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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Fifth Annual Meeting of Blyth Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Arms Evertyne House, Quay Road, Blyth NE24 2AS on Thursday 9th May 2013 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors:   C Bruce                         R Parker
                        A Cartie                        J R Potts
                        B W Elliott                     O Potts
                        K Ellis                           J Reid
                        A Gibbs-Barton              L Rickerby 
                        G T Knox                       D Rutter
                        K Nisbet                        G Thompson
                       M Parker

Also Present: 
Town Clerk (Corporate Services):     S Noddings

Town Clerk ( Democratic Services):  S E Rickitt

Administration Clerk:                       A McCabe

Committee Clerk:                            L Forsyth

Members of the Public : 22
01/13  Election of Mayor
Councillor Kath Nisbet, Mayor, opened the meeting and thanked everybody involved in her term of office, in particular the support she had received from the Community.
Councillor Nisbet then invited nominations for the post of Mayor. Cllr Ken Ellis proposed Cllr Robert Parker.
RESOLVED: Having been proposed and seconded by Councillor Carol Bruce. Councillor R Parker was declared Mayor of Blyth Town Council for the forthcoming year 2013-2014.
Councillor Parker took the Chair.
02/13  Receive Mayor’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Councillor Parker signed the Mayors Declaration of Acceptance of Office and welcomed all present to the new Council Chamber. The Mayor thanked the officers involved in the facilitating the move and sought members support for his term of office.
03/13  To decide whether any Declarations of Acceptance of Office which have not been received as provided by law shall be received

All Declarations of Acceptance of Office were received before the commencement of the meeting.
04/13  Election of Deputy Mayor

Nominations were invited for the post of Deputy Mayor. Councillor C Bruce proposed Margaret Parker.
RESOLVED: Having been proposed and seconded by Councillor Ken Ellis. Councillor Margaret Parker was elected to be Deputy Mayor of Blyth Town Council for the forthcoming year 2013-2014.
05/13  Apologies for Absence

Apologies of Absence were received from Councillor A Turnbull. 
06/13  To Appoint Representative to Outside Bodies
The following Town Councillors were appointed to the organiations as showing in the table below:
	ORGANISATION:
	APPOINTEE:

	BRIC (2)
	Cllr K Nisbet
Cllr G Thompson

	Blyth Young Peoples Centre (1)
	Cllr A Cartie

	NALC County Committee (1)
	Cllr J R Potts

	Friends of Ridley Park
	Cllr M Parker

	LMAPs Committee
	Cllr K Nisbet (Cllr O Potts)

	North Blyth Biomass Steering Group
	Cllr R Parker

	Citizens Advice Bureau
	Cllr G T Knox (Cllr O Potts)


(Brackets denote additional nominees)

07/13  To agree to the establishment of the following Committees of the Town Council.

The Mayor outlined that it was being proposed that each Committee was to have 9 members of the Council. 2 new committees were also proposed (Allotments and Community Grants). 

The following Committees were established with the terms of reference as shown in the table:

	Name of Committee (& number of members)
	Terms of reference and powers

	Allotments 
	To supervise and make decisions or recommendations regarding the operation of the Council’s allotments.

	Assets 
	To supervise and make decisions or recommendations regarding any asset of the Council, except for assets relating to allotments.

	Events
	To supervise and make decisions or recommendations regarding the Council’s functions in providing entertainments or encouraging visitors.

	Finance 
	(1) To supervise and make decisions or recommendations in respect of the Council’s overall financial affairs.

(2) To exercise the powers allocated to the Finance Committee by the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.

(3) To supervise the audit of the Council.

	Planning and Development 
	(1) To exercise the role of the Council under the Planning Acts, including responding to consultations.

(2) To supervise and make decisions or recommendations concerning development within Blyth or its surrounding area.

	Staff 
	To supervise and make decisions or recommendations regarding the Council’s role as an employer.


Two Working Groups were also outlined to be established:

	Policy Working Group (all councillors)
	To make recommendations regarding policies of the Council, including making an annual review of all policies.

	Community Grants 


	To award grants to outside bodies and to make recommendations for policies concerning the award of community grants. 


