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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Thursday 27 September 2012 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors: Condon JJ, Parker R, Potts JR (Chair), and Potts O.
Officer: Rickitt SE. 

P134/1: Apologies for Absence

Gibbs-Barton A and Reid P.
P135/2: Declarations of Interest

None

P136/3: Minutes.

4.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2012 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

P137/4 Matters Arising
Action List

	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time

	16 Aug - P123/12.4.4 and 6 Sept – P130/5
	Contact NCC Planners about Weekly List
	All to monitor for applications appearing late on the weekly list.

	16 Aug - P124/12.5
	Special meeting to consider LDO in late October
	See item P142/9 below

	16 Aug - P125/12.6.3
	Research for Biomass Power Station summaries
	See minute 4.1 below


	16 Aug – P125/12.6.1
	Arrange a meeting with ARCH and NCC Heritage & Conservation officers
	SER – on-going


4.1 The Committee considered the correspondence relating to the Biomass Power Station and agreed to take no further active part in the inquiry as the Council’s initial concerns were addressed by the developer.

P138/5: Planning Applications

5.1 - Weekly List Dated 10 September
Applications 12/02042/FUL, 12/02302/FUL and 12/02416/ADE have previously been considered by the Committee.

Application 12/02530/NONMAT – NAREC – No Comments.

Application 12/02641/FUL – Extension – 73 Barras Avenue West – No Comments
5.2 - Weekly List Dated 17 September

Application 12/02610/FUL – Pharmacy Unit – Station Medical Group, Gatacre Street - No Comments

Application 12/02637/FUL – Conservatory – 2A Mansel Terrace - No Comments

Application 12/02628/FUL – Garage Extension – 2 Warkworth Avenue - No Comments. 
5.3 - Weekly List Dated 24 September
Application 12/02513/FUL – (Retrospective) – Change of Use to workshop/sales/garage – Unit 1 38B Union Street - No Comments

Application 12/02617/FUL – External Render to 2 and 30 Brierley Road and 3 Malton Close - No Comments.
P139/6 Gypsy Roma Traveller Transit Site.
The Committee considered the County Council’s proposals for a transit site on two possible locations on the Kitty Brewster Industrial Estate and agreed to send an email to the Leader of the County Council in the following terms:
The proposed Gypsy Roma Traveller site.
 
1.    Dear Councillor Reid,
 
2.    I refer to the Gypsy Roma Traveller Transit Site which we understand is proposed for consideration at the Executive on Monday 8 October 2012.
 
3.    Blyth Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee considered the report presented to, and the draft minutes of the discussion at, the County Council's South East Area Committee earlier this month. 
 
4.    Members remain very concerned about the proposed sites because it considers that the current proposal, an industrial estate may exacerbate tensions between the local and Gypsy/Roma/Traveller communities.
 
5.    The Committee were particularly concerned that the clear request for a transit site within the west of the county appears to have been ignored. 
 
6.    The Committee understands from comments made by the County Council officers and others at the Area Committee, that the transit site in Blyth is not intended to be a permanent site if but is truly intended to provide a transit facility for families who are expected to have come from, or be moving to, the west coast of the country.
 
7.    The Committee were concerned that the failure to have a stopping point in the middle of the country, i.e. in the west of the county, could mean that the users of a transit site would be tempted into staying longer and that there would be a danger of any transit site in south-east of Northumberland becoming permanent by default.
 
8.    The Committee were also very concerned by the potential for the Gypsy/Roma/ Traveller community to be blamed for the loss of jobs should any unit on the current industrial estate cease to trade or if a rumour commenced that a prospective employer had been deterred because of the location of the transit site on the industrial estate. 
 
9.    The Committee's view is that there has been insufficient consideration of the potential for the transit site to be located at Bebside.
 
10. Such a location would be near to the Spine Road thus emphasising transient nature to the users, it would be near the shopping facilities (ASDA) and in particular it would be very close to a school, The Blyth School (Community College). 
 
11. The Committee felt that the County Council’s report gives too much weight to land ownership, leading to an attempt to shoehorn the site into an unacceptable location merely because land is owned by the County Council.  The County Council has compulsory acquisition powers which it has successfully used in the Morrison’s redevelopment.
 
12. The Committee therefore ask that the County Council should consider using its compulsory acquisition powers if it were not possible to acquire a site at Bedside by a voluntary acquisition.
 
13. In any event the that Committee are extremely concerned that the County Council has not yet held a public meeting to explain its thinking and thought processes. Such facilities, as the transit site, run a real race of generating rumour and unfounded speculation. 
 
 
14. The Executive are urged to defer the report and hold a public meeting at which it can explain the options before making a decision.
 

P140/7: Budget Proposals
7.1 The Committee noted it had not had to call upon the £3000 in this year’s budget for consultation. The Committee considered it was prudent to suggest an increase in that provision to £5000 and to widen its remit to include the use of external advisers on planning matters, should that become necessary. 
P141/8 Items for Information and Urgent Action.

8.1. The Committee noted the refusal of permission for the sign at McDonalds.

P142/9 Date of next meetings.

9.1 The next scheduled meeting is on Thursday 18 October 2012 at 6.30pm.

9.2 The Committee considered whether to hold a special meeting to consider the proposed Local Development Order for the Enterprise Zone. ON reflection the Committee agreed

· To circulate details to all councillors,

· To hold preliminary discussions at the meeting on 18 October,

· To come to a final  view at the meeting on 8 November, and

· To invite NCC representatives to the November meeting.
Meeting closed at 7.30pm.

Confirmed as a true record
 and signed by the Chair………………………

Date………………….

Action List

	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time

	16 Aug - P123/12.4.4 and 6 Sept – P130/5
	Contact NCC Planners about Weekly List
	All to monitor for applications appearing late on the weekly list.

	16 Aug - P124/12.5
	Special meeting to consider LDO in late October
	See item…..below

	16 Aug - P125/12.6.3
	Research for Biomass Power Station summaries
	See minute below

	16 Aug – P125/12.6.1
	Arrange a meeting with ARCH and NCC Heritage & Conservation officers
	SER – on-going

	27 Sept - P139/6
	Response to NCC Leader
	Members present and SER – 3 Oct

	27 Sept – P142/9
	Circulate Draft LDO to all councillors
	A McC. – 3 Oct
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