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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL held in the Council 

Chamber, Arms Evertyne House, on Thursday 10 October 2019 at 6.30 

pm 

Present:   

Councillors: W Taylor (Mayor), M Richardson (Deputy Mayor), E 

Anderson-Smith, D Carr, A Cartie, K Ellis, K Nisbet, R Parker, J R Potts, O 

Potts, S Stanger, G Thompson, G Webb 

Officers: J Hughes, Town Clerk, M Wilkinson, Deputy Town Clerk, M 

Hawthorne, Committee Clerk 

 

Members of the Public: 3  

Invited Guests: 0 

1   

 

Apologies For Absence 

 

Councillors: J Reid, L Rickerby   

 

2 Disclosure of Interests and Grant of Dispensations 

 

None. 

 

3 Mayor’s Announcements 

 
The Mayor advised that BTC are currently reviewing the 

Governance arrangements and a session, led by Peter Kemp, will 
take place on Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 1.00 until 3.00 pm.  
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Members will have the change to ask questions and raise any 

issues they may have in relation to how they feel  things are 
working.   

 
With regard to agenda item 6.2 the matter of the Accommodation 

Working Group will moved to a Part II item. 
 

There is a matter to be raised under Any Other Business 
regarding a letter from NCC in the matter of a stopping up of the 

highway at 75/76 Horton Park, Blyth. 
  

The Mayor wished Councillor Reid a speedy recovery from his 

recent heart problems. 
 

It was noted that Councillor Parker wished to speak on the 
following agenda items; 5.7, 5.8, 6.1, 6.2. 

 
Moving on the Mayor talked about his participation in a number of 

events thanking Lynn Horton and Mel Jackson for their organising 
of the sandcastles competition, which had to move inside due to 

inclement weather.  There were lots of children present from the 
holiday hunger project and the Mayor said that we need to 

consider for the future how we can help provide activities for 
children during the holidays. 

 
He also attended the Briardale summer fair. Members are aware 

of the difficulties the centre has been through recently, however it 

was fantastic to see how much progress has been made and the 
centre have lots of plans for the future. 

 
Blyth in Bloom presentation – held at the Spartans and the Mayor 

thanked the officers from BTC for their hard work in making it 
such a success.  There was lots of positive feedback and this 

competition is growing year on year.  Councillors were asked to 
promote this event.  

 
A charity race evening was held in Ponteland for Northumberland 

Civic Heads with excellent food provided by one of the Town 
Councillors.   

 
The Showcase Event exceeded expectations, held in the market 

place over 5-6 hours it was extremely well attended with lots of 

residents filling in questionnaires about their concerns and issues.   
All of the information will be put into a report so the people of 

Blyth are kept informed of what is going on.   
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The Mayor also attended the Town and Parish Council meeting in 

Morpeth. 
 

4   Minutes of The Meeting of the Full Council held on 
Thursday 25 July 2019 

 

Councillor J R Potts moved the minutes as a true record.   

Councillor Richardson seconded the motion. 

Council agreed to ADOPT the minutes as a true record. 

 

4.1 Matters Arising 

 

There were no matters arising. 

5 

 

 

 

 

5.1 

 

5.2 

 

 

5.3 

 

5.4 

 

 

5.5 

 

 

5.6 

 

5.7 

 

 

5.8 

 

 

Minutes resolved by the following Standing Committees 
(Any Councillor wishing to raise a matter from the minutes 

below should speak to the Chair/Town Clerk/Deputy Town 
Clerk in advance of the meeting) 

 
Minutes of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 30 July 

2019 (Part & II).  
 

Minutes of the Special Environment Committee held on Tuesday 
10 September 2019 (Part I & II). 

 
Minutes of the Special Community Funding Sub Committee held 

on Thursday 25 July (part I & II) 
 

Minutes of the Community Funding Sub Committee held on 

Tuesday 3 September 2019 (Part I & II). 
 

Minutes of Planning & Development Sub Committee held on 
Thursday 12 September 2019. 

 
Minutes of the Community Development Committee held on 

Thursday 12 September 2019 (Part I & II). 
 

Minutes of the Staff Sub Committee (Part II) held on Tuesday 24 
September 2019. 

 
The above minutes were moved to a Part II item. 

 
Minutes of the Governance Committee held on Tuesday 1 October 

2019. 
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The above minutes were moved to a Part II item. 
 

