BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Assets Committee Meeting with Allotment Holders held at the Isabella Community Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth, on Tuesday 13 July 2010.

PRESENT: -

Councillors:


J Condon (Deputy Chair)





K Ellis





A L Gibbs-Barton





P J Lovatt (Chair)





R Parker





P Reid

IN ATTENDANCE: -
Town Clerk:

S Noddings

Members of the Public:
12

AO18/10
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



No Apologies had been received.

A019/10
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest.

A020/10
3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15 JUNE 

2010



The minutes were discussed and agreed to be a true and 

proper record.  They were then signed by the Chair.

A member of the Newsham and Deleval Allotment Association 

raised an issue regarding Item 5.3 in the minutes stating that the railway track had only been partly cleared on the South side.  Action: Councillor Lovatt to email contact regarding clearing of fly-tipping and repair of fences.
A021/10
4.
UPDATE REGARDING AGREED ACTIONS ARISING 

REGARDING ALLOTMENTS



Please see attached table of information.

Initials:
4.1
Issue Following on from Training Course (Item 3 in table) – Secretary of Wensleydale Allotments enquired whether Blyth Town Council would be willing to pay for the rat poison and traps now that the training had been completed.  He understood that for the Wensleydale Site it would require two packs of twelve tunnels and three 5 kilo tubs of rat poison at a cost of approximately £140.00.  

Action: The Chair requested that the Secretary submit a written proposal to the office for consideration. 
Councillor Parker enquired about delivery time and how much would be used in a year.

Councillor Gibbs-Barton recommended that we write to the Harbour Commission to see if they would be willing to work with us on the rat issue.

Action: To ensure consistency across Blyth the Kill Germ Forms are to be used by everyone to record what poison was used when and where.
4.2
Police Involvement (Item 6 in table) – The meeting agreed that Police should be invited to all future meetings with Allotment Holders.
Action: Town Clerk to ensure that circulation of minutes and agendas includes the Police and that they are invited to each meeting.

4.3
Legal Transfer of Allotments from Northumberland County Council to Blyth Town Council (Item 9 in table) – Agreed that the Legal Department should be asked to clarify the access for all sites.

Action: Town Clerk to contact Northumberland County Council Legal Department.
4.4
Evidence of Pensionable Age (Items 7 and 10 in table) – Representatives from Newsham and Deleval Allotment Association questioned the amount invoiced for rent this year and challenged the lack of increase in discount for those of pensionable age.  
Initials:
It was confirmed that there had been no communication from the Association regarding an increase in the number of allotment holders to which they stated that the number had always been taken on trust.  As no number had been communicated or discussed the discount had remained the same. After much discussion it was agreed that allotment holders would be asked to present evidence to the office.
Action:  Newsham and Deleval Allotment Association to request allotment holders present evidence of pensionable age to Blyth Town Council.

Action: Town Clerk to develop and maintain records detailing date on which evidence presented and type of evidence.  No copies to be retained on file.
4.5
Allotment Act (Item 11 in table) – it was agreed that the Allotment Act would be reviewed to establish whether there was any guidance on the provision of allotments in relation to population.

Action: Town Clerk to review Allotment Act and report back to September meeting.
4.6
Provision of Skips to Allotment Sites (Item 17 in table)  – it was agreed that the skip contractor would be asked to check the access to Tenth Avenue and also contact to be made with the Secretary of the Side Club regarding using the car park for the skip.

Action: Town Clerk to contact both the contractor and the Club Secretary.
A022/10
5.
DISCUSSION ITEM – DRAFT PREPARED BY 

COUNCILLOR REID

The Chair set the scene for the discussion by reminding those present that there had been a request for an overarching policy for Blyth and that it was hoped that a policy and guidelines would result from discussion.

Councillor Reid was invited to lead the discussion.  She stated that it was easier to discuss something when you were provided with a draft document than starting from a blank sheet of paper.  No decisions had been made and everything was open to discussion.

Initials:

Councillor Reid then took the meeting through each point on the discussion draft and it was agreed that a questionnaire would be developed that each allotment holder could complete and return.
Action: Councillor Reid to produce a questionnaire based on the discussion document for circulation and analysis by the Town Clerk.
Issues raised during this discussion included: -

5.1
Management Fee for Associations – what services does the Council get for the Management Fee?

5.2
Partnership Forms – examples required from Wensleydale.

5.3
The need to stop the practice of “selling allotments on”.

5.4
Unanimously agreed that the only way forward is to have a new agreement between Allotment Associations, Allotment Holders and Blyth Town Council.

A023/10
6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
6.1
Councillor Gibbs-Barton was asked whether there had been any progress regarding the Community Payback project.  He hoped that there would be more to report at the next meeting as the indication had been that they would not be able to start anything new until the autumn.

6.2
Councillor Gibbs-Barton was asked to draft a discussion document regarding a Blyth wide Federation of Allotment Holders/Associations. Action: Councillor Gibbs-Barton to provide discussion document for discussion and consideration.
A024/10
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING WITH ALLOTMENT 

HOLDERS AND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATIONS

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 14 September 2010, 7.00pm at the Isabella Community Centre, Ogle Drive, Blyth.

Signed by the Chair: ....................................................................

Date: ...........................................................
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