BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 11 November 2010 at the Buffalo Centre, 55 Regent Street, Blyth, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:
Councillors: -
A L Gibbs-Barton (Mayor)

J R Potts



J Newman




O Potts




K Nisbet




P Reid (Deputy Mayor)



R Parker

IN ATTENDANCE:
S Noddings, Town Clerk, plus seven (7) members of the public.

Neil Bond of RES and colleague.
OPEN SESSION:


Questions or issues raised by the members of the public were as follows: -

Allotments – questions were raised by a member of the public in respect of allotments, in particular the following were discussed: -

· Associations

· Applications

· Lack of Information

· Uncultivated land

· Schemes

· Major Repairs

· Office Hours 

Councillor Reid offered to meet with the member of the public who raised the questions and contact details were exchanged.

Drains – questions were raised regarding the problems relating to the Market Square Drains.  It was agreed that pressure should be put on Northumberland County Council to address this problem and the clearing of drains elsewhere in Blyth.  Action: Town Clerk (SN) to send letter to several people at County.  

Compulsory Purchase – the issue of the lack of information for tenants regarding Compulsory Purchase was raised again.  It was explained that this was the responsibility of the property owner and not County.
Initials:

Organised Firework Display – a number of people have raised this issue.  It was agreed that the Events Working Group would look at this after the Christmas Festival.  It was explained that costs had been an issue and that the fire on the pier had created issues around insurance.  Councillor Parker added that in the New Year the Events Working Group would be looking and how best Blyth Town Council can do things.
C122/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies and reasons for absence were received and accepted for Councillors K Ellis, J Condon, L Rickerby and P Lovatt.
C123/10
2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on the 9 September 2010 were discussed, agreed and signed as a correct record.

Issues arising from these minutes were all addressed by the agenda.

C124/10
3.
PRESENTATION BY NEIL BOND OF RES REGARDING THE NORTH BLYTH BIOMASS PROJECT:
For those who are interested, copies of the Power Point presentation are available electronically from the Blyth Town Council offices.



The presentation covered: -



3.1
Who RES are


3.2
Options for the generation of power


3.3
Proposals regarding sites for project


3.4
Infrastructure


3.5
Biomass options and preferred sources for Blyth


3.6
Technology


3.7
Communications


3.8
Consultation


3.9
Health & Safety



3.10
Security



3.11
Benefits for the Community



3.12
Job Creation 



3.13
Apprenticeships and Skills



A wide range of questions followed and focused on issues such 

as materials, exhaust gases, operational issues, timescales and 

contaminated land.

Initials:



Neil Bond was thanked for his presentation and the 

comprehensive responses to the questions.
C125/10
4.
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:


There were no disclosures of interest.

C126/10
5.
MINUTES OF THE ASSETS COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 

SEPTEMBER, 19 OCTOBER AND 2 NOVEMBER 2010:
Councillor Reid proposed that the minutes for the Assets Committee meetings be moved and adopted en bloc.

The Minutes of the Assets Committee held on 14 September, 19 October and 2 November 2010 were then discussed, moved and adopted.



Councillor Nisbet requested that in the minutes for 14 

September Athol Court to be changed to Athlone Court. 
Questions arose regarding the security issues being experienced at Laverock Place allotments.  It was explained that Councillor Reid had discussed this with the appropriate person within Northumbria Police and that they would be contacting the allotment holder and the Town Clerk.

C127/10
6.
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 21 SEPTEMBER, 14 OCTOBER AND 4 NOVEMBER 2010:
Councillor Reid proposed that the minutes for the Planning and Development Committee meetings be moved and adopted en bloc.

The minutes of the Planning and Development Committee were then discussed, moved and adopted and issues regarding the Morrisons planning application were discussed. It was confirmed that Blyth Town Council did not oppose the development but were concerned with the problems in the process and therefore recommended that approval be deferred. Action: Town Clerk (SN) to speak with the Planning Officer regarding the traffic impact survey, inconsistency of plans on e-consultation hub and the inclusion of a wind turbine in the most recent plans.
Initials:

C128/10
7.
NOTES FROM THE EVENTS WORKING GROUP 
MEETINGS HELD ON 23 SEPTEMBER, 7 OCTOBER, 21 OCTOBER AND 4 NOVEMBER 2010:

Councillor Reid proposed that the minutes for the Planning and Development Committee meetings be moved and adopted en bloc.

The notes from the Events Working Group meetings were then discussed, moved and adopted.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton moved that the cost of the production of a Blyth Town Council banner be adopted.  This was adopted.
C129/10
8.
MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD 

ON 12 OCTOBER AND 9 NOVEMBER 2010:

Councillor Gibbs-Barton proposed that the minutes for the Planning and Development Committee meetings be moved and adopted en bloc.

The minutes for the Finance Committee meetings were then discussed, moved and adopted.

Councillor Gibbs-Barton advised the meeting that an additional meeting of the Finance Committee had been scheduled for Tuesday 14 December 2010.
It was agreed that the use of a Deposit Account would be adopted for the coming year.

C130/10
9.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:

9.1
Proposal regarding Website Development – it was agreed that the proposal should be adopted and that we would take the Silver Package option. 
9.2
Market Banners – it was agreed that further discussion would be deferred until costs had been confirmed.
9.3
External Audit – the Town Clerk reported that everything had now been completed to the Auditors satisfaction.

9.4
NaREC Presentation – the Town Clerk reported that Tony Quinn had been off-site a lot recently and that it was hoped a date would be agreed in the near future.

Initials:

9.5
Remembrance Day – Councillor Gibbs-Barton reminded the meeting that the Newsham Service would take place on Saturday 13 November and the Cowpen and Ridley Park Services would take place on Sunday 14 November 2010. 
C131/10
10.
DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:

The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 9 December 2010 at 7.00pm at the Briardale Community and Training Centre.
The date, time and venue for the special meeting will be announced once NaREC have confirmed availability.

PART TWO OF THE MEETING:

C132/10
11.
MINUTES OF STAFF WORKING GROUP HELD ON 28 OCTOBER 2010:

	ITEM:
	MOVED BY:
	SECONDED:
	AGREED:

	1. Policy Group proposed
	P Reid
	B Parker
	Agreed

	2. Books – Bought
	
	
	

	3. Professional Body Membership proposed
	P Reid
	B Parker
	Agreed

	4. Keyholders to be increased
	P Reid
	B Parker
	Agreed

	5. *Assets Officer to be appointed
	P Reid
	J R Potts
	Agreed

	6. *Administration Staff – to be reviewed three months after appointment of Assets Officer
	P Reid
	J R Potts
	Agreed

	7. Modern Apprentice - to be reviewed once appropriate structure in place
	P Reid


	J R Potts
	Agreed

	8. Modern Apprentice - to be reviewed once appropriate structure in place
	P Reid


	J R Potts
	Agreed

	9. That the Staff Working Group becomes a Staff Committee with effect from 1 April 2011
	A L Gibbs-Barton

	P Reid
	Agreed


NOTE:
*5 and *6 - It was agreed that the Finance Committee would be advised of the required budget provision. 


*5 – appointment agreed in principal Staff Working Group to develop Job Specification.
Signed by the Chair: .......................................................

Date:  ......................................................
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