6 

 

 

6.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2 

 

Minutes to be considered by Standing Committees for   
approval (for information only) 

 

Minutes of the Partnership Working Group held on Thursday 26 
September 2019.  

 
Councillor Parker referred to the shortfall in grass cutters and 

machinery stating that NCC have not supplied the total number 
which form part of the partnership agreement and this needs to 

be resolved.  Councillor Ellis agreed with the comments adding 
that this is an issue that has been repeatedly raised and 

suggested that a request is made to get some information about 
what we are spending and where the machines are. The Mayor 

said individuals are entitled to their opinion, however, the 
agreement was made after a number of meetings of members.  

The Chair of Environment Committee stated that any issues 
relating to the partnership agreement should be raised at the 

Partnership Working Group.    

 
Minutes of the Accommodation Working Group held on Tuesday 8 

October 2019. 
 

The above minutes were moved to a Part II item. 
 

7 

 

7.1 

 

 

 

7.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision Report 
 

Office Arrangements – Christmas 2019 
 

The Chair moved the proposal outlined in the report. This was 

seconded by Councillor JR Potts and the motion carried. 
 

Mayor’s Aide-Memoir Booklet (appendix 1) 
 

The Mayor said that since coming into office as Mayor he has 
realised that some guidance is required about the role of the 

Mayor, his ceremonial year and Chair of the Council.  He has 
worked with officers to produce a draft document.  A detailed 

discussion took place where members referred to parts of the 
document which need to be changed.  Councillor Parker said there 

should be two separate roles, one of Mayor and one of Chair of 
Council.  However, it was pointed out that when BTC was 

established, a decision was taken that it would be a Town Council 
and as such there is not a requirement to have a Chair of the 

Council.  
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7.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.4 

Any member wishing to make comment should email the Town 

Clerk and a new draft document will be produced.  
 

 
Internal Auditor Report  (appendix 2) 

 
The Town Clerk noted that the internal audit report is a good one, 

with no issues raised and asked Council to resolve to agree to the 
Governance Committee recommendations. Councillor JR Potts 

moved to accept it, Councillor Stanger seconded the motion and it 
was carried by Council. 

 

The Chair congratulated the staff of BTC for their work. 
 

External Auditor Report (appendix 3) 
 

The Town Clerk asked Council to resolve to agree with the 
Governance Committee recommendations with regard to the 

External Auditor Report as there were no issues raised. 
 

Councillor Richardson moved to accept the report.  This was 
seconded by Councillor Cartie and the motion carried by Council. 

 

8 Any Other Business 

 

Stopping up of Highway under Section 116 Highways Act 

1980 – existing highway at 75 and 76 Horton Park, Blyth 

 

A letter has been received from NCC seeking consent from BTC to 

the making of the above application.   A plan was displayed at the 

meeting which showed the piece of highway that lies within the 

front garden of a private dwelling.   If the application is not made 

it could cause difficulty for the owner of the properties of no 75 

and 76.  

 

The Council unanimously agreed to the request and the Town 

Clerk will write to NCC confirming this. 

 

Councillor Parker said there is also a piece of land which runs 

from Chase Farm to the top of Tynedale Drive which is in the 

hands of the developer.  He suggested that NCC are made aware 

of this as they may wish to put a road through it at some point.  
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He added that some time ago NCC had to purchase a piece of 

land they had previously owned in order to get access to the first 

part of Chase Farm.   

 

Councillor Webb said they are two very different issues and 

proposed that NCC are made aware of what possibly could 

happen. The Town Clerk will add a paragraph outlining this issue 

for the future consideration and asked Councillor Parker to 

provide additional information.   

 

Councillor Ellis then referred to a ransom strip that BTC previously 

agreed to maintain following lots of complaints from residents. 

The Deputy Town Clerk added that this matter was discussed at 

the Environment Committee and will check the minutes to see 

what was agreed.    

9 DATE  OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the Full Council will be held on Thursday 16 

January 2020 in the Council Chamber, Arms Evertyne House.  
 

10 Part II 

Pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960; 

that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and 

public be excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. 

 
 

 
 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 

W Taylor (Mayor)    J R Potts 
M Richardson (Deputy Mayor) O Potts 

E Anderson-Smith   J Reid  
D Carr      L Rickerby 

A Cartie     S Stanger  
K Ellis     G Thompson 

K Nisbet     D Walls 

R Parker     G Webb   