RESOLVED: The establishment of all the outlined Committees, and Working Groups and the expansion of Committees to 9 members was moved by Councillor Gibbs-Barton and seconded by Councillor J Potts.
08/13 To Appoint Members to the Committees

The membership of the Committees for Blyth Town Council were agreed as  following:

Allotment Committee:

Cllr C Bruce, Cllr K Ellis, Cllr J Reid, Cllr L Rickerby, Cllr R Parker, Cllr J R Potts, Cllr O Potts, Cllr D Rutter and Cllr G Thompson.
Assets Committee:

Cllr B Elliott, Cllr K Ellis, Cllr J Reid, Cllr L Rickerby, Cllr B Parker, Cllr J Potts, Cllr O Potts, Cllr D Rutter, Cllr A Turnbull.

Events Committee
Cllr C Bruce, Cllr A Cartie, Cllr A Gibbs-Barton, Cllr K Nisbet, Cllr L Rickerby, Cllr M Parker, Cllr J Potts, Cllr G Thompson and Cllr A Turnbull.
Finance Committee

Cllr B Elliott, Cllr K Ellis, Cllr A Gibbs-Barton , Cllr G T Knox, Cllr K Nisbet, Cllr R Parker, Cllr J Potts, Cllr O Potts and Cllr J Reid.

Planning and Development Committee

Cllr A Cartie, Cllr B Elliott, Cllr A Gibbs-Barton, Cllr G T Knox, Cllr K Nisbet Cllr R Parker, Cllr J R Potts, Cllr G Thompson and Cllr A Turnbull.

Staff Committee

Cllr K Ellis, Cllr G T Knox, Cllr K Nisbet, Cllr M Parker, Cllr O Potts, Cllr J Reid, Cllr L Rickerby, Cllr D Rutter and Cllr A Turnbull.

Grants Committee

Cllr C Bruce, Cllr A Cartie, Cllr B Elliott, Cllr K Ellis, Cllr A Gibbs-Barton, Cllr M Parker, Cllr J R Potts, Cllr O Potts and Cllr D Rutter.
The membership of the Working Groups are as follows:

Policy Working Group

All Councillors and both Town Clerks were assigned to membership of the Policy Working Group.

Town Meeting Working Group.
Cllr M Parker, Cllr R Parker and Cllr L Rickerby.

Government Toolkit Working Group
Cllr R Parker, Cllr J R Potts and Cllr A Gibbs-Barton.
The Council was adjourned in order to enable the Committees to elect their respective Chairs and Vice-Chairs.

09/13  Allotments Committee Meeting
Cllr R Parker was elected as Chair of the Allotments Committee with Cllr K Ellis as Vice-Chair.
10/13   Assets Committee Meeting 

Cllr R Parker was elected as Chair of the Assets Committee with Cllr K Ellis as Vice-Chair.
11/13  Events Committee 


Cllr K Nisbet was elected as Chair of the Events Committee with Cllr A Cartie as Vice-Chair.
12/13  Finance Committee Meeting to be held at rising of the Events Committee Meeting to elect Chair and Vice-Chair


Cllr K Ellis was selected as Chair of the Finance Committee with Cllr J R Potts as Vice-Chair.
13/13   Planning & Development Committee Meeting

Cllr G T Knox was elected as Chair of the Planning and Development Committee with Cllr J R Potts as Vice-Chair.
14/13   Staff Committee Meeting

Cllr O Potts was elected as Chair of the Staff Committee with Cllr M Parker as Vice-Chair.

15/13  Policy Working Group 

Cllr R Parker was selected as Chair of the Policy Working Group with Cllr M Parker as Vice-Chair.
16/13  Community Grants Committee Meeting

Cllr J Potts was selected as Chair of the Community Grants Committee with Cllr O Potts as Vice-Chair.
THE COUNCIL MEETING THEN RESUMED
17a/13 Public Question Time
1. A question was posed by a member of the public concerning plans for the promotion of Ridley Park.

The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) outlined the role the Town Council plays including involvement with the Friends of Ridley Park and the Town Councils  support with grant funding. The Town Clerk also confirmed that it was Northumberland County Council who is responsibile for the park.

2. A member of the Public enquired whether the value of Community Forum akin to what previous existed under Blyth Valley had been considered by the Council.
The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) replied that its value can be looked at and will be investigated. The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) also outlined the role of Community Engagement funding that was available from the Town Council. Cllr J R Potts discussed the role of the Town Meeting as a forum for the Community in which the Council sought further engagement.

