
Fields in Trust’s heritage
Fields in Trust is the only UK registered charity dedicated to 
championing and supporting our parks and green spaces by 
protecting them for people to enjoy in perpetuity. Founded 
by King George V in 1925 we have over 90 years’ experience 
of legally protecting publicly accessible recreational land. 

Healthier, happier, more connected communities
Our innovative research, Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces, 
demonstrates that parks and green spaces provide regular 
park users with £34 billion of physical health and mental 
wellbeing benefits each year. They are also estimated to 
save the NHS around £111 million a year solely on reduced 
GP visits. Our rigorous research is informing public policy 
discussions and has been cited by government ministers 
and academics.

Fields in Trust
Green Spaces for Good

Parks and green spaces are places of joy and togetherness enjoyed by the entire community from pre-school children 
through to retired adults. We all have fond memories of our favourite places to play, to enjoy sport and to access the 
natural world. Parks provide places for exhilarating fun – or a moment of quiet reflection.

Yet we know that these much-loved green spaces are vulnerable to development if they are not protected - and once a 
park is gone, it is gone forever. Work with us to protect green spaces for good and create a legacy for future generations.

“Few resources hold the potential to impact so positively on 
a wide range of social issues as parks and green spaces. By 
protecting these spaces in perpetuity Fields in Trust works to 
ensure that our children and grandchildren will have places to 
run, move, breathe and play.” 
HRH The Duke of Cambridge, KG, KT,
President of Fields in Trust, writing in the introduction to our strategy

Our legal protection process
We work in partnership with landowners, local authorities, 
town, parish and community councils, sports clubs and the 
voluntary sector to legally protect parks and green spaces 
so they will always be available for play, sport and recreation. 
Working with almost 1,000 different landowners, Fields in 
Trust’s unique Deed of Dedication and Minute of Agreement 
provide robust yet flexible legal protection in perpetuity. 
Our online Field Finder shows your nearest protected green 
space: fieldsintrust.org/protected-spaces

UK spaces protected
2 8 0 9

1 2 0 0 0
hectares protected



An immediate challenge
Faced with tough funding circumstances year-on-year, 
councils are increasingly selling-off green space assets; not 
just to generate immediate capital income, but also remove 
a longer-term revenue liability. It is vital that communities, 
particularly children, are able to enjoy healthy, active, 
outdoor recreation within walking distance of home.

Cutting green space budgets is a false economy - parks 
make a beneficial contribution to so many social policy 
issues including childhood obesity, public health, mental 
wellbeing, community cohesion and the environment. Our 
research reveals what we all intuitively know: green spaces 
are good, do good and need to be protected for good. 

Act now for the next generation
Our goal is for 75% of the UK population to live within a 
10-minute walk of a protected park or green space. Work 
with Fields in Trust to support the spaces you love and 
champion the green hearts and lungs of our communities. 

Donations received by Fields in Trust have the power to 
transform landscapes, protect green spaces and improve 
local communities’ wellbeing. Where we have such 
support, we have the ability to protect and save our green 
infrastructure from destruction, safeguard vulnerable areas 
and create lively places as a lasting legacy.

“Our adventure playgrounds are places where children and 
young people can really indulge their imaginations. They 
play freely, make new friends, express themselves creatively, 
explore and have fun. We knew that Fields in Trust had the 
skills and expertise to protect the land and safeguard it 
forever. I can’t emphasise enough how incredible it is that 
these spaces have been protected. It’s a national concern that 
green spaces are going, and we’re in the fortunate position of 
having twelve protected spaces.” 
Christine Lehmann,
Manager, Play and Youth, Islington Borough Council

Once green spaces are lost, they are lost forever. If you 
want to be an integral part of doing good, for good, contact 
us to talk about a partnership with Fields in Trust.

Fields in Trust
36 Woodstock Grove
London
W12 8LE

T: 020 7427 2110
E: info@fieldsintrust.org

@FieldsInTrust
www.fieldsintrust.org

Fields in Trust champions and supports our parks and green spaces 
by protecting them for people to enjoy in perpetuity. Because once 
green spaces are lost, they are lost forever.

Incorporated by Royal Charter | Reg. Charity No. 306070 | Reg. Company No. RC000370
Aerial imagery of King George V Playing Field in Drayton (2017) and Wilfred Owen Memorial Fields credit: Esri, DigitalGlobe, Earthstar Geograpics, 
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA FSA, USGS, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, and the GIS User Community.
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King George V Playing Field in Drayton, Norfolk, which was protected 
in perpetuity with Fields in Trust in 1938 and shown here in 1946 
(left) and 2017 (right), now surrounded by development.

Wilfred Owen Memorial Fields in Wirral, Merseyside, were named 
in memory of the celebrated World War I poet but despite being 
subject to a covenant were sold for development in 2012.


