BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on Thursday 9 September 2010 at the Isabella Community Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:
Councillors: -
J Condon



J R Potts

S Davey



O Potts




K Ellis



P Reid (Deputy Mayor)

A L Gibbs-Barton (Mayor)
I M R Tompkins




R Parker



F Wilson

IN ATTENDANCE:
S Noddings, Town Clerk, plus eight (8) members of the public.

R Browning, Regeneration Manager, South East Team, Northumberland County Council.

OPEN SESSION:


Questions or issues raised by the members of the public were as follows: -

The Proposed Re-development of the Morrisons Store – A member of the public questioned why there had been no communications within the last two and a half years regarding the compulsory purchase of property.  They also questioned why property at four times their current rent was being proposed as suitable.
Councillor Gibbs-Barton stated that this was an issue that could only be addressed by Northumberland County Council.

Ray Browning stated that there had been newsletters and regular communications from Sanderson Weatherall, the appointed agent for this project.

Ray Browning offered to meet with the relevant members of the public after the meeting and to raise the issues with Northumberland County Council.

Blyth Town Council Web Site – A member of the public enquired whether Blyth Town Council would be developing a web site.

Initials:
The Town Clerk replied that she was preparing a proposal for discussion at the next meeting of the Finance Committee and that this would be then brought to the next meeting of the Council in November.

Councillor Ellis enquired whether David Francis and NALC could help with this project.

Action:
Town Clerk to raise this issue with NALC (SN).
C113/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors K Nisbet, P Lovatt, C Isles and L Rickerby.

C114/10
2.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on the 8 July 2010 were discussed, agreed and signed as a correct record.

Issues arising from these minutes were all addressed by the agenda.

C115/10
3.
PRESENTATION BY RAY BROWNING, REGENERATION 

MANAGER OF THE SOUTH EAST TEAM,

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL REGARDING

CURRENT PROJECTS IN BLYTH:
Copies of the Power Point presentation will be available electronically from the Blyth Town Council offices.



The presentation covered: -



3.1
Morrisons Store



3.2
Blyth Property Improvement Scheme



3.3
Townscape Heritage Scheme



3.4
Blyth Market Place



3.5
NaREC



3.6
Local Enterprise Partnerships



3.7
Renewables Newsletter



3.8
New Town Guide

C116/10
4.
DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST:


There were no disclosures of interest.

Initials:
C117/10
5.
MINUTES OF THE ASSETS COMMITTEE HELD ON 13 

JULY 2010:
The Minutes of the Assets Committee held on the 13 July 2010 were discussed, moved and adopted.



A question arose regarding the legal transfer of allotments and 

progress with the transfer of derelict allotments.  The Town Clerk 

responded that at a recent meeting with the Northumberland

County Council Chief Executive and the Deputy Leader it had

been acknowledged that progress was slower than hoped due to 

resource issues on both sides.  A new schedule for the transfer 

of services had been announced and the legal transfer of land 

would be progressed as quickly as possible.

The Town Clerk also stated that the last communication from Northumberland County Council had indicated that the current market value would be applied to the derelict allotments.



It was unanimously agreed that: -

· All land within Blyth should be transferred together.

· If land within Blyth is designated as allotments it should be transferred to Blyth Town Council even if it is derelict.

Action:
Town Clerk to communicate this decision to Northumberland County Council (SN).
C118/10
6.
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 22 JULY, 12 

AUGUST AND 7 SEPTEMBER 2010:
Councillor Reid proposed that the minutes for the Planning and Development Committee meetings be moved and adopted en bloc.

The minutes of the Planning and Development Committee were than discussed, moved and adopted and issues arising from the meeting on 7 September 2010 were then discussed: -

6.1
NaREC – it was agreed that a question relating to historical research should be raised.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
Initials:
6.2
Application for the development of 35 houses on Mulberry Drive was discussed and the intention that this land should be designated for leisure and sport.  It was agreed that Blyth Town Council would press for this to happen.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
6.3
The request for involvement in street naming in West Blyth was discussed.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the News Post Leader inviting suggestions.  Original correspondence to be circulated amongst Councillors.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
6.4
SEAP – it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Chair of the NSP with a copy to Ian Campbell asking how this project could be discussed without consultation with Blyth Town Council and asking how we could help.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
C119/10
7.
FEEDBACK FROM THE FIRST MEETING OF THE 

EVENTS WORKING GROUP HELD ON 11 AUGUST 

2010:

Councillor Wilson provided a brief update on the meeting and the following actions were agreed: -

7.1
Notes from future meeting to be provided for Council Meetings.

7.2
Copy of letter sent to Paul Taylor of Community Works to be copied to all Councillors.

7.3
Copy of Paul Taylor’s proposal to be circulated to all Councillors.

7.4
Copy of Blanchere’s proposed costs to be circulated to all Councillors.

Actions:
Town Clerk (S)
C120/10
8.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:

8.1
North Blyth Biomass Project – The Town Clerk confirmed that a representative of RES would be attending the November Council Meeting to make a presentation.

Initials:


8.2
External Audit – The Town Clerk reported that due to an 



error in completing the Annual Return it had been returned for 

correction.  Councillors were asked to approve two changes relating to Box 2 Annual Precept and Box 8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments.  Councillor Tompkins proposed that the changes were made and this was agreed unanimously.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
8.3
SusTrans Update – an update was provided regarding the Blyth Project and contributions for the Portrait Bench personalities were requested.

8.4
NaREC – the proposal that NaREC be invited to make a presentation to the Council at the November meeting was discussed and it was agreed that an invitation be extended for a special meeting during October.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)

8.5
STAR INITIATIVE – Councillor Conlon apologised that this item had not been included in the agenda but it had just been brought to his notice that the voluntary/free Star Initiative had been stopped and that the work had been sub-contracted at a cost to the individual.  Action:  Town Clerk to contact Northumberland County Council to establish the reason for this change (SN).
8.6
REMEMBRANCE DAY – Councillor J Potts enquired whether the Events Working Group were dealing with this activity.  Councillor Gibbs-Barton stated that this had not been part of the remit and he requested the names of Councillors who wished to be involved in the organisation.  Action:   Councillors
8.7
MICHAEL SWEENEY MEMORIAL PLAQUE – it was agreed that Northumberland County Council should be asked to have the plaque ready for the 31 October 2010 so that it could form part of the Remembrance Day activities.  Action:  Town Clerk (SN)
C121/10
9.
DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:

The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 11 November 210 at 7.00pm at the Buffalo Community Centre.

The date, time and venue for the special meeting will be announced once NaREC have confirmed availability.

Signed by the Chair: .......................................................

Date:  ......................................................
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