
BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Assets Committee Meeting held at Blyth Town Council Offices, Ebor House, Blyth, on Tuesday 19 October 2010 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

P Lovatt (Chair)


J R Potts




J Condon (Vice Chair)

P Reid



R Parker
IN ATTENDANCE:

Town Clerk:
S Noddings

Plus:


D Clough, Secretary, Blyth Smallholdings and Allotments 

                          Association

A025/10 
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from Councillors K Ellis and A Gibbs-Barton
A026/10
2.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST



There were no declarations of interest.

A027/10
3(a)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1 JUNE 



2010

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.

3(b)
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 

         SEPTEMBER 2010

The minutes were discussed, agreed and signed.
A028/10
4.
REPORT TO BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL ASSETS 

COMMITTEE BY COUNCILLOR PETER LOVATT



The report produced by Councillor Lovatt was discussed in full 

and the following revisions and actions agreed: -

· Page 1 Paragraph 3 – The Town Clerk advised the meeting that the Waiting List now totaled 102 people.

· Page 1 Paragraph 5 – The Town Clerk advised the meeting the skips could be delivered to all allotment sites.

· Page 1 Paragraph 6 – The Town Clerk advised that the Training for the Handling of Rat Poison had been delivered.

· Page 1 Paragraph 7 – The Town Clerk confirmed that of the three contractors invited to provide us with a quotation for the drainage work at Bolam Avenue only one had provided a quote.  Straughans had quoted £42K.  Action: It was agreed that the Town Clerk (SN) would contact Straughans to establish whether the work could be carried out in a phased manner. It was also agreed that the Town Clerk (SN) would provide the Finance Committee with information about potential sources of funding and/or grants by 9 November 2010.
· Page 1 Paragraph 8 – the issue of allotment inspections was discussed and it was agreed that a brief report would be provided to the Staff Working Group by 28 October 2010.  Action: Town Clerk (SN) to draft brief report.
· Page 3 Delaval Crescent and Laverock Place – introduction of water and meters was discussed.  Action: It was agreed that the Town Clerk (SN) would establish the cost of the provision of water and meters.
· Page 4 South Farm – Andy Rutherford to be advised of the deep chasm under the surface of the footpath between Twentieth Avenue and South Farm allotment sites.  

· Page 4 Twentieth Avenue – The issue of fly tipping household was added as a very recent occurrence.  The problems encountered earlier in the year had been resolved and Homes for Northumberland had been advised of the recent occurrence. Action: Town Clerk (SN) to monitor situation and liaise with Homes for Northumberland.
· Page 4 Bolam Avenue – 40 + plots are affected by the flooding problem and not the 29 reported.

· Page 5 Wensleydale Allotments – the plot affected by fly tipping and flooding has now been allocated on a rent free basis.

· Page 5 final paragraph – land formerly allotments now included in drawings for land to be transferred.
A029/10
5.
MANAGEMENT AND INSPECTION OF ALLOTMENTS
This issue had been addressed in the discussions at item 

A028/10 4.
A030/10
6.
DRAFT SURVEY OF ALLOTMENT HOLDERS



Councillor Reid presented the draft Survey and explained that 

David Clough had been invited along to provide honest feedback and advice.  Each element of the survey was discussed in detail and it was agreed that Councillor Reid (PR) would provide the Town Clerk with a revised copy by the end of the week and that the survey would be issued after the meeting being held on Tuesday 2 November 2010.  Copies of the revised survey to be available at the meeting.
A031/10
7.
REVIEW OF RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACTIONS 



REGARDING ALLOTMENTS

The table of actions was reviewed and it was recognized that most actions had now been completed and that the survey was integral to the completion of those actions that were outstanding.

A032/10
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING OF THE ASSETS 




COMMITTEE AND THE ALLOTMENT HOLDERS 



REPRESENTATIVES


The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 2 November 2010 at 
7.00pm.  Venue confirmed as the Isabella Community Centre. 

Signed by the Chair: ____________________________________

Date: ___________________________
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