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BLYTH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning and Development Committee held at Ebor House, Blyth on Thursday 18 October 2012 at 6.30pm.
Present:

Councillors: Condon JJ, Gibbs-Barton A, Parker R, Potts JR (Chair), Potts O and Reid P.
Also Present: Councillor Nisbet K.

Officer: Rickitt SE. 

P143/1: Apologies for Absence

None.
P144/2: Declarations of Interest

None

P145/3: Minutes.

4.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 27 September 2012 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

P146/4 Matters Arising
Action List

	Date and Minute reference
	Action
	By & Target Time

	16 Aug - P123/12.4.4 and 6 Sept – P130/5
	Contact NCC Planners about Weekly List
	All to monitor for applications appearing late on the weekly list.

	16 Aug – P125/12.6.1
	Arrange a meeting with ARCH and NCC Heritage & Conservation officers
	SER – on-going


P147/5: Planning Applications

5.1 - Weekly List Dated 1 October 2012

None for Blyth.

5.2 – Weekly List Dated 8 October 2012

None for Blyth.

5.3 – Weekly List Dated 15 October 2012
12/02997/CCD
Advertising signs - South Beach Roundabout Rotary Way.

12/03098/CCD
Advertising signs - Carr Street Roundabout Plessey Road.

12/03111/CCD
Advertising signs - Laverock Hall Roundabout A192 Laverock Hall to Horton Cramlington.

12/03119/CCD
Advertising signs - Broadway Roundabout.

12/03120/CCD
Advertising signs - Chase Farm Drive Roundabout, Cowpen Road.

12/03122/CCD
Advertising signs - Newsham Road Roundabout Links Road.

The six applications listed above were considered individually and collectively. The Committee resolved to object to all six applications on the grounds:

(a) That the Town Council was working with the County Council’s Highways & Neighbourhood Services Department to provide gateway features on these roundabouts. In the current financial year work would be carried out on the South Newsham Roundabout. The aim was to upgrade one roundabout in each financial year,
(b) Advertising signs would seriously detract from the gateway features, and

(c) The Committee were concerned that advertising on roundabouts would be a safety hazard, particularly if traffic moves reasonably quickly. 

12/02797/COU
Re-submission of planning permission 12/01682/COU.  Change of use from A1 to A2, 3 Regent Street, Blyth.

The Committee considered this application and resolved to object to the change of Use Class as this area required Use Class A1 shops, not  further A2 Financial and Professional Services.
P148/6 Gypsy Roma Traveller Transit Site.
6.1 The Committee considered the report due to be considered by the County Council’s Executive on 24 October, together with correspondence with the County Council.

6.2 The Committee agreed to send an email to the County Council in the following terms:
Dear Cllr Reid and members of the Executive, 

The Gypsy Roma Traveller Transit Site – meeting Wednesday 24 October 2012.

The Town Council strongly believes that the decision on 24 October should be deferred for one month for the reasons set out below. Whilst understanding the need for a decision soon, the report says the funding deadline not until 31 March 2015.

On 18 October the Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee considered the response to our email of 28 September, the report for your meeting and the email from Daljit Lally. We have not repeated the reasons in our earlier email, which remain valid.

1. The Town Council agrees that there is a pressing need for a Gypsy Roma Traveller Transit Site in South-East Northumberland.

2. The Town Council has no objection to such a site being within its boundaries, as is the Bebside alternative proposed by the Town Council.

3. The Town Council also believes that a second transit site is required in the west of Northumberland, not as some seem to suggest, as an alternative to one in the south-east.

4. The Town Council reads the report as meaning that there has been no substantive exploration of the potential for a voluntary acquisition of the Bebside site. 

5. The Town Council fears that land ownership has been the key, with suitability and effect on others coming very much as secondary considerations.

6. The Town Council is very concerned that consultation and engagement with potentially affected stakeholders is being left to the planning process. The planning process can only consider land use matters and has to dis-regard non-planning issues. Thus stakeholder consultation at such a stage will only be partial and runs a real risk of alienation with those whose comments will be disregarded.

7. The Town Council is relieved to see that decisions will not now be delegated to the Affordable Housing Project Board. Decisions, on such a sensitive matter as this, must be made openly and by accountable elected councillors. The Town Council asks that decision-making remains with the Executive.

The Town Council therefore urges the Executive to defer its decision for one month and in that time

· Hold a public meeting (or meetings) with the potentially affected stakeholders, the Town Council wishes to be represented at such a meeting, and

· Carry out investigations on the prospects for acquiring the Bebside site. 

Yours sincerely,

Stephen Rickitt
Acting Town Clerk

Blyth Town  Council.

P149/7: The Enterprise Zone Local Development Order (LDO).
7.1 The Committee gave preliminary consideration to the draft orders, making the comments set out below, and agreed to ask that County Council officers be invited to the next meeting to assist the Committee in coming to their final views: 
· It is clear that Cowpen Road will need works if there is development in the Enterprise Zone. If there are a number of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in the Zone, who will fund the road works? Is it realistic to expect SMEs to provide the finance in the current economic climate?
· Would it not be preferable for the local highway authority to prepare a traffic management plan in advance of the LDO?

· Any such plan must include consideration of the effect that any displacement traffic would have on the other parts of Blyth.

· There is a similar funding issue for those parts of the Zones which will require flood prevention works.

· Is there any potential for coal reserves to be extracted now, and the profits used to fund the road and flood prevention improvements?

· Is 6 years too short, or should the LDO exist for a longer period?

· The Committee felt that businesses/developers using the LDO should be strongly encouraged to include the Town Council amongst the bodies to be consulted about or, at least, informed of proposals within the LDO.

· The Committee would like some clarification of the range of industries within the concept “Off-Shore Industry”.
· Double negatives need removing.  

7.2 The Committee were concerned that, unless these issues were addressed, there was a risk of the town being left with a “white elephant” which could blight development beyond the life of the LDO.

P150/8 Items for Information and Urgent Action.

8.1. The Committee were advised of the concerns expressed by Town & Parish Councils about the County Council’s proposed move to an electronic-only system of consultation.
8.2: The Chair and Vice-Chair attended the County Council’s site visit to the land at Windsor Drive. The County Council’s officer indicated they were minded to recommend approval of the application.

8.3 The Committee agreed that the Clerk should write to all councillors drawing attention to the Community Right to Bid and asking if there were any buildings in Blyth which should be considered for listing. These would then be considered by the Committee at its December 2012 meeting.

8.4: The Committee were advised of the receipt of a plan from the County Council with proposed names for a new housing estate.

8.54 The Committee were advised of the publication of the Growth & Infrastructure Bill.

P151/9 Date of next meetings.

9.1 The next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday 6 November 2012 at 6.30pm. Please note change of day.
Meeting closed at 7.30pm.
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