
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 19 May 2011, 7.00pm at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth.
PRESENT:

Councillors:

K Nisbet


A L Gibbs-Barton



B Parker


P Reid
IN ATTENDANCE:

Town Clerk:
S Noddings 
P001/11
1.
ELECTION OF CHAIR OF COMMITTEE

Councillor Parker proposed that Councillor Nisbet be elected Chair of the Planning and Development Committee.  This was agreed.

P002/11
2.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEE
Councillor Gibbs-Barton proposed that Councillor Condon be elected Deputy Chair of the Planning and Development Committee and this was seconded by Councillor Reid.

Councillor Parker proposed that Councillor Potts be elected Deputy Chair of the Planning and Development Committee and this was seconded by Councillor Nisbet.

Councillor Parker, as Mayor, had the casting vote and it was confirmed that Councillor Potts was elected Deputy Chair.

P003/11
3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted for Councillors Potts, D Lovatt and Condon.
Initials:
P004/11
4.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 21 APRIL 2011

The meeting was discussed and agreed in the absence of written minutes.

P005/11
5.
DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

Councillor Gibbs-Barton declared an interest in the proposed Weatherspoons development of the Wallaw Cinema, having spoken publicly in favour of the development.  This was not considered prejudicial to the planning consultation process.
P006/11
6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

6.1
Weekly List Dated 26 April 2011 (0 Applications)
No planning applications for Blyth.
6.2
Weekly List Dated 3 May 2011 (7 Applications)

Application 11/00064/VARYCO – No Comment
Application 11/00077/VARYCO – No Comment
Application 11/00139/CLPROP – No Comment
Application 11/00126/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00208/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00325/FUL - No Comment

Application 11/00329/FUL – No Comment

6.3
Weekly List Dated 10 May 2011 (4 Applications)
Application 11/00139/CLPROP – No Comment
Application 11/00365/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00487/FUL – No Comment
Application 11/00541/FUL – No Comment
6.4
Weekly List Dated 17 May 2011 (4 Applications)

Application 11/00102/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00348/FUL – Welcome Development – No Comment

Application 11/00188/FUL – No Comment

Application 11/00741/LBC – Welcome Development – No Comment

Initials:
Action Agreed: SN to arrange meeting/visit to Hexham Community Cinema and Weatherspoons.

P007/11
7.
ITERMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS
7.1
Update on planning application on behalf of Blagdon Estates – the public exhibition is to take place on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 May 2011 at the Blyth Town Football Club, South Newsham Pavilion. 

Action Agreed:  SN to circulate Nathaniel Lichfield’s email to all Councillors.
7.2
Extended Metro Passenger Line – Councillor Parker raised the issue of a petition.  Councillor Reid agreed that it would be brilliant and would revitalize the area but questioned where the money would come from.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton questioned whether this proposal would mean that the Blyth & Tyne line would be abandoned.  It was agreed that more information was needed.

Action Agreed:  SN to contact Nexus to establish whether there are any plans to extend the Metro Passenger Line.  If there are plans then SN to arrange for someone from Nexus to attend a Planning and Development Committee meeting in the near future.  SN also to seek information from Blyth & Tyne.
7.3
Demise of ONE NE – Councillor Parker raised the issue that the region is losing money that is not being drawn down by ONE NE for the creation of jobs.  It is estimated that this money is in the order of £1.2m per month.  The issue was discussed along with information regarding the new body that is being created to distribute monies based on claims/project; this body will be Chaired by Sir Ian Wrigglesworth.  It was agreed that Blyth Town Council should look into the development of Blyth.  It was also agreed that Northumberland County Council should be proactive in supporting the retention of ONE NE.

Action Agreed:  SN to draft letter to NCC for Councillor Parker to approve and sign.

Initials:

7.4
Planning Application regarding the former Wallaw Cinema – as the Wallaw is a Listed Building there has been an application for the change of use from former cinema to a public house.  As discussed previously Blyth Town Council welcomes the development of the building and has no comments to add. 


Action Agreed:  SN to write and confirm this.
7.5
Consultation on Street Naming and Numbering – Application No. 11/00355/SN was discussed and accepted.


Action Agreed:  SN to write and confirm this.

7.6
SLCC Conference – The Town Clerk advised the meeting that issues regarding planning had been raised at the SLCC Conference that day. She reported that Karen Ledger had apologized for the problems encountered with the IT system since the Government closed down the e-consultation hub last year.  A standardized approach is being introduced across the County and this is being supported by the introduction of new IT systems. Training will be offered to Clerks and Councillors in the near future.


The Town Clerk also advised the meeting that there were two pilots taking place within rural Northumberland regarding planning and the likely changes under the Localism Bill.  She had enquired why the pilots were based in rural Parishes and not in one of the large Town Councils.
P008/11
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Planning and Development Committee Meeting will take
place on Thursday 9 June 2011, 7.00pm at Ebor House. 
Signed by the Chair: ………………………………...........................................
Date: ……………………………….....................
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