine and 

distribution and following discussion it was agreed to continue 

with the next three issues and then review. 
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Cost will be £1,500, code 312. 

 

Members who would like to write a contribution should contact the 

Office Manager at BTC. 

10 EXTERNAL AUDIT RETURN 

 

The Chair noted that the report from BDO had nothing to report 

and congratulated Officers on this.  The Council approved and 

accepted the Annual Return, including the Auditor’s Certificate. 

 

11 BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

 

To date two sessions of a small working group have taken place, 

working alongside a Consultant, Peter Kemp. The Chair added 

that it was hard work and he would have liked more people to 

have been involved. The Town Clerk referred to his report which 

summarises the work so far and  asked the Council agree: 

 

The new Mission/Vision Statement and roles for the Town Council 

as outlined in Appendix A 

 

The outline quarterly meeting based Council/Committee Structure 

as shown in Appendix B 

 

The Council agreed to Appendix A. 

 

A discussion then took place on the Council/Committee Structure.  

It was noted that over the past year between 50-60 meetings 

took place and the recommendation is that the Council move to 

quarterly meetings.   Councillor Webb suggested a separate 

meeting is held to look at the structure.  A further comment was 

that Committees should take place every two months to ensure 

consistency, whilst bearing in mind Planning and Development 

would have to meet more regularly.  It was agreed that Peter will 

be asked to look at this in more detail at the next working group 

and also to arrange a separate meeting as it is important that 

Councillors agree with the new structure.  
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Councillor Walls proposed that the third session opened to all 

Councillors, however, it was agreed by Council that it would be 

more appropriate for the working group to complete their work at 

which point everyone can absorb the information and share their 

thoughts.  Council also agreed that additional sessions with Peter 

can be arranged if necessary.  The aim is to implement the new 

structure in May 2018. 

12 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday, 14 December 2017, 6.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 

Arms Evertyne House.  
 

 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  

 
J R Potts (Mayor)   K Nisbet (Deputy Mayor) 

E Anderson-Smith  D Carr 

A Cartie    K Ellis 
K Nisbet    R Parker 

O Potts    J Reid 
M Richardson   S Stanger 

W Taylor    G Thompson 
D Walls    G Webb 