3. A question was posed raising issues with the Town Council’s website arrangements.

Cllr K Ellis apologized for the issues outlined and confirmed that processes were on-going following the recent move to bring the website’s control under in-house management. 
Cllr K Nisbet also stated that the concerns raised had been noted and re-iterated the message provided by Cllr K Ellis that progress was being made and this issue will be addressed as soon as possible.

4. A question was raised regarding the frequency of Town Meetings and wider platforms for public engagement within the workings of Blyth Town Council.

The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) confirmed that Town Meetings were held on an annual basis. 

Cllr K Nisbet outlined that the Council was constantly seeking ways for wider public engagement and urged that the Town Meeting was not the only time for public questions and engagement and that she would welcome any suggestions from the community in how best to improve the engagement process.

Councillor Gibbs-Barton stated that at all full Council Meetings that there is a Public Question Time. Previous comments about the position of this item within the Agenda have been acted upon and the Public Question time is now situated earlier on the full Council Meeting Agenda.

5. A member of the Public posed a question concerning the Town Councils plans for the Town Market.

Cllr K Nisbet outlined the work of the previous sitting of the Council in supporting a market study which had a public consultation process. Cllr Nisbet also outlined the role of the Town Team in promoting and planning for the future of the Marketplace.

Cllr J R Potts outlined that the Market Place is not owned by the Town Council and is currently owned by Northumberland County Council. Cllr Potts also outlined the current methods that the Town Council was engaged in to promote Blyth Market Place.
The Town Clerk (DS) also provided an outline of system involved concerning the ownership of the Market Place.
17/13 Minutes from the previous Meeting.

Cllr J R Potts moved the Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st March 2013 to be endorsed by the Council. This was seconded by Cllr O Potts. The Council resolved that these were a true record where upon they were signed by the Mayor.
18/13 To receive and adopt the minutes of the following Committees.

1. Assets Committee – 9th April 2013
Councillor R Parker moved these Minutes to be endorsed by the Council. This was seconded by Councillor K Ellis.
2.Planning and Development Committee held on the 4th April

2013

Councillor J R Potts moved the minutes for the Planning & Development Committee held on the 4th April. This was seconded by Councillor R Parker.
The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) provided an update on point 4.1 from the Minutes confirming that following on from further talks with Northumberland County Council that advertising on the gateway roundabout was not to be renewed in order to facilitate the gateway feature.
19/13 Proposed Induction Scheme

The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) provided an outline of the Proposed Induction Scheme. She outlined her wish for involvement and support (including delivery) throughout the process from both Officers and Members.
20/13  Timetable for forthcoming Municipal Year

The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) presented the proposed timetable for the forthcoming Municipal Year, outlining key dates. This timetable was agreed by the Council.
21/13   Items of Business for urgent Attention.

1. Internal Auditor Report
The Town Clerk (Corporate Services) provided a summary of the Internal Auditors report for the previous financial year. Councillor John Potts commented that the report was to go to the External Auditor. Councillor Potts also stated that the Council will continue to publish all purchases over £500 on the Town Councils website. This report was accepted by the Council after being proposed by Councillor John Potts,Councillor Gibbs-Barton seconded the motion.
THE COUNCIL RESOLVED TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960.
The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) read the following Private Business Resolution

“PURSUANT TO THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 THE COUNCIL RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC BECAUSE THE COUNCIL WILL BE CONSIDERING THE PRIVATE AFFAIRSOF A THIRD PARTY, INFORMATION RELATING TO AN INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS AND INFORMATION RELATING TO LEGAL PROCEEDINGS”

The Meeting then resumed with:
PART 2 AGENDA

21/3 Items of Business for urgent Attention.
2. Wensleydale Report

The Town Clerk (Democratic Services) provided the Councillors with an update of the current situation regarding land ownership issues at the Wensleydale Allotments.
RESOLVED The Council resolved to create an ad hoc Committee with plenary powers to negotiate with relevant parties. This Working Group will consist of Cllr A Cartie, Cllr K Ellis, Cllr R Parker, Cllr J R Potts, J Reid and Cllr A Turnbull.
MEETING CLOSED AT 7.50
Annual Meeting and Council 9th May 2013                                           Mayors initials……………………..

