BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Assets Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12 July 2011 at Ebor House, Blyth.

PRESENT: -

Councillors:


K Ellis




J Newman


Vice Chair




R Parker


Chair
Also present:

J R Potts

IN ATTENDANCE: -
Town Clerk:

S Noddings

Assets Officer:

D Westwell

Having waited 35 minutes the meeting was Quorate and commenced.

A011/11
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted on behalf of Councillor Tompkins.
A012/11
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest.

A013/11
3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD WITH ALLOTMENT 

HOLDERS ON 8 MARCH 2010
The minutes were discussed and having been agreed to be a true and proper record they were signed.  
A014/11
4.
UPDATE ON TRANSFER OF ASSETS FROM 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
The Town Clerk circulated a written report which was discussed point by point and accepted by the meeting.
Initials:
A015/11
5.
INSURANCE IMPLICATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL ASSETS


The Town Clerk explained that as the assets had not been 

transferred to Blyth Town Council we were not in a position to arrange the insurance cover.  It was agreed that a date for the likely transfer of these assets was required to ensure that insurance cover was in place.

A016/11
6.
UPDATE ON BOLAM AVENUE
The Assets Officer’s written report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was discussed in detail and the following actions were agreed: -
· The new allotments were to have uniform fencing and standards.

· DW to provide a brief on Model Allotments

· DW to arrange a special meeting with officials of the Allotment Association to discuss the division of the cleared land.

· Proposal to be made to the next Council Meeting that allotments in the future would measure a maximum of 300 square metres and a minimum of 150 square metres

A017/11
7.
UPDATE ON BEBSIDE ALLOTMENTS

The Assets Officer provided a verbal update on Bebside Allotments and answered Councillors questions.
A018/11
8.
ALLOTMENT MEETINGS
The Assets Officer reported on his visits to the allotment sites at: -
· Beatrice Avenue
· Newsham Side Club
· Wensleydale
· Tenth Avenue
· Patterdale Field
Each site was discussed along with budget implications and maintenance requirements.

It was agreed that Councillor Ellis would write to Northumberland County Council regarding the costs being incurred by Blyth Town Council to resolve inherited problems.  This issue to also be brought to the next meeting of the Finance Committee to in an effort to resolve the budget overspend.
Initials:
Patterdale Field was not considered an appropriate piece of land for allotments as there is a history of flooding.  Action Agreed:  SN to contact Trevor Violet to establish whether there have been any meetings regarding this proposal.

A019/11
9.
INCREASE IN ALLOTMENT RENT CHARGES 2013-14

It was agreed that the Assets Officer would gather comparable information on rents from other Local Councils and Allotment Associations/Societies to aid in the decision making process. Action Agreed:  DW
A020/11
10.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION AND URGENT MATTERS:


There was no further information or business for the meeting to 

consider.
A010/11
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING OF ASSETS COMMITTEE 

The next meeting of Councillors will take place on Tuesday 13 September 2011, prior to the meeting with Allotment Holders and Allotment Associations at 7.00pm.  The venue will be the Isabella Community Centre.
Signed by the Chair: ....................................................................

Date: ...........................................................
